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conan! is warming. colby to. propare to 17h Gondarmerte, “Press: campaign in Novo 
eave. Will Instruct coal to Tonre. if Vrouya’” oyainst Swodla olicern, Uns 
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Sir W. Town fntolligenoo iervice ut Kennan. Prox 
genie aeeeripee yA 
Yovcollte formation, "urkish elforts to 
Governotshipof turistan. Rotor to Nos Poach jead-anonye Shahin, Bat 
Gonvereatian with Prima Minister ue to 
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Russian troopa in Persia, Referm to No: 28, 
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Russian Minister offically: told Persina| 
Forvign Office that, hia Goverament were 
‘about to evacuate Persia we vo 


‘Tubris. ‘Turks have occupied: the town. 
American asd German consuls wont 10, 
meet Turkish tr00p8 ese 


Bakhtiari force in ‘Tebran. Refers to No, 26. 

Points out hae indecision of 
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herent in ‘Tebran, ie ‘British: pal 
controlling" thors could» pro eral 

‘tla to logntion ae "2 | 


Rusila and Great Britain ia Persia. Con- 
Yoreation with Minintor for Foreign Affair, 


Russians. 
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Pervis lio discussed wy ys 
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raily-withdrawn 4. 
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after Tat March in view of possible eriti- 
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Russia and (reat Hritain ia Persia, Minis 
for for Foralga Affairs states, that Rosa 
toca ‘noe widh to extend hor ephora in 
Porsis, though abe will not object to Great 
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‘advance unt Cabinet ia changed, Russian 
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Valiahd and Tabsia. Valishd will not enter 


‘Tabriz unless ‘Turk: ane withdrawn. He 
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Mosopotaimisn Titelligence Service, _ Mt, 
Govan proceeding to Kerman to 
‘organisa Intelligence Service, eli. 
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‘Arabistan, Minister for Fotwign Attlee 
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Bakhtiar! Kbans have also. beon to}d. to 
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Russian troope in Persia. Refera to No. 41, 
Neoosity-of Russian advance. ty Perain If 
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‘Tabriz. ‘Turks reported to bo retiring 
Swed gendurmerin offcore,  Rofory. to 

No.1, Russian Governmoit ageos. to 
etention of Colonel Folk, bub fool thit 
‘this ofigorasbontd ba woeded out by, the’ 
two Ministers, at some of the “have, 
shown pro-Gormman toidenclos ws. c 
‘Swedish gendarmerio oflcars, Oonours with 

Nov 46, Will make representations. 
Swrodlih Government accordingly: sx 
Swedish. gendarmerie ofloors, Refer to 

No. 47," Feels. that: Rollo, Gnalaberg, and 
Moller should remain. | Hijolmation, 
‘Andon, and Kiingborg ntiould go. 


Arabintan. Refers to \Now 49, Bektiacl 
Sutruoted to protect oflflds: 


Voll of Pusht-ikub, Bofors to No. 49. Ros 
porved to, have jolnod Maks, Soquiion 
ug tmndo wie oh 








Valiahel for ‘Tabris Haw. doprosated to 
Prine Minister doopatch of Valishd. i 
Drosent ireumstanowiie sie 


Mersin and Russie. Tas spoken to Mfutatae| 

for Foreign Affatre fo. kamno’petao nln 
No, Sty and urged conciliatory” polioy | 
towanls Hussia. “Minister fur’ Foreigi 
Alfalrs dilnted én Porsian griavances 
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Has not pted) on) 
No.48, Minister for Foran Atfary bing 
‘telegraphed to Tehran authovisidy Colonel 
Polke and reserve offcery to romain on |, 
after IeeMatah a eal 
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Sguinytourinterestas Occupation Rasy 
Bay cling sittin, es If ny Ih to 
‘ireosomiaa War 


Povsibity: of war’ lutmoon‘otkey and 
Persie Refers to Nov1eo, If it boca 
A gal, Fra it cannon etc 
30,88 ars possible, materia! supper 
Hs Briente Mjestys Goveramet 


Syrodén in Pereia. Roforn to No. 115, 
thank Ministar for Rorelgn Atfuits, Fly 
Mojesty'a Goveriment ary prepare to 
‘uarantee ofoers nigoinat loss by bevach 
‘of contenct if they’ resigu and Jean Porilh 
at once : fhe 


Persian sitontion. To org Minister for 
Foreign Affoins to agras 16 formation of 
Cabinet imder Aineed-Dovwlel, nt Least 
A temporary mousure yy die an 


Persian stnation, “Favourn wotion, to urge 
appointment of strung Persia Cabinet 
‘Traste Minttoe for Borvigi Affairs il 
taks same coarse. Deprogaten seading of 
‘oops to: Porn. ap liable to eliryw. Parsly. 
<0 10 aldo of Parkey, bat woul ras A 
‘objet asian te00} olny 


Refers wo Now 
Miner for, rei 
ost ror Sad 0A a 
Tar will no object oa 
ied wrong Cabinet i form 
Sco det opt Ku i 
Tehran with willary antheitey, buU dost 
not favour tie dete ty Teh, Ho 
foes Hol we hae mppoet eal give 
Persia stan Turks vaso Ss 


Alleged. Unwach of Persia neueality ax 
Mobiamiusrat, efors to No, 10te Mange 
iuite translation of proteat (rom Miniter 
for Poruign Alfa on el 


Gorman intrigue. and Russian oe uption 
Refers to No. 103. Raports sibstanco of 
‘onvocsation! botweot Husa nd Brith 
Ministers nid Primy SOninter 


Now Cait, Also Daioh charg 
Hk Foran of bios Sead oye 

vitig found is. fnipoasiblo owing 10 
Teale taced ct 
tun whowo candidate he was teyanded 


New Persian Wabinet, Referw to No. 1d. 
Hope aman Minar ye oraga Atay 
weil not sow. prom Suad-odeDuwishs 
omididature furthor ay 


Attitnds of iow Goveroment, Retors to 
No, 184, Now Governnivt seems ansions 
toworkewith Allies nnd mulatan veut, 
Important to give finanelal wpe,” ee 
vests autorestio to euter INKY coner= 
sion with AlawdeDowleh on tue aihject 
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Pesan dttntion, Noimprowement. Medj- 

lise hostile, “People discontented. Kun 
on Tinperial Bank. Russian Minister states 
that Tiis‘hiay been ordered: t0 pend two 
brigades to Bnzel (cette 


Persian situation. Rofo to No, 186, 
Anthorises to sound Prime Minister 13 
setso of penultimate paragraph of No. 183 


Dospateh of Ruslan troop fo Persia. fos 
fees Na 97. Lopes Rosa Miigne 
for Foreign Asis wil keep Bridsh Gos 
Yenment- fnformed of np tnpond 
mmoveeat ne Re 


Peraiat situation. Refers to-No. 187. Des: 
patch of Russia: troops’ to’ Persia now 
vary doubtful, Position eeitical. “German 
{nfluence supreme st ‘Tehran. Attack on 
Allies in Persia may be expeoted before 
ong. Tmivediate despatch of troops ‘to 
Enzali unly change of saying situation | 


‘Troops for Enzeli, Refers to No. 140. Are 
‘thay (1) for protection af logations and 
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‘improvement in situation, Government 
should be able to maint ity if 
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‘Trausalte-copien of despatch frou Sik Pz 
ox, with enclosoee,rulating toy 


Sir P. Cox's proposals, - Trasamita telegram 
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Printed for the wse of the Foreign Office, October 1915, 
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Farther Correspondence tespecting ihe Affiirs of Persia 
and Central Asia, 


d 
Parr IV, 


(131) No.1, 


Sir W, Toionley to Sir Hdward Gray. —(Reeeived Janary 1, 1016.) 
(No. 395:) 
(Telegraphic. Ri Tenyan, December 81, 1014, 
UY telegrain No, 393 of 31st December: Defeat of Shuja, 
T have now received tolegtam front His tee coniMl at Tabriz; who states 
i that Turkish reulirs took: part. in fighting, He 
We bien exnggerated, anil saya Hothing of possible 
OY of cee of Riisviat conduljreneril. 
rogtad, . 


reverse. may 
ir to "Tabriz, 
Repedtetl to Poti 
No, 2, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Urey —(Reesivea January 1.) 


Toitan, Janwary 1, 1015, 


yee Informed that Russian 
ical reasuns, ad) ayy 


Minister this inorning Sut ys oeupi, 
leary trom i teh 
nd ark 


ppear to me 
withdrawn. 








I NoGNol S556 aT 


























2 
Meshed or in Mazanderan, and ‘no disorders of any kind neet! be anticipated. Since 
‘we withdrew our troops from Central Persia situation has gradually improved. Effect 
in north would he much more apparent i€ Russian troops were withdrawn. Pro- 
German party would no longer have any weapon to nse against us, and Turkey would 
find “a tited Persia arrayed against hor if she did uot withdraw er’ troops a8 
requested. 





(456) No. 3, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 1.) 


(No. 2) 
URolegraphig) Tehran, Janwary 1, 1916; 

DEST advices from ‘Tabriz are to the effect that the Russian consul-general 
hing advised His Majesty's consul that all women and children should leave. His 
Majesty's consul has accordingly warned members of British colony, who are faw in 
niuiber, to commence theit preparations, Town is quick I am informing His 
Majesty's consill of negotiations taking phice hero, aud shall instruct iin to leave at 
once if it is apparent that Turks mean to continue their advances. Primo Minister said 
to-day that in the presont state of uncertainty he could not guarantee safoty of 
foroiguors at Tabriz from 4 Kurdo-Turkish attack, 

Ropoated ta Potrograd,) 





[02] No.4. 


Memorandum communitated by Persian Minister, January 2, 1915. 


DUE Persian Minister presents his compliments to the Secretary of Stato. for 
Horsign Affairs, He has already fully explained to his Excellency the state of things 
in Agorbaijun, which Is causing the Persian Government the keeudst anxiety, On the 
one hnid, Kudsia is carrying. on (military operations through Persian territory, which 
violates tho neutrality of Porsia; on tho othor hand, Russia’ employe Shujé-ed-Dowleh 
for oporations against the Turks. This has gono so. far that (as Sir Mdward Groy has 
son from the translation of a tolegram which the Persian Minister sent to his 
Wseelloncy on the 26 instant), contrary to’ the wishes of the Persian Government, 
Persian Cossacks (which aro part of the regular forces of Persia) were sent by the 
Russian authoritiow with Shuju-ed-Dowleh to aperate against the Turks. 

‘The Porsinn Ministor, in all his communications to Hix Britannic Majesty's Foreign 
Office, has, laid. particulsr, stross on tho state of public and tribal feoling in Persia 
which arch actions axe bond to’excite, ‘Tho Persian, Governmont extremely rogrot 
that their appends and protests hove so far borne no fruit, and tho etnation is becoming 
graver day by day, 

‘Who Pefsian Minister received yesterday « further telogmim on this subject, of 
which, he encloses a translation, and he 1s instructed to appeal most earnestly for the 
eassation oF all nets contrary to the neutrality of Persin, the violation of which is 
rendering the position of tle Persign Government most dificult. ‘The Minister is 
fartlier instructod to repeat that the Persian Goverment look to Russia for 
compensation for all loss and damage which is caused in Azerbaijan, 

‘ho Potsiatt Minister begs Sit Exiward Grey. to grant him an interview at-an early 
dato, whon he will go into the details of the points to which he lias referred in this 


ister has just received another telegram from his Government informing 
him that the forces which fought against Shuja-ed-Nowleh, aud caused the latter's fight 
to Maragho, consisted mainly of Persian tribesmen. ‘This confirms the appreliensions 


expressed by the Porsian Minister to Sir Edward Grey that Shuja-ed-Dowleh’s- 


gmployment hy Russia would only aggravate the stuntion by causing tribal war in 
ors, 


Pevaian Legation, London, 
December: 31, 1914, 
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Enclosure in No, 4, 


Translation of Telegram reecived by "eri far on. December M4, from. 
wy the Persian Miniet Dece) 
mn er 30, 1914, 


YOU are. aware of our-cony 
Tegarding the avil effects of wu 
Rhwsian Governor 
0 result. i 
which he had colle 
the Turks, After 
Maraghic. Where i 
Miandoab is now i 
Tikely to eause:anc 
an 


SS eee 
[856] No. 5. : 
Sir W. Townley to Sin Hioard Grey —(Wecbived January 2) 
fk ae 
lographic.) Teh 2 
ALY viaw of uncertainyy about iss and in oration aR 
. u ¥y about. gendarmerie, and in ordar to. surongel 
Gave REE ARON a pow ovo hone Wo ws a of option tuition 
veo should have forco of at Least 600 Balitiar! hore Gover 
gladly soe this ‘done, but have 6 monoy to pay fe Oost ofiasiniatnig oeee 
srould come to about 1.000% a month. We esn rely implicitly on aaa ego an 
3000, ma = cin rely implicitly om idol i 
and Errould fost urgently. invite your favorable PucaaeOL ie: iy fk wba 
is Majesty's Government shoul finance this force, which might serve to gharunter ty 
Sit fivour:n situation which Riussinn, blunderiog haw. donv: much to, compotion 
Peet ae trust, this suggvition wiest with your approval, it would’ bo deatvubie| 
to havo o military oficex here, suck as Major O'Connor, who could conto dioreetly the 
loingy of the forse, guarantes its being: keptup to full stwngth, and supervise ipo 
cood Getta also ‘count upon the Kervices. of some, 200 Armioniaus, wo hark deg 
Greist mabe st for Paria to-day devoted to Russian, introns and aro 
te Bal 1, with: v Bic i 
TE would bo valuable leo to-uuske tise OF thoss men's eoivines: oe Oe BY mids 


‘Total cost. of force wotild not be more. than’ 2,501. o/ month, and it need only be 


maintained while situation ig prevarious, 





{858] No.6, 


Bieutenant:Colonet'Sir’P. Coe to Sir Banari Grey —(Recaived anuary 2) 
(9.9 ok) 
(Telegraphia). BR. Basra; January 2, 
“Teun \elogram to Foreign ice No, 286 of 28Uh Devemntore Lattaane 
tho Lor aio Ped ot Niza, lat aun necessarily soxnowhat sceptical of the dosire ot 
peat simple Ife and regasing sanguine hopes of the Bivedes for early 
ma ae iW Bakhtiari Governor-General of Tristan, bur gredt objection 
san, Slutve every reason to ba grateful to Sheikh of Mobsinmoral for : 
tion, and still nood it. in. comivetion: with expaitio, wo lint woesn Mi ctat oe 
meta agree tt measure wih a specifically ond stiongly objected to by him 
of peace in’Arsbistan and to hi 
(Addressed to Tehmim: sapeated to Bushire and India.) ee 








nano) Golo vais5se Sica 























[851] No. 7. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Baward Grey. (Received Fonuary 8.) 
No, 4.) 
i ey 
TAHA telegram No. 1 of Tet Jantiary. 
On my enqiiriig of Minister for Poraizn Affairs whether Russia was recalling 
er troops trom Persia for sttatogic reasons, his Excsllenoy said thst’ 900 from Kasvin 
and Urinia districts would probably bs withdrawn, bat that there was n0 queltion at 
resent of recalling those at Tabriz, It might, he added, be hecessaty to do so iF 
Birks advaticed in overwhelthing nutnbers- 
(Sent to Tehran.) ; 


(851) No. 8. 
Sir Hdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(n 10.) 


Delographic.) Foreign Ofice, January 3, 1916, 
YOUR telegram No, # of 2nd January: Riwssinn troops in Persia. 

T should like to lave the views of Minister fot Foreign Afinirs ak to what course 
Russian Goyernment intend to pursue in view of possibility of Kurdo-Turkish 
‘adyance to Tabriz. Will they in that event withdraw troops and allow Persian 
Government to take what measures they can to dofend Persian neutrality, or would 
Risiian Government he prepared themselves to resist Turkish advance ? 


Petrograd, January 2, 1915. 





(9397) Noo 


Sir W, Toientey to Sir Buveord Grey,—(Received January 4.) 


Tehran, January 3, 1915, 


(Wi Panne) 
vlographie, 
MY telegram No. 1 of Let January, 
Turkish “Ambassador ropliod to Feprosentations’of Prime Miniator that he could 
only submit request of Persian Goverument for withdmveal of ‘Turkish tcoops to, the 
Porto when, Russian Minister ly offically dnoonnced that Russian troops would be 


withdrawn from all Persia. He of course argued that Turks had only come to 
in order to rid the vountry of hated Russians. 

Prime Minister would like to send Valiahd, accompanied by Ain-ed-Dowleh, to 
‘Vubriay te he considers latter statesman as the ouly nian eapable of coping, with 
difficulties of situation. He would also like to. send a force of gendarmes iar 
hut he is, I think genuinely, most anxious to not to-do anything caloulnted to woun 
Russian sueceptibilities or to make it’ appear ag if Government Ware taking advantage 
of situation, 

I discussed these points with my Russian colleague this morning. Russian 
Minister stated that he saw no reason why Prine Minister should ot take such steps 
‘ag uppeated to him hest when once Russian troops had evacnated Averbaijan, and 
added that he was sure that departure of latter would be signal fora general spoliation 
‘of all Russian property as well-as that of all friends of Russia or protected persons. 
am convinced that such is by uo means intention of the present Government, and that 
it is for express purpose of preventing this that it is desired to send moat capable 
Politician in Persia to Tabriz, ‘The moro T see of the Prime Ministor, the more 
‘convinced Lam of yenuineness of His assurantes and of his lionest desire to carry out’ 
an iinpartial policy. Nviendship for Russia is uot a erime in hia eyes. 

If situation in Azerbaijan develops in such a way as to make. it possible for 
Persian Government to resume its administration, it will be impossible for them to do- 
mich withont money. I'most respectfully. venture to'submit that it would be 
to-bolp them in this dizeetion, My Russian, colleague hiss promised to urge 
Petrograd. German. pecan, is lavish with offers of money, militaty ibstructors, 
ritles, and ammunition, Timpossibility of fulfilling sich promises is overlooked by 

those Who think that they see in these offers a chance to get free of Anglo-Rdssian 
yoke. Wo are rapidly. coming to be considered as false friend, who is no more than 
‘An accomplice of Russian spoliator in disguise, 
Tread Petrograd telegram No, 4 of 2ad January to Russian Minister this morning. 
. 


5 


on thi 00 no reason why 
situation here would b i 
Be tnfataly worse it Rasen ret 


conversation with Russian Minister Tsay Pri ini ini 
, : ime Ministor and M 
Nothing tsaspired worthy of teord beyond a solemn tapition 
Petrograd.) 


ee : 
[en ae Oa 

(1804) No, 10, 
No. 0) Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received January 4.) 
‘slographic. 


) 
SIR-P, COX'S tel 
Quostion of Gover: 


Tehran, January 4, 1915, 


waristun came up incidentally in the courso of 
His Highness was very frank in ‘hie 

ait he should not be removed at, present. 

eed not necossarily be Governor 

tine’ lolding that appointiiont. 





(1812) 


es a Sir W. Towitey to. sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 4.) 
Telegraphic.) Ry 
x) Ry ‘ Tehran, Jui 4, 101 

HS Majesty's consul at Tabriz, telegraphed yeatorday eventow Whit atl tee 
sol Joa Lf nd that ho vould Leave phaparsiingeties Saline fae 

at and 9 Fis momIag a 
welewra ti Presumably for Tifis, United States consul has taken barge of 
: mnavager here would be obliged it the Imperial B; i 
informed that i was found impossible to carr vay, Teese oe 
rota, een placed as strongly-as possible uader look and key and premives 


Russian Minister says that he is j intent 
i si I ignorant. of the intenti it 

anthortios and of what is passing in Caucasus. Rumou received from Tite a 
mone Bepuaion eloaring iT ip also sad that Russian Gener Stal 

resuma vm Van, has reached Khoi; Uriia has been i. 

is Majesty's consul at Tabriz "has made at {ec BAe oe 
athers to Ieavo with Russian troops: It is more than, probable wei ees oad 
Aine will bo cut ab Tabriz,» Olic tere hes been clot, bur loge ew nee ronan 

p cut at abriz. “ but tle ill 
over the wire to Tifis, | Should this happon it will euuse, great folae in noe ps 
ove ‘ wppen: it will. cause great, delay in désvateh ot 
telegrams from here to Petrograd, ns a telegram over Russian vite takes three to foe 
(Repeated to Petrograd.) 


SS eee 


(a71ay al 








[RocticiSsiso ca ST 
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(2298) No, 12, 


0 a) Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey. —(Received January 4.) 


Telegraphic.) R. 
a ear Tehwan, January 4, 1915, 
Your telogram No, 2 of 3rd January, 

My Frenoh calleague reosived uo answer, 

Heneral Hjalmarson soys that all officers on active list. of Swedish army must 
returm home by Ist March, bi i i i junior ul 
cour at ih ut that remainder will stay. This leaves u junior but 

Porsian Government are most anxious that Colonel oll 
ouiain, He would much like to do so, and it ig moat desirable heck tess 


fo is keen, reasonable, recognises Persia’s dil i ei i 
Rete net ‘ersia’s difficulties, and can be relied on to make 








[937] No, 18, 
So, 1) Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
"Telewiaphic, 


ic ’ Foreign Office, January 4, 1915. 
ee Wa TOWNLEY’S. telegram No. 5 of 3rd. Gane tees eal 
Rasta ie Rcellenoy should discuss tho: soviousness of th prosent situation with 
4; wai Minister for Foreign Affairs, communicating to his Excellenoy, if you consider 
it desirable, the substance of Sir W. "Townley's above-mentioned telograrn. 
nett au can remind him that I am prepared after the war to discuss a revision of the 
RR Mussian agreement about Persia, and that nothing which huppens in Persia 
during the war will be rogarded by me as prejudicing this discussion, 
Rasta ee amouut object during the war is that thera shiould not bo a breach between 
nasa and Persian Govornment Jeading to an uprising in Persia against Russia, and 
toP rain Toa common wanse with Turkey and Germany. i 
0 course that seems tome most hopeful would bo withdrawal of Russi: 
from Pérsia and a aiall Subsidy from Russian ai itis Navarationty tolbiel 
1 ind British Gover 
See arate to raise a force to repel Turks. Sep matoe paee 
oraian Government thes i ki ect i 
vost ot ARE ee n resisted Turks the moral effect in Maliommedan 
‘Curks withdrew, the alrategi¢ position of Russia’‘on that side w 
i : egic posi ‘auld be secure 
F df Turks. overpowered Persian resistatoe, or if Persia played false pial 
Convmott cause with Turkey, tho hands of Russia would. be perfectly free now and ia 
the a Pel at Hg a (a Ele lier interests in Persia wheneyer it suited her, 
eems fatal is that i e Persi: i 
sie dianzis should alicoate Porsin at a moment when Russian 
Chis course would have the double disadvantage of 
Russia's muterial interests in Persi and at the fee it 
it same time’producing w i 
foral elfsct in Matiommedan world, which would bo moat enibarmacsing tone Poe 


Iv would indeed be most sorious if we iated wit joy hostil 
ona Vous fade is if we were usgociated with a policy hostile to 


(Repeated to Tehran.) 


Sen ee 


[1872] No, li, 


RaeCN Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received January 5,) 
Petrograd, January 4, 1915, 


esta 

NISTER for Foreign Affairs, to whom T communicated your tel x 

nd Junuaiy this moraing, his writton to say that, accoriion to Le win oe 
tuilitary authorities in Csucasus inti to oppose advance of Turks and Renken 
obrie, “Mls Hxoellency added that he would at ones let me kung tt tree decision 


: conversation his Excallency ssid that j 
Was isoloss to count upon Persian ability to resist Turkish ndvance, and tee fe testa 


endangering temporarily 





So 
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(2688) No, 16. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received Janwiry 6.) 

(No. 15.) 

(Talore hic.) Petrograd, January 5, 1915: 

SHOA-ESSOLTANER, who lies beon: here fo sono meek, aid wh has élled 
‘on me on his arrival, in leaving shortly for Persis, having been pardoned for part 
which he took in ex-Shuh's return four years ago. 

Persian Minister told me yesterday that the Prinog, whose daughter is to he marsied 
to the present Shab, had received a telegram from His Majesty reqnesting. him to 
return, Prince, he snid,-had, when Sir.A. Hardinge was, Minister at ‘Tehran, been on 
‘best of terms with British Legation, and he expressed hope thet, those relations might 
be now renewed. His Highness: had no intention of playing political! rélo, bit was 
auxious to use influence which he might pnssoss in support of Anglo-Russjn polioy. 
Persiun Minister thought it would be politic for us to keep in close touch with him, as 
he might be useful as a cliannel for conveying advice to the Shab. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, to whom 1 repeated above this morning, said that 
the Prince did not inspire him with entire confidence, and that’ not long ago he had 
been German Emperov’s guest at Berlin. He was, however, intelligent and well= 
informed, and we ought certainly to be civil to him. He was to haye bad audience 
‘of Emperor before leaving, but His Mnjesty is laid up with fever attack, and unable 
tosee aiyone. ‘he Princo is to-be given brilliants of Alexander Novski Order, which 








he alreaily possesses, 
(Gent to Tehran.) 
(1726) uh 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Kdicurd Grey. —(Receivrd January 6.) 
(No. 16.) 
(Telogeaphic,) Petronrad, Janunry 8, 1915. 
SPOKE to Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning in terms of your tolegram 
No. LL of 4th January and read to him greater part of ‘Tehran telegram No, 5 of 
3rd. Jannary, 

His Excelleney said that question of withdrawal of Russian troops had never beon 
seriously considered except in contiawoncy of their having to retire before oyers 
whelming, numbers, Anything that Rnssian Minister had sat on the sithject had, 
only referred to latter eventunlity, It was useloss to nak Russian Governmont, to 
withdraw them, us they could not do so without a serious loas of prestige, which 
Russian publi¢ opinion would never tolerate, No confidence could bo placed in 
‘Turkish promisés, nor in ability of Persia to resist Turkish advance, It,wad tidiculous 
to pretend that Varkish incursion was due to presduce of Russian troops, and Persia 
should remember that it was owing to Russia that Turkey had) not incorporated 
Persian frontibr districts. Attitude of ‘Persiin Government ond of those who 
inspired it. was open” to suspicion of hostility to Russia, and proposal to eond 
Ain-ed-Dowleh, who was well known, for his anti-ltussian sentiments, to Tabriz, was 
but fresh provocation. If Russian troops were to be recalled situation would be 
created that would in the end force Russia to annex Azerbaijan, which was the one 
thing he wished to a Since he saw me yesterday it had heen decided to reinforce 
Russian troops by a division: Russia waa determined to repel Turkish advance, and 
when once Persian Government realised that she was strong enough to do so. they 
would very quickly change their attitude, ‘They had ) to tho’ present imagined thht 
they could presume on Russia's difficultios ond supposed weakness, F 

Although T said all Loould toimpress your views on Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Tam personally of opinion that, in’ view of military sitnation, we cannot reasonably 
expect Russia to recall her troops. and a very bad impression will be made hore if it 
Becomes known that we are urging her to do so, 

(Kepeated to Tehran.) 





































11762) No, 17. 


Ses) Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 6.) 
(No. 17, 


(Welegraphic.) Petrograd, January 6, 1915, 

| PERSIAN Minister has called my attention to artielo in Novoe Vremya” against 
officers of Swedish gendarmerie on the ground that they are carrying on German 
Propaganda, and stating that Sir W. Townley had protested to Persian Government 
against the conduct of some of them. 

| I told Minister for Foreign Affuirs thie morning that, so far as I was aware, latter 

| statement was incorvect, and that I should much regret were press/eampaign started 

| against gendarmerie at a moment like the present. 


His Excellency said that he quite agreed, and that he had had a warning given to 
“Novoe Vremya.” 


(Sent to chran:) 
































(2035) No. 18. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan. 







(No, 16.) 

Ei 1 oR. Foreign Offce, January 6, 1916. 
INDO-EUROPEAN Telegraph Department here have tecoived a telegram from 

‘Tehran stating that 10,000 Kurds and a Turkish battalion with artillery have arrived 

to within two days! marches from Tabriz, Please ascertain from Minister for Foreign 

Affains what ho proposes in these circumstances, 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 



























(1298) No, 19, 
Sir Haward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 
(No, 18) 
Ustegraphic) Foroign Ofice, January 6, 1915. 
WEDISH general informed Sir W. Townley in Decomber that Swedish Minister 





for Foreign Affaira hid instructed him to state officially that Swedish gendarmerie 
mission would be withdrawn on lst 


March, 19! He added that step was a 
consequence of determined cian opposition with which Swedish officers were 
confronted, General now atates all officers on active list of Swedish army must return 
by Jat’ March, but, remainder will stay in Persia, 

Tt seems very desirable that Colonel Folke should be ullowed to remain, 
Would Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs be willing to take joint action at 
Stockholm to obtain this. 
. Tvappears imperative that some 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 











‘endarmerio officers shall be rotained at present 
















(1726) No. 20. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 









(Telegraphic, Foreign Ofice, January 6, 1915. 
YOUR telegram No, 16 of bth January : Russian troops in Azerbaijan, 
Nou should explain to Minister for Foreign Affairs that the starting point of all 
this discussion was the request of the Russian Minister at ‘Tehran to Sir W. Townley 
to inform Persion Government that ths Russian troops were going to be withdraws 
from Azerbaijan for strategical reasons, 
| T assumed from this that Russie required troops elsewhere: and that the military 
| prospect in the Caucasus was temporatily not good. If the victory im the Caucasus, 
on which 1 most heartily congratulate Minister for Foreign AGnirs, enables Russia to 
send troops:to save Tabriz from advance of Turkish Kurds, I have no more to any. 
T thought the nse made of Shuja would alienate the Persian Government without 
repelling tho Turks, and so it proved, but that is past history. 















| 
| (No. 20) 
| 























‘Townley in'a vary awkward position. He would \ceriainly not have soid anything to 
Persian Goverumieat about witi@rawal of Rseisn troops uilebe Russian Minstan tad. 


ou 
E must, however, point out that, Russian Minister at Tebran has put Sir W> 


asked him todo so,andI should notat this moment have raised the question with’, 
Minister for Foreign: Affat 











[2105] No, 21, 


‘Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 7.) 


‘No. 19.) 
{faezrphie) Petrogrd,Janutry 8, 1018. 
ALY telegram No.1G'of 5th Vauaanys Rilssinn troops in 


On my reverting to question this morning Minister for Voreign Affuim explajned 
that Russian Government did not intend! to send reinforcements to Peraik.at.oncey 
Dt to bp a division of new army. enrpe bch they were sending ta the aveasua 
ready for'immeditite despatch’ to-Porsix should military situation there ,naquire. ita> 


presence: 
(Sent to: Téhran,) 





(2682) No, 22) 
Sit W>Tdimtey to: Sip Bibard Greys-(Received January.1.) , 
(Nort) 


(Télegraphic.) » 

SEB ow ae rain f ie ‘ 

Ttlisimpossible'to estimate strengtlt of ‘the oppoaiig fdrcas.from contradictory: 
reportenow-svailable Russian. troops, abont, 2,000 strong, ana sai ‘till jus, 
outside the town, and the ee troop3) eau ited variously at: 6,000 ta.30,000 men,:, 
wore said ta bé one day's march away, yesterday, i 

Ibis impossiblé for the: Pérsisin Government ‘to. datend the town, because allthe, 
available “guns,-atms, and ammunition belonging to the Persian Governmant wero, 
given to Shuja by the, Russian consul-general, and fell into theislands of the Nurks 
when he was defeated. Portion of the Persian Cossacks wore disarmed and disbanded 
by the Russians before leaving, romaindor..they:tookaviththem;: with itisrbelieved, 
intention to send them here vii Baku, 

(Repeated to Petrograd.) 


Tehrun, January 7 1015. 












No, 23, 
Sir G? Buchanan (o/Sir Eiteard Grey —(Reveived January 8.) , 


‘No, * u 
(ns, iphic. _Pateoyras January 7) 191%. 

Same 2 aunisang Mitiister for Foreign Affairs contents of your telegram. 
No, 20 of {ith January his Mxcelléncy said that he thought that Sir W, Townlay, must, 
have misunderstood Russian Minister, as anything that latter had said: about. with 
drawal'of Russian troops liad only roferred ‘to. possible eventuality, of their haying, tai, 
withiraw before a:vastly’ superior Narkish force, 2 i 

With regard to your telegram No. 160f Oth January, his Bxcallonoy, said that 
report referred to had not yet: reached him, but, that-if it was confirmed he would,, let ) 
me know at ouce what provisions Russian Government: proposed’ to. take to, moet, 
threatened danger.’ IU wonld not, hi thought, reqnire a strong Russian foroe ta deal, 
witha mixed body of 10,000/Kurds ind ‘Turks, but hé gave me to understand that 
reinforcements would if necessary be sent to Tabriz. 
(Seut to ‘Tebitan.) 


(4518) 











p71} 
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[2518] No, 24, 


(aay) Sir'G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 8.) 


(Welesraphic) R, 
e Petrograd, January 7, ‘ol 
RUSSIAN Government have just receivedia telegram co tree LO: 
detachment at Tabriz bas left thore for stratogical ressens att st hatin 


Julfa, Russian Government stat iz wil i 
Eu, fusina Goverment stata that Tabriz will of course be teoccupied as tcc, an 


(Sent to Tehran.) , 
(8060) No. 25, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edhcard Grey.— (Received January 8.) 
(No. 12) Secret.) 
eee eh 
Sir P. Cox, in the name of the General Off i i 
Shine eco }¢ General Officer Commanding British Forces, 
obisaing ack aod oalinble ingonnation fran eg in et praca 


and Bagdad concerning Turki i 
Sieh i rom Bagdad concerning Turkish troops in 
bo obtained Utteh Thave securod a channel through which this interne 


Tehran, January 8, 1915, 


f ah. 
on account of his family tics 


liad. good 
> alivays put obstacles 
ious creeds are given 


(Bent to India and Bushire,) 


(2343) 


No, 26. 


(Ne, 0) ‘Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 


(Mlegxphio) 

YOUR tolegram No, 3 of 2nd January: Bakhtiari 

‘There aro ertain points in your proposal whigh vere ae ake 

e Dritht ne niece Proposal which require elucidation before scheme 
You wore satisfied that situation were euch i iti 

sehen, and that these waro'no ote means to enaureite yotegy fee? ettiah 

Scheme, but I gather from your telegram No. 6; paragraph 6,’ that you denote 


‘apprehend this, 
at Tehran detachments of Cossack brigade 


nc eaves, Cumderstand dat there azo 

and of Swe i i 

a Paty : Fortean and that latter are efficient (sea your despatch No, 36 of 
aye aa ‘i 

eat ee were, in addition, brought to ‘Tehran, troubles would ensue between 


‘The presence of a British officer, it it 
> to be associ 
caer 16 Of great advantage, but it is questoantle? if jee 
If you consider these difficulties ink it i i 
such free, wil so inform Russian Minin fa eis at Tat Lo have 
Please repeat this and your reply to Petrograd, . 


ee 


Foreign Office, January 8, 1915, 
ra. 


h the new force, would 
issian’ Government would 


IL 


[8348] No. 27. 
Sin Hdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


(No. 26.) 
(Tel ic. Foreign Office, January 8, 1915. 

ERIN Ambassador here haa been mentioning the question of Cabinet chan; 
at Tehran and asking that Sir W. Townley should 'be instructed to support hie Russian 
‘colleague in effecting them, 

Persian’ Government are contiually asking for money, and it is necessary to Rive, 
emer answer and very undesirable to\drive them into the hands of Germans and 

i 

think, therefore, that any pressure at\Tehran ought to take thn forma of offering: 
some relief to financial necessities of Persian Government on suitable conditions, 

What answer does Minister for Foreign Affairs think should be given to the 
application for financial: help ? 

Repeat to Tehran. 


[3035] No, 28, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 9.) 


(No, 25.) 
Telegraphic.) Petroyrad, January, 1916. 
IY telegram No, 24 of 7th January and ‘Tehran telegram No, 11 of 7th Tanuary, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning told me that, in consequence of strength 
of advancing force, aah y authorities had decided to withdraw Russian troops from 
‘Tabriz as they did not, wish to risk a reverse. Russian troops. would be, concentrated 
at Julfa till further reinforcements had been received. Bxcellency said that he 
personally regretted this decision, as he. believed that Russian force, amall ag it was, 
would lave held its own. 

Tsaid that what I regretted was the mistake committed by Russian Government 
in not following our advice to withdraw their troops when ‘Lurks had offered. to. with+ 
draw theirs simaultancously, ‘Turks would’ then have been deprived of thein only, 
pretext for invading Persia, and even if they had broken thein promiso and! advanced 
on Tabriz, Russia would have been in a far better position than’ she wan at present, 
and would not haye been held responsible. rom language which he had recently 
held I had hoped that Russian troops would have been strong enough to hold ‘Tabriz, 
but if, as it now appears, this was not the case, their retention was a ‘great mistake, 

His Excellency replied that possibility of theit haying to withdraw before a 
superior force had always been contemplated, and that final docision naturally rested 
with military authorities. Ho protested that Russiti was inno way responsible for 
what had happened, and) attributed all the blame to wenk and incapable Poratan, 
Gavetmontict reciackad tbat by giving Shuja all the available guns and ammunition 
Russian consul-general had deprived Parsi Government of their only means of 
defence, His Excellency replied that if wnything wont wrong in Persia I always, put, 
it down to action of Russian consuls, and that he had equal grounds of complaint 
against some of our agents. I said that in present caso 1 was but stating a fact. 

Thave requested acting military attaché to endeavour to ascertain what military 
authorities propose to do, 

(Sent to Tebran.) 





(8351) No, 29; 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 0.) 


(No, 14. Very Confidential.) 
(®elegniphic. Tehran, January 9, 1915. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia, 

Sir G. Buchanan’s telegram No. 22 of 7th January. 

Russian Minister was much too explicit for any misunderstanding to have beon 
possible, Moreover, our conversation was not a short oe, and'T sliould not have acted 
3 I did had there been any possibility that I had misunderstood my collesgac, 
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No, 305: 
Sir WV. Townley ta Sin Bdwward Groy.—(Recaived January 10:) 


: Tehran, January l0, 1018. 
TAND that. 600 Turks have taken. peaceable posession of Tabriz and 
‘Kurdish tribesmen have not entored the eity. The Turks have put a censor in 
tho Persian telegraph office. It is reported that the American consul accompanied 
tho German consul and a ‘Turkish consular representative to meet the ‘Turkish troops 
who were also welcomed by two-thirds of the population, 
(Ropeated to Petrograd) 





[40ss)* NG, 31! 
Fe Sin'W! Tountey to Sir Watoard Grey — (Rédeived Vanuary 11.) 
ft raphe) ' 


Téhran; January 10, 1915; 
‘OUR telogtam No. 6 of Sth January, : 


Huation’ heve»dépends ou policy “Rlissin “intends ‘tovpursue.’ Kvacnation was 
gondition uporwhich'l based my/opinion that foreign communi ms “00 ‘risk, All! 
Would bowel were Russian” Government to’ devlare definitely their detérmitixtion 10 
hold North Persia ‘in: forces» Fidliing that). I ‘soo%no: gunrantee for vectity "unless 
Rustam troopg aro entitoly within: Avshilly-shallying policy based bn an apparent 
inability'to withstand ‘a: Kutd-Turkish rabble, which!is unsupported by any ‘rein- 
foroomént,|is held to:denotein weaknoss:whioh! ig aught with 'daugerfar European 
and Atmonian/communities.: Onediy Rusviaw Minister says that evacuation-has been 
devided'ipony hocontraditts his own’ statement next ‘day. Ou 6th: January Russian 
troops wvere:withirawn from Kazvin's yestarday manager of Tixperiall Bank of Parsi 
reports thiit'they are to stop:! Ruissiaus themselves scoff at Cossack brigade as a protection. 
As { have ondeavourod:to-make it clear in correspondence subsequent tomy despatch 
No, 36, 1914jigendarnerie has deteriorated ‘of lata. ‘Thisvis due to want ‘of ‘money, 
departtitero£ many senior Swedes, whi have not been replaced;!and ‘micertainty about 
force's:future. Mbreover,: open ‘championship, of ‘ireo-Gérman ‘cause by Swedish’ 
offivers his made niauy. péople approliensive'ol loyalty-of the force. 

Provision was wiadélin 1913 for: 300! Bakhtiaris to remain:here. ‘They did not do. 
‘so (because Government did not pay then ‘There'is now no fear ‘of collision Between 
‘two forces unless gendarmerie sided against Government in a disturbance, Bakhtiar? 
governors, by assisting gendarmerie in provinces, have dispelled: allNold ill-feeling, 
‘heroforo it-\ns not sy. jde that 4 British afieer should be. dirvctly connected. with 
Bakhtiaris, but that it would calm mapy anxious people if a military man were 
temporarily attached to the legation. Such’anvofficer, if he know Persia well, could 
Keep eye on Bakhtiaris, Since I tolegraphed Prime Minister hus independantly sent 
for 500, They will strangthen the Goyernment's hand. 
T do not personally anticipate any danger to Buropean community, but many 
Reps Haye been frightened by alarms-and Turkish thrests that they will drive 
ussians out of North Persia, 
(Repeated to Petrograd.) 


sss 
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[4030] No. 32, 
Six G. Buchanan to Sir Bétoard Groy.—(Recoived January 12,) 


fo, 38.) 
(re raphic.) Petrograd, January 11, 1115, 
fitter for Foreign Affairs came to see me yesterday to talle about: Persia, 

His Excellency, who seamed greatly depressed, commenced by saying that wero it 
not for the war he would place his resignation into the Exaperor’s hands as'thie only 
means of escaping from impossible situation, He attached even'greater value to close. 
relations with England than with France, apd all his peraonal feelings prevented hig 
pursuing a policy contrary to ours, He could not, however, march in line with us if 
we continued to regard Russia with inveterate suspicion. We refused to’ apogee 
her vested rights and interests in North Persia, and, forgetful of process by which we 
had acquired our Empire in Asis, we opposed the slightest extension of Russian 
influence for fear of it bringing her nearer India. Ho had often enough boen told 
what Russia might not do, but he would like to know what we would allow her to do 
and what was the definite policy of His Majesty's Government in Persia. Natural 
deduction to be drawn from creation of spheres of influence in 1907 was that neither 
of us was entitled to interfere with what the other did in his sphere, but we had never 
obsorved this mile. If we thought, our sphera too small ho would let 1s extend it, and 
partition of neutral sphere was, in his opinion, the most practical solution. Wo were 
opposed to this owing to our mistrust of Russia and to fear of anything in the shape of 
a coterminous frontier, 

ZT said it was but natural that we as an island kingdom should not) desire to 
see India limitrophe with apy Great, Power, however, friendly our feelings for that 
Power ight bo. | We had oven objocted to being eoanected. with Franc by. ebannel 

tatesmen had to look ahead, and we should haye) ta, provide for defences of 
India even were it our friend and ally who was India’s next-door neighbour, But it 
was not fear of bringing Russia nearer to India, but the fact that you had attachetl 
your signature to an agreement under which Persian integrity and’ independence ware 
to be maintained that made you unwilling to or ‘8 course that would be regarded as 
first step towards the partition of Persia. We. did not dispute Russia's predominant 
ition in North Persia, and if she would only respect: legitimate susceptibilities of 
ersian, Government, Ruésia’s interests there could be amply safeguarded without a 
word of complaint on our part. When the time came for revision of the 1007 agtes- 
ment we ought, instead of embarking on a policy of partition, to endeavour to define 
tore presialy our reepective rights and obligations Poth in our ow and neutral 
spheres, : 

Referring to the next ‘complaint his Excellency has recently, made about the 
Persian Government, I said that latter, in asking Russian Government to withdraw. 
their troops, hid not heen prompted by any hostile focling to Russia, but by Koneat 
desks) a scien DarPint aavRaes aka CAMA wR OSHA aca ka place. ‘Russian 
military authorities seemed to haye so ignored real situation at ‘Tabriz, that only. the 
Breoddidp evening the acting military attaché hnd been informed that the town was in 
no danger. 

His Excellency admitted that he himself had not been kept accurately informed 
of the intentions of military authorities, und stated that there had’ beon ® succession of 
orders and connter-orders sent to general in command at Tabriz, He declined 
altogether to accept my defence of conduct of Persian Government, and accused: them 
of persistently pursuing an anti-Russian policy, in which ho regretted to suy they were 
encouraged by His: Majesty's Legation. I denied this Tater stuement, saying that 
support which Sir W. Townley had given to request for withdrawal of Russian troops 
had been fully justified by what had taken place since. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs then said that he had had along conversation sth 
Shoa-ee-Sultaneh, and that, though he did not place iraplieit confidence in lili. or any 
Onlohtallstig Karl been atrick by te inciinatay Eopwdadeokok alll heUinaes golujtTon ae 
Persia. Speaking of the present Government, Show lind remarked that they were quite 
unfit to cope with.a critical situation like the presént, but that Russin would not be 
able to get rid of them by herself, and that in order to do so\she must secure co- 
operation of England. Unfortnnately his Highness had added that’ overyboly nt 
‘Tehran knew that the two legatious no longer worked together, and from all that he 
had heard M. Korostovets was not the proper) man’ to represent Russia av Tehran, 
Referring next to, your telegram No. 26 of Sth January, contents of which I'had 
communicated to him in-a private letter, his Excellency saii) that Ala-es-Sultaneh’ and 


fi714] B 





M4 


his son must go, I then told him that in a conversation which I had had with 
Minister of Finance on preceding day I lis spoken to his Excellency on the subject of 
an advance. In xeply to question which he had addressed to me about suggested 
amount [had told him that you had not specified it in your telegram, bit that Persian 
Minister had informed me that his Government was asking Russia and Great Britain 
to advance 300,001. each. His Excellency had replied that as Minister of Finance he 
was opposed to any advance, ont that if Minister for Forvign Affair considered it 
necessary, he thought ho might consent to ono of 200,001, 

Ministerfor Foreign Affairs said that ho would speak to Minister of Finance, and 
gave me to understand that he would agree to advance this amount provided’ that 
changes «lesired wero effected in Persian Government, 





[4412] No, 33, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Rdward Grey —(Roevieed January 12.) 
(No. 20.) 


(olegranhic) |B Leliran, January 12, 1915, 
RIME MINISTER sont this worning to tell mo'that general officer commanding 
gendarmerie has decided that the force at, Kerman must. be tomporarily withdrawn te 
Gonsequenes Of shortage'of Swedish officers. Twas asked to explain that force would 
olunn at tho first available opportunity, but I received no\ satisfactory reply to my 
question as to-steps to be taken to maintain order on the oad and repel any possible 

jaloohi raids, 

Ponding wu exprvssion of opinion froin Kerman, Tcan only state that. gendarmerie 
jnot with nothing but wbuse from late consul at Kerman ind thut financial agent. thers 


tas declared his total inability to give thom any financial ussistance from provineial 
revenues. 


SSS SS ee ae 


[4030) No, 34. 


sit Sin Baward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 

No. 67 

‘Telopreaphio.) Foreign Opies, January 18, 1915. 
YOUR salograin No: 38 of 11m onvary Pema i! 

Tho question of extension of Russian or British inthience respootively in Praia 
has not entered into anything [ hays said about Persia since war bogan, 

Thave bee anxious that Russia should not quarrel with Persia ot be aggressive 
to Porsian Government, solely: because the offect iu uniting all Mussulmans om tuskioe 
Side might causo,trouble in India and Egypt that would impair our strength in the 
war in Europe, 

Also it Reamed to ae that the'action of Russian officials in Northern Porsia was 
not caloulated to serve Russian interests against Turkey. 


U thought there were two possible courses for Russia to pursue ;— 

1. 19 send suficient Russian troops to drive ‘Vurks out of Azerbaijan and atop 
their advance into Northern Persia, 

2 1o withdravw Russian troops aud get eredit, at ‘Tehran for doing 6, thereby 
Gither soeuring opposition of Persians to ‘Turks or olae, if Persian Government did ace 
Teslat the ‘lurks and sided with them, acquiring the right for Russia to tao things 
into her own hands later ou when she was able to do so. 


because it began with a 
in failure Against 
officials did not adopt either, 


I would therefore earnestly: ask Minister. for Foreign Affairs to believe that any” 
Heidporen T have made about) Persin during the war have been influenced by a 
feeling of tho solidarity of Russian and British interests in the war, and s'belief that 


15 


neither Russian nor British interests were being served by the policy pursued by 

jan officials in Persia. “ ih eda 
ae aa sole consideration is whether policy pursed in Persia, i likely’ to 
help or hindor thé progress of the war. During the war the Persian question docs not 
exist for me apart from its effect on the war. . ‘ 5‘ 

Thope that Russian victories in the Coucasus will far outweigh stately any 
round gained by ‘Turkey in Persia, but I fear that) Turkey: has gained a certain 
jiplomatic footing anit good-will in Persia that may be-em! in the Mugsulman. 

hick is’a matter of serious consequence 10 us, ; : 
steps can be taken to recover lost ground it is for Russia to decide, 
ly I can see nothing except to attach Persian Government to our 
side by meeting the’ pressing request that they are, making for an advance of 100,000, 
We would adyance half of this af Russia agroed to advance the other, Does Minister 
for Foreign Affairs think this desirable, and, if so, on what conditions? It is no good. 
making stiff or disagreeable conditions now if we are to make:the adyanoe at. all. 
(Hepaated to Tehran, No. 16,) 


(7688) No. 35, 


Mr. Howard to Sir Baward Grey. —(Recoived January 20) 


(No. 2.) i 
‘elographic.) R. Stockholm, January 20, 1915, 
t OSTTTSTICR for Ronigu Aldi hes’ apskoute ce Mies callgngae and' to ie 

ecting Swedish officers in Persia, , 
rip tafecends Ustiec aed) inal toy aataat lennon usd ‘appenred! xecantly. fn 
“‘Noyoo Vremya” to the offect that officers were not keeping an altogether neutral 
attitude, and. ssid hi thought that their prosence in Persia yyas. parhaps no Jongot 
[2.group, omitted) Russion and British Govoraments, Swedish Government. ys, 6 
previously stated, only unxiousto do what was Ria fo these two Governments in 
this matter, but in consideration of naturally dilfioult position of these officers, which 
had been increased on account of the war, Swedish Government, snless. the. two 
Governments particularly wished them to remain, would like to withdraw them on. 
ini Match, aa they bad obejually intended i 

‘He requester that he might haye a reply as soon as convenient, 


(7688) No. 26, 


Sir Bitoard Grey to Sir 0. Buchanan. 
a) : 


(No. 81 ; 
(Teloyraphie.) BR. Foreign Ofice, January 21, 1016, 
eee HOWARD'S ialogeam No.2 of 20ch sanuaiy: Boot atateate te Pontin. 

As little more lian a month xomaing, Chopo that I may very shor réoeive.teon 
Tussian Minister for Foreign Affairs favourable reply so wy tolegrwm No, 18 of 
6th Tanuary. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No, 19.) 





No. 37. 
Sir Hateard Grey to Mr. Howard 
io.) Foreign Office, January 21, 1915, 


£7688) 


fae 
3? ‘Ae 

‘OUR telegram No 2 of 20th Jannuxy = Swedish officers in Persia, 

When article in question appeared, Sir G. Buchanan deprecated any: pros 
campaign against gendarmeric, and Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs eonoutred 
and gaid that he had warned the newspaper. His ae 

‘ovo wooks go Tunged at Petrogead desirability of rolaining in Posi at leas, 


some Swedish officers, including Colonel Folke. : 7 
Tam now pressing for reply of Russian Minister for Foreign Affi 
You may <0 inform Minister for Foreign Affairs privatsly if he again xaiges 
‘question in conversation. 
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(9066) No. 38, 


ieee Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received January 24.) 

0, 27, 

(Celeyoephis) Tehran, January 24, 1915. 
FOLLOWING from Seistan, No. 4 of 22nd January -— 


“Tn August Inst both consul-general at Meshed and I addressed Afghan 
authorities about a band of robbers who habitually raided Persian territory between 
Bandan and Duroh, 

‘* Replies received were that culprits whom we named were not known. 

Rresh outrage occurred in December (see my diary No: 

‘Governor of Seistan sont out force of 100 men on the 8th instant, who traced the 
band to an encampment 16 miles within Afghan border. ‘They killed twelve out of 
twenty men, and also'one woman, by an’ attack. 

“It is probable that’ Afghan authorities will make trouble about violation of 
frontier, though they have criminally failed to suppress band themselves, 


‘*(Sont to Tehran, No. 4; repeated to Foreigu Office, No, 17, (., and consul-general 
at Meshed, No. 18, 0.)? 





{9062} No, 39. 

Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edvard Groy —(Reevived January 25.) 
(No. 91,) 
(Welegraphic,) P. Petrograd, January 21, 1915, 

RUSSIAN policy in Persia, 

As I was unable to go to see M. Sazonof to-day, his Excellency called on me. His 
Excelloney said that he quite understood und appreciated the motives which had 
inspired the various suggestions respecting Porsia which you had put forward since the 
war hogan. On tho conclusion of the war his Excellency hoped actt wont beoune 
possible to revive the 1907 agreement in» mannor which would satisfy both parties ; 
meanwhile he could assure me that Russia did not wish to extend her Present 

ssoasions in Persia, though she was quite prepared to agree to an extension of the 
British sphere. 

Tn speaking of the advance of 100,000, montioned in the last paragraph of your 
telegram under reference (No. 67- of 18th January), his Excellency aaid that he 
had ‘that sum at his disposal, but that, until the changes which he wished to see 
made in the Persinn Government had been effected, he could not consent to making 
‘any advance, It could not be expected that he should furnish funds to a Govern: 
ment of whose anti-Russian intrigues, carried on with the Turks, he had ample 
proof from telegrams in his possession, 

‘The military authorities had, his Excellency informed mo, deciiled that the 
Russian troops should return to'Tabriz in view of the Russian consul at Soujboulak 
haying beon murdered, Tesaid that I hoped that sufficient troops would be sent to 
remove all possibility of a reverse His Excelle replied that he himself was 
unoware of the exact numbers of the Russian contingent, but that there were at 
‘Tabriz only about some 6,000 Turks and'Kurds. He added that if the Russian 
forey had not been strong enough to deal with the situation the ‘military authorities 
would never have sanctioned its return. 





(9902) No 40. 

Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived January 20.) 
(No, 29.) 
Melegraphic,) Tehran, January 26, 1915. 

T CALLED on the Valiahd yesterday to take leave of His Imperial Highness 
hefore his departure for’ Tabriz. Russian Minister has an audience to-day, when he 
may urgo that, Russian Government consider moment inopportune for Heir-Apparent 
to take up his post. 

‘This does nov appear to-me to be the cage. Prince will not enter Tabriz unless 
‘Turks haye evacuated it. ‘This will enable Persian Government to insist on its 
evacuation, If the Turks refuss to do so Persian- people will be enlightened as-to 


@ rather auti 


V7 


trae intontiong of Turks. Public opinion will bo’ probably aroused against thom it 
they Hop, Hot-Apparont from taking possesion ot 0 pent to which te has ‘een 
appointed by th ; 
nie liye dered petdaraon unde. wldPesian elteer are eo aeoueen SV 
have atrongly advised Persian Government to let it be known that, thoy ono, ent 
merely a8_an escort on road, and to let them return here as soon as Prince reaches 
Tabriz. Ihave pointed out’that t Koop men at Tabrie as an escort aight, be 
misinterpreted, and that it might bo taken to. mean that Perdan Govcrameey hen 
akon advantago of situation to establish force contrary to. previously expresved 
vrialies of Russian Governinent, 


(9062) 


py 21) 


No, 41. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
Office, January 26, 1015. 


Telegraphic) R. Foreign i 
SiG. BUCHANAN talogram No. 91 of BA Tustores’ Moan policy in 


sia. 
I will await your observations. 


(20515) No. 42, 


Sir W. Towiley to Sir Haieard Grey: —(Reveived January 27.) 


(No, 30, Seoret.) 
‘Néloceraphic.) Tolivan, January 27, W915. 
‘Acpordaniee with sanotion contained in your talegram No, 12, I have instruated 
Mr. Cowan to proceed to Ker Upon his arrival there he will be putin 
touch with certain people through whom it ja hoped that teliable information 
respecting movement of troops in Bagdad and Mosul districts may be obtained, —T 
have aleo told Mr. Cowan to endeavour to sot his own information egenoy to control 
‘aecuracy of reports he may receive. 2 
Leading mullahs in Toiran have spontaneously informed me through o, 
ial sent well known, tomo chat they are eure dint sacred plas of Shia 
soot will come under British control, and that it ought to be welcome prospect, 
a8 experiences of thoir co-religioniats in India, Bgypt, and eliawhere have proved that 
thir faith is allowed to Hourish under British rule: Kor this reagon they see happier 
days for Persian pilgrims than under tyrannical and extortionate Turkish régime, 
‘They express: their, keen desire to further British arms, and to this ond are 
establishing a system of ‘secret correspondence with Bagdad, which will he put in 
communication direct with Mr. Cowan. 
(Addressed to Sir P, Cox.) 


‘No.'43. 

(Xo 82) Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 28,) 
(No. 32. 

(Telegraphic,) Tehran, January 28, 1915, 

‘ T DID uot repeat Colonel Cox's télegrams’ Nos. 137 and 141 from Basra, as [ 
Presume you have received them from India Office. - 

Minister for Foreign Affairs was with me again when T received! them, T theraforo 
communicated substance of their contents to his Highness, I urged that no time 
should be lost in taking necessary steps ae Bakhtiaris or otherwise to protect 
British subjects. and property, more especially oilfields. His: Highness. replied 
thatthe ‘mutier would receive. immediste attention, and that) Persian frontier 
would be defended, though this, he added, might mean war with Turkey. 
Representations, he said, have already beon mads to Turkish Ambassadarhere and at 
Constantinople. Position of Persian Government is very delicate, as pro-Turkish, or 
istian, movement has attained such dimensions that it is doubtful if a 
i714) F 


(10852) 
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declaration of war would be approved by people, Ihave also telegraphed to Sarda 
Jang and Sardar Bahadur,-calling upon them, upon receipt of orders from Tehran, to 
do their ntmost to protect British property. 


Twill also moye Sardar Assad’ and Samsam-es-Sultaneh, who are here, in same 
Bense. 


(Repeated to India and Basra.) 








[10853] No, 44, 
Nor 33) Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 28.) 
(No.3) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, January 28, 1915. 


YOUR tologram No, 21 of 26th Janiary. 

I entirely agreo with view of Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that no 
adyaneo should be mado tintil we are more sure of our ground. Tam most unwilling 
to bolievo that present Cabinet is playing us false yyithout, conclusive proof of their 
treachory. being produced. ‘Their tonura of office is, however, most uncertain, and 
money given to friends today might woll be used by enemies to-monow. Primo 
Minintor has practically resigned. St has quite pnosod out of tho power of tay Russian 
colleague and myself to procure nomination of Ministers. 

‘The sooner Russian troops drive ‘Turks ont of Azerbaijan the better, A‘ signal 
ofeat of Turks can alono re-establish situation in our fayour. Reports of ‘Durkish 
successes and German victories haye go encouraged hostile elements that there is 
hardly a man Toft on our sido to-day in Tehran, Papers that haye published our 
telograms) ire practically boycotted. Much the same situation is roported from 
Tspuhan, Yerd, Kashi, and Himadan. Meshed and Shiras appear to be calm at 
present, and Kermanshab still fayourable to us. 

Chef de cabinet told mo yesterday that Persinn Government had beou officially 
assured by Turkish Grand Vizier that ‘Turkey would entirely evacuate Persia if 
Russia did/the game. Lreferred him to ‘Turkey's attitude on the frontier of Arabistan, 
and said that Chad moro faith in a crushing Russian victoty, to restore Persians to 
their senses than in nssurances of a Turkish Grand. Vizior, of which His Majesty's 
Government hind had experience. 

If there is not am overwhelming Russian advimee within'a short timo, situation. 
horevwill become most serious, Present Cabinet talk about war with ‘Turkey, but I 
much doubt if the people would acquiescs in its’ declaration: I haye Bakhtiari 
assurances that they will resist Turkish advance in Arubistan, whethor Persia ds at 
wir with ‘Turkey or not, 





{10864} No. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Kidward Grey.—{Reevived January 28.) 
(No. 34) 


(elegraphic,) BR. Tehvin, January 28, 1915, 
MY telogram No. 33 of 28th January. 
__. Lave just received tolographic information that ‘Turks wh) have been en 
with Russians at Sofian, on the road to Julfa, have retired through ‘Tabriz towards 
Meraga. If the nows is confirmed, it will’ probably causo a complote chanwe in 
attitude of public hore, 
{in alto reported that Russian troops are being landed at Astara, 
(Sent to India and Bushire.) 








[10846) No. 46. 


re sony 7 @ Buchanan to Sir door Grey —(Racived January 29) 


Yelegraphic,) Ry Petrograd, January 28, 1915, 
Your telegram No. 18 of 6th January : Gendarmerie. iw 
, Aide-mémoire xeoeiyed from Russian Government stating that they have no 
objection to Colonel Volks romaining in Persia, and they aro ready to support any 
request to this effect: made by His Majesty's Government to Swedish Goversmont 
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rial Gi ent are of your opinion asto the desitability of retaining some.o! 
Sreceh cnet in Porsia, since the mudden departure of sll Roropean oficers 
sald probably not fail to cause disorganisation in Persian gendarmerie, and to res 
3 eee pein Ont Morrareniint some af Svodish often in Rothe hove 

wAifested aympathy with Germany, and haye gone so far as.to sprenc 
Sey a ueatal 10 Russia and hor allies, ao thst Sir W. Townley has been obliged to 
Address @ protest on the subject. to Persian Government. Choive of which Swedish 
Officers are to be invited to'remain ought thorefore to be made hy two legstions in 
consultation with Persian Government, and instructions have been sent: in this) senee 

jon Minister at ‘Tehran. i i 

8 ares aide-mémoire states that the Imperial Government must, as in the 
past, insist on Persian gendarmerie confining their activities in North ae to 
Zuarding certain roads, and on their avoiding all contact with Persian Cossack: brigade 
‘8 well as with Russian troops in Persia. 





(10248) Not, 
Sir Batcard Grey to Sir W. Tovey, 

(No.26.) eo r 
felographi Fareign Office, January 80) 1015, 
(Telegraph) GHANANS telegram No, 100 of 28 ee ated Savaestetin 

Persia. 


ar entivuly in view of Russion Minister for Foreign Affairs, ; 
Teves Sedheye te view duat oleae of wots Sivorlos is desirable oyen in ohvotic 
state of Government depioted-in your telegram No. 83 of 25th) Janunry, X qvill make 
Teprosentations to Swedish Government that officers named by you and’ your Russian 
colleague bo allowed to remain in Parsi, 
(Repated to Sir G. Buchanan, No. 14) 





(11851) Non ae. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdrcard Grey—(Reesived Tanuary 31.) 
Eig) ‘Pelikan; January 81, 1915 
R tel No. 26 of 80th January > Gendarmerie. 

P Qo tenet is is highest dogeee'deatrable thie Wolke, Casleberg, and Moalgn, 
‘of Swedish officers on activa service list, should remain, Polke is best. man to bo left, 
i d, and should’ go to Shiraz. i : , 
vn ovvith reserve oicéra who stay it should be quite possible to eabry on endatiadrie. 
sacoeésfully uutil at Teast the oud of the war, Some pro-German fire-branda hnyo got 
Swedes in general & bad name, but 1 think Bolke will boable to control his men better 
than Hjalmarson, who should go, taking with him Anden and Klingberg. Andon has: 

vecial cious influence, 

OE eorade hy Russian Minister for Foreiga’ Adin eden inbetisesouhl 
and suitable, 


SS ee eee ee 
(12227) No. 49) 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey. —(Received February 1.) 


R. ‘Teron, Pebruary 1, 1015. 
No. 32 of 28th January, 

Poiciolatintaten: ho lite jute callptien moa alors mo tbat cesar oxo ave 
been’ fasuod to Balditiariy to co-operate in defence of oilfslds should 'Turco-Araly 
Advance tontinue, His Highness expresses his conviction that foreos on spat would. 
suficg to safeguard oilfields and ebioek iuroad,  Xhang hero had already sent instruc~ 
tions to Sardars to protect oilfields. 

(Gant to Tadis, Bushire, and Mobotameral 
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(12382) No. 50. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bateard Grey.—(Received February 1) 


(No, 44.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 1, 1915. 

TY immediately preceding telegram, 

Consul st Kermanshah reports thot it is rumoured there that the Vali of 
Pushtickuh has joined ‘Turks. I have told him to cend special messenger to make 
auire, 

‘Porsian Government have received no information in this sense, Prime Minister 
promised me to-day to enquire atonce of the Governor-General of Arabistan, but said 
that ho did mot credit report, as the Vali hus of late acted most loyally towards 
Government, 

(Sent to India, Bushire, and Mohammerah.) 











(12353) No. 51. 
Sir W. Tounley to Sir Raieard Grey —(Received February 2) 
No. 45. Confidential.) 
'Telographic.) ‘Tehran, February 1, 1916. 
TN the courte of a visit he paid me yesterday afternoon, the Prime Minister asked 


my advice ag to what should now be done about the Vali Ahd going to Tabriz, He’ 
tard that his Highness was already on his way, in'a house just outside Tehran, and that 
the Shah is most anxious that he should proceed, 

‘Txeplied thot the situation appeared to me to be much changed by manner in 
which the Russian troops had had to return to Azerbaijan after having rel 1d. before 
‘advance of Turkish military force, Province had now fairly come within radius of 
Russian military operations. In tho circumstances it did not appear to me judicious or 
proper to send Valiahd to Tabriz without ascertaining for certain that it would 
be agreeable to the Russian Government that/he should go there. Moreover, Sardar 
Roshid had displayed remarkable tact and strength of character during recent ocoupa- 
tion of city, and it seemed to me that position of Voliahd would be a very delicate 
one in a Persian town under foreign military administration. I urged on his 
Highnoss that moment would be ill-chosen again to ask Russian Government to 
Withdraw thoir troops, and I pointed out that their presence in force in Tabriz was 
reully of great assistance to the Persian Government in maintaining neutrality of 
Porsia, since it could uot fail to calm the ardour of the violent. pro“Durkish pasty, 
which had mado itself so ovident and so objectionable bore during temporary occupa- 
tion of that town, I further took occasion to impress ou his Highness that the only 
way to sooure Russia's good-will was to abstain resolutely: from such vexatious annoy- 
ances as seeking to recall Persian Minister at Petrograd and consul-genoral at Tiflis at 
a moniont when hands of Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs are full. It was clear, L 
‘added; that Russian general at Tabriz wished to stow people all’ due consideration, and 
much good might result if Persian Government: would also adopt a more conciliatory 
attitude and let bygones be bygones. 

His Highness seemed more disposed to listen to my ndvice than had been the case 
on provious ocasions, though he endeavoured to’ bring: forward some of tho old 
arguments of what might have happened bad Russia done 60. 








(18628) No. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 4.) 


No, 61... Yery Confident.) 
trrateseaihie,) 

AY slogram No, 45 of 1st Febranry. 
Lapoke to Ministér for Foreign Atfairs in same bene yesterday as I did to Prime 
Minister ou Sunday, apd arged that Persia stands to derive most benefit from a policy 
oeethiation towards Russia than from one calculated to cause irritation. His 
Highness showwodl an inclination to dilate on Pursinn’ grievances, and argued that 


Tehran, February 4, 1915. 
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Russie did nothing for Persia, and that task of Government had_been made still more 
Aieult. by sudden revival of reactionary party under Shoa-ee-Sultaneh, who laimed 
to have a Russian mandate. $ : 

Turyed his Highness to think matter over and take the advice of a friend, 

Thave informed my Russian colleague of what I said to Prime Minister. 


i ee ae 


(13628) No. 53. 
Sir Baiward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 37.) 


(Tolegraphic.) R. Foreign Ofice, February 6, 1916. 
YOUR telegram No. 51 of 4th Februmy : Russia and Persia. 


Tapprove your action. 
ee eal 
(14462) No. 54, 


Mr. Howard to Sir Hdward Grey —(Reeeived February 7) 
(No, 9.) 


‘Telegraphic.) R. Stockholm, February’ 6, 1915; 
Cree THEN tlogram No, 41 of Bist January, and. your telegram No, 31 of Sth 
February to Tebran: Persian gendarmerie, ; ‘ ‘ 

Fay oy aotion on your telegram first, mentioned, ag it:was unaccompanied by 
instructions, Minister for Foreign ‘Affairs, however, volunteered information yesterday 
ieee that he han telegraphed to Tehran that Colonel Wolke and reserve oficers unay 
remain on in Persia after 1st March, ‘ 

(Repeated to Petrograd.) 





(14569) No. 55. 
Sir W, Townloy to Sir Bdwward Grey—(Recsived February 7.) 


. 58. 
Gree hic.) Tecan, Rebruary %, 1016 
COUR iategram No, 31 of 6th February: Gendarmerie. ; 

1. Yes, As I have always done upon ‘all matters of interest to our two countries, 
J had consulted my Russian colleague before: rook your telegram No. 26, He 
oe time ago submitted same three names to Petrograd. 

saan eae. yolden opinions from His Majesty's consulygencral at Tspahan. 
Carlberg has always been at Kasvin and Moellor here, All are probably pro-Germun, 
Dut have concealed their feclings, ; 

yore ig no question Of reserve licors leaving They are twelve in nuraber 
and aye all reqnized to enable gendurmorie to carry on. 

‘4, T cannot answer for this, but T think that Colonel Folko can be:counted upon 


to restrain junior officers, 





(16481) No. 66. 
Sir 1, Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 0.) 
(No. 59. 
{a as) R Tehran, February 9, 1915. 
Y telegram No. 45, of 1st February ; Tabriz. ¥ 

My Russian colleague informs me that he has been authorised to. inform Persian 
Government that his Government no longor object to. Vali, Ahd proceeding to Tabria, 
and that Russian authorities in that town tmye been instructed to show His Highness 
all possible attention, ‘The Prince will accordingly start on his journey in a dayior 
tio; he is already encamped outside the town. He will be xecompanied by, a force of 
gondormes under a Porsion officar and by-a detachment of Cosanels. 

T anderstand that it is not present intention of Porsiam Government to. keep 
gendirmos at Tabriz, ‘They are to act as an escort and xoturn when their mission 18 
finished. f 


a 
[a7i4j, Gg 
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[14569] No. 57. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Howard. 


Foreign Office, ay: 10, 1915, 


(No. 8.) 
(elographic) R. a 
R tolegram No. 9 of 6th Wobruory: Swedish officors in Persian gone 


¥O 
dammero 
injay Dew Your Russian collesgue is. similarly instructed, yon should. inform Swedi 
Minister for Foreign Affairs that His Majesty's Government would ‘i onien 
orisherg and Mooller, might ‘bo allowed to romain in Persia, and you chosld ove 
Fuinks of His Majesty's Government to his Excellency for deoision ta Inene Colona! 


Conditions of service should be governed f Si shanan’s telegram 
No. 109 of tho 28th Jannnry, just repeated to eee Se ae aa ly 


SUS 


(16935) No. 58, 
be) Sin W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 12.) 


elegraphie, 
binnem 


of Pashti-kuh 


February 12, 1915, 
rumour that the: Vali 
ike necessary steps. to 


5 m some 4,000 men, 


0 awaiti 


dered not todo eo, 
inister for Foroign Alfaing vent mo'a meseagé 
fi r 3 sen 1g® yesterday to say that he has rea: 
Havelisve the Turks ore meditating an advance on ‘Tehran eh Kermanshoh and 
Tt in possible that his Highness may. wish i 
CG a yy Wish to force our hand i 
is fore hy f lagrom wich has Ueen oommunicatad to me seared see a 
hi Pimabis, who has again been approached by Turks, hav eos 
i L been by Turks, aw replied tliat he 
wi tes Paseogo through his territory unless instructed not to. do so he 
T should be glad) of your instructions as to how far 1 ah. 
wishors, who are many, in. Ki stot to esa Turks, uae our wll 
on pee in  Kermanahoh distriot to resist Turks, no matter hay 
at should be the i 
eae nature of sepresentations T 
(Addressed to Moreiggn Office and Bushire.) 


should make to Persian 





(17796) No. 59. 
Sir W. Lownley to Sir Bdward Grey,—(Reeeived February 15,) 


Tehvan, January 10, 1915, 
two despatohies which T have 
ban aud His Majesty's acting 
ie. 
T have, &o. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
———_ 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 59. 
Consul-General Grahame to Sir W. Townley. 


(No. 35.) 
ee ! Ispahan, Deceniber 25, 1914. 

HAVING recently (viz, from the 27th November to 18th instant) travelled by 

caravan over the Bushire-Shiraz—Ispahan road—with which, or with some portions\of 

ich, 1 was fairly familiar during my term of office at Shitaz—I venture to think that 
Tay jairSeanan cE tbe iveesce Gontinad OPER compared with its condition 
during the period 1903-8 may not be devoid of interest ut this moment, I haya 
accordingly the honour to substit some observations thereon, 

Tt is scarcely too much to say that the Bushire-ShirazTspahan road ie now the 
gendarmerie, 90 completely has’ thut foros overshadowed the road, absorbing or 
cinenae il other elements, Here and there a few “tufangjis?* oe on, 
survivals of the former régime, now! more dependents of the gendaxmorie and destined 
soon to disappear entirely. ‘Tho local khans have receded into the background and 
the local deputy governors have experienced a powerful check in their treatmént of 
the inhabitants of their districts. 

‘The Governor of the Gulf Ports, replying to a notification of my intended depaxtnre 
from Bushire on the 27th ultimo, informed the acting British Resident at that place 
that arrangements would be made that I should be escorted by a yeudare from post 
to post all the way from Bushire to Shiraz, Except on one tayo, this otder wis 
faithtully carried out. ‘Tho escorting gendarme or gendarmes (for often’ mory than 
‘one accompanied mie) were sometimes mounted and sometimes, viz. on the 'kotals,” 
on foot. On nearing. the post where they were to. be relieved these gendarmés would 
generally, ask permission to go on ahead of me to warn their reliefs to be ready. There 
was no delay at any post and at noné wad any attempt, direct or indirect, made to 
extort a gratuity. On one oceasion’ when I offered one it wan refused, 

Tu most cases I questioned the gendarmes escorting me about their age, birthplace, 
time of service in the gendarmerie, &o,, thus éliciting some expression of their feolings 
towards their corps. In other cases I overheard scraps of conversation: between them 

Tourki (a majority of the gendarmes in Fara appear to be natives of Avecbijjan of 
ars tribesmen speaking Tourki (a language which they could not’ suspect: tne of 
understanding); 

‘There were many complaints, more partionlayly south of Shiraz, ¢g,, about clothing 
overdue; about not being dismissed at the und of their.contracts; about fayouritism in 
promotion ; about arrears of puy. | ‘These last chiefly in the tract between Bushize and 

azeruin, where some of ihe mon averred that they hid not been paid for threo 
mouths. The feeling of the men towards their Swedish officora Appeared 10 be 
universally good (Major Lundberg in the Kavéran and! Captain Xillandar in the 
Abudeh disteieti being opparently prime favourites) ; towards their native oficera mush 
the opposite, gathered loth fran intorunl aud extaraal iafoemationtiat many'of the 
latter are far from the desirable stamp, and that, unknown to the Swedish olficors, a 
considerable amount of corruption ‘and firvouritism exists. 

T regret the more having to xecord this impression, because T received grout courtoay. 
and in some cases an almost embarrassing hospitality from the Persian gendarmerie 
officers at the, posts where T halted, und some of the. officers with whorl conversed 
seemed to be intelligent and interesting men, 

‘The organisation of the corps in Fars territory spanned to be very complete, ‘The 
gendarmes, who at almost every post turned out to saltite as T passed, and those whom 


{came across along the road presented a very purposelike 4) mies if not up to our 
iden ot nomtthewe” derecine stose ae de Bur {eVishdanal hon VoeAT dees t was invited 
to inspect the posts or quarters, ‘The standard of onder and meatness afforded. a 
pleasing contrast to the usual Persian neglect and latuser-aller, the’ arrangements for 


‘the officers. and-men appeared to bo uc 
tho stables in somo cases being built and maintained om the usual Parsian pring of 
exchiding all light and ir in urder to secure'a high degree of witinth in cold’ weather, 

reer territory the organisation was avowedly much less complete. ‘The 
brand-new little flags flying over the gendarmérie posts from Maksoudbeghi northwards 
told their tale. At most of these posts only @ portion of the unmounted’ contingenta 
Were on duty; the mounted men had not yet joined, On the 17th December, i few 
tmiles north of Qumisheh, I met a party of mounted gendarimes proceeding southward to 
take up their duties 


good, the stabling for the horses much the revere, 


* Gun-men. 



















‘All along the line from Bushire to Ispalan absolute: security gee to prevail, 
and all the local inhabitants whom T questioned as to the outcome of the gendarmerie 
system spoke of it in, the highest torins, contrasting the present conditions on the road 
with those which provailed before the force was established, and expressing their 
Gratitude for the enormous amelioration effected by it he 

Twas assured ‘that robberies had practically ceased entirely within. the field’ of 
operations of the gendarmerie. The only occasion on which [ heard of a robbery was at 
Mahyar, where in the earavanserai I found some blocks) of lead—recoyered, as T was 
faltmae, from a recent robbery in that vicinity—being weighed by the gendarmes. 

Of the courtesy aud attention received by-me personally, from the gendirnierie 
(more particularly tom Captain Xillander at Abadeh) in the course of my, recent 
Journey Lemnnot apenk too highly, and other British. travellers who traversed the road 
‘bout the samo time aa myself have spoken, to me in a similar sense, I took an early 
opportunity of expressing to Captain Xillander (now at Ispalian) my appreciation of the 
services of the gendarmerie, But: T venture to suggest: that, if you think fit, my thanks 
might also be transmitted to, General Hjslmarson. 

Thayo recently been informed by one of the Swedish officers on duty at Ispahan 
that in eonsequence-—as he said—of the Jack of support, given’ by the Powers to the 
Swedish officers in Persia, th ficers have all been recalled to Swedén, where they: 
will report themselves on the lat Murch next, I further understand that it is proposed 
that’ the gendarmerie gouvesnementalo”” should shortly be placed. in charge of the 
‘Persian officers of that fore. 

My instinctivo prejudice 


































5, strengthened by the little T have recently seen and all 1 
have heard’on the Bushire-Tspaban road, would lead mo to deprecate strongly such 
stop as cleat to convert foree which bas given proof and promise of great public 


utility into an instrument of danger to Jaw and order in Persia: 
ie offi 












Admitting that the Persian gendarmeri lay be raised or raise 
and efficieno: think be obvious 


themselves to the requisite level of hone c a 
that that day ix not yet none ut hand and, if all the money and pains whieh have, been 
ing it up to its present standard are not to be 
entale” must continue for some time to 


‘Any departure from such a course (for 


















Thave, &e. 
G. GRAHAME. 






——_—_—————— 








Enclosure 2 in No. 59. 







Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 









(No, 88, Confidential,) 
Sir, Shiraz, December 10, 1914. 

T-HAVE the honour to inform you that I have recsntly received from the 
Rosident of Bushire a copy of Captain Lorimer’s letter to the address of the Resident, 
Gated the Stat’ July, 1914, on the subject of the Swedish (gendarmerie in 
Kerman, As the question of the gondarmerie is of interest and importance in 
Fars, and ia ono in which, as your Excellency is aware, T have taken a special 
intorest, I am venturing to submit to you my opinions on the subject after two years’ 
experience in, Fars, and with special reference to the remarks erntained in Captain 

imor's letter. ) 

‘As your Excellency {a aware, T have been obliged on various. occasions (notably 
in connection with the Kazerun affair last February) to submit to you very unfavourable 
reports regarding the conduct and proceedings of the gendarmes in Fars, and of certain 
of the Swedish officars, and at one time T was {orced to the conclusion that the whole 
aystom was solunsatishictory.and so unduly expensive that it no, longer morited. the 
support of His Majesty's Government, and this, I gather, is the opinion of Mt. Lorimer 
iiml algo of the Resident, who, in bis letter to the Government of Tndia, 
dated the 8th Soptember, 1914, forwarding Captain Lorimer's letter, endorses Captain 
Lorimer’s opinions, and adds that his exposition of the case “accurately voices the 
jgenoral opinion in the sonth against the gendarines and their methods,” 

Tn aubmitting the case as ib presents itself to me for the consideration of your 
Execllenoy, (I would promise thnt.T ain in agreement. with many of the strictures mide 
by Captain Lorimer against the Swedish officers in eneral, and that jn Fars also thelr 
conduct has in many particulars Inid them open to criticism. Tt is regrettable, but it 
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have displayed » certain anti-British bias, and have el i 
ort \ either resented, 
atl atianpaa of Bi oices is ee thet hy, udviow SF ouiaeyia Bait ide 
tb Fi ure Hak, i 5 
the Beh lets neh soto Persia oo penal tg rn ith 
on the part of the Swedes It has been x itestation, die, 
elips gary 40 national charcteitios und peuttiter Gat ci itu te 
ed ation since the Beginning of the war), and’ part) not 
unnatural feeling’ of jealousy of the influential poniti fe be IRON ine: 
ual by the British 1 
contatives; and by the emplayés of the Indo-European Tel Hla ettar 
Coot ed Rana yea cael ae 
their ows difigltes (at thin Teo eltermany’ intaaces te aes ae ee 
thei y tances from 
om ree Be ay ie eat reat extent’ the prey aa re sil whieh 
mt ie ay glidly, extended to’ the Swedes in the exedtition of thelr 
‘ur Exeellenoy will, Tthiak, realise thats constant suceession of Ainigroeall 
=. will, Tahiti, oobi Of : 
wc SOCOM hae gs eeu cre gn ot 
our audyjos und good lfces, bas neeseanrily prejultes! the seneita ged Bea aay 
generally, in tle south aginst the Swedes, gud iudeed aye eel CRabeaRaee 
pay t i guinst the whol 7 
Hey repr aa tht it hina not always lon asy for the Britian Savalas 
sera Reeea oe Bell see eae ha the gendarmerie and their 
Wr erpeate (ci tiem from a relly broad, gendral atadpoint amd, a atated abovo, 
is talbed ® eae an Ee ne tale veny pessimistic views of the whole system, and” 
ive, however, sites then found reason to inodify ti il 
endeavour to udicate to your Excelleney why. Tam now ne Ta GEOGON MA UE 
ase has eae mel ee Suevesstul in ita task in Soath Persia, und why i 
ws ) ne whicl 6 i i | i 
Tesi Yn anda ye Rea aries DET 
cig: lout Excellency is, of course, well aware of tho senndalous stat i 
steko prea Ou mel care 
he sol rat (or other) merchandise inte | 2 
situation was ono uaheant et in nny Gload (or tadoed iy ballin) a , 
ng the, 




















Every Ioeal blackwuard who i i 
: ossensed a rillo, and every’ shird-rate litt j 
Rise eae ee Nimselé at liberty to fleece the Satoreloata Neen Newall 
ppind-down the roud, Kvery travellor was subject! to ‘ackinini and insult, and 
Uieze gangs of robbers peradiclly raided! the road aud carrie! off entire tarayans sud 
Basa an who oppose! them. “Andon the Tspahan road thines were not mudh halter, 
fae SUR) Ose cae Sur Gu ata a OPA 
4 moat disturbed and troubled state” Uw liRbanie of the eva grant nomial rbot cons 
hu oat neely all Hei payer aad orestge. acl the Ue ke 
velves and with one nnothen Indeed ihe slustion fa gai and Theta oR 
isin ne mer ya el aT ae a 
nd. tiomeelves inidur the yecessity “of kethfinelug: th i 
consulate by a detachment of some sixty’ i by of reinfireing: Hie escort of thie 
iont of iy iifantey and by: xegiment: of cavalry 5 
‘morover, the alternative polldies of despateh i ition i eat 
withdreving from iv noeeehee ha boi ere eee Bie eet 
Sah uly set Ho ‘these facts in order to polut the contrast betywein the situation 
wate dea that time and thé present state of affairs, At the preasnb 
pee be the north and the south rouds (with the ‘keeption of inion 
Porth of Shits whioh will shortly by filled) aro oeenpied Dy the gondarmerl nade 
pe ae and ae perfectly: anti eae off travellers anit 
Gute Haba ati ates ata nae 
sR hire roa hide attack on the party of the Gontral Indi 
‘hs se snd if may be hoped thst thelsroldaoh the Tapahan rox( are 
8 regards the! internal order of the i i 
: d provinew generally, th 
sce ig Enh ty et ee an ud a 
i = i wsliigais has recently been quit sem q 
a a rane aay ay heeded in, Bates Arrabd a Tania Ramee 
Rote irs (Which may be attributed direstly to the ae et an 





is nevertheless a fuct. that from their first appearance in the south the majority of fhe! 
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organised Government: force in the provines) His Majesty's Governmont have been able 
to reduce the escort of this consulate from some 500 men to 10, 

Timay-add tliat iy exporienee during my journey to and from ‘Tehran Inst summer 
helped also to impress, upon me the value of the Swedish gendarmerie, and the 
helplessness of thy Persian Goverauient without their support ofs-d-pia such rascals aa 
Natb Hussein, &e., whostill at that tiioe openly terrorised the toads within a faw stages 
of thie capital with absolute impanity. é 

L do not, of course, wish to imply by these remarke that the gendarmerie 
organisation anil arrangements are by’ any ineans perfect, ot tbat no. difficulties still 
remain to be surmounted. On the contrary, much still remains to be done, and many 
faults to bo corrected; and the financial problem is « constant source of anxiety. But 
at the same: time it must, T think, be now generally admitted that the work of the 
gentlarmeris, in Fara at any rate, has on the whole been nttended with markedly 
succrsaful: results, and has been instrumental in enabling His Majesty's Government to 
froo themnnelves (at leat temporarily) from a very embarrassing, situation, and to effect 
4 considerable saving in the expenditure which they were incurring in Fars. And in 
view of these considerations, aud of the fact that no. practicable or suitable alternative 
Policy appears to havo been suggested cithor by Captain Lorimer or by the Resident at 

ishiro, or fis fat yr J, kui by: anyouo else, Yam strongly Of opinion thar the 
continuance of the Swadish gondarmerio is advisublo, bath from the point of view of 
British intorosts in particular, and of the good urder and security of Soutbern Persia in 
general; aud T venture also, to recommend that they should continue to réceive’ the 
Support of flix Majesty's Government, whether pecuniary or otherwise; when such 
support is required, and until such time ns the necemity way arise for Hin Majesty's 
Government to ndopb some entirely fresh polioy in Soathern Parsi. 

A-copy of thin despiateh tk heinyr forwarded to the Secretary to the Government. of 
Tndii in the Foreign and Political’ Department, and to the Resident in the Persian Gulf, 
for information. 4 

Lhave, Ke. 
W. F. O'CONNOR, 





[17798] No. 60. 


re) Si W. Pountey to Sir Kidward Grey.— (Received Pebruary 15.) 
0. 
se ‘Téhran, January 16, 1915, 


T HAVES the honowe to traitimit herewith a brief summary of vente in Persia 
sineo the 28th of October, LOLA, which was the last occasion, L had an opportunity of 
sonding home tho tisual monthly summary. Tt has not been drawn vip in the usual 
form us I think itis iunovessary to do sore, under’ tho circumstances, than to trouble 

h a brief outline of the ontsinding features of events here for the period under 


Thave, &o. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No. 60, 
Brief Summary of Hvente from October 28, 1914 to January 1b, 1915, 


The Cabinet —The Vabinet formed in’ August, undor the Premiership of Mustaufi: 
ul-Mamalek is still imoffice. ‘Tho Preinier Himself has shown thnt he possesses somo 
sterling, qualities. and: has, on the whole, conducted affairs with considerable sleill 
during the past four months, Ala-es-Sultanch is too old for the post of Foreign 
Minister, and somo of the other ministers uiight bo changed with advantage. 

‘The Medjtirs—the Shah utténded the opening of the Medjliss on the Sth 
Décember. ‘There were seyenty-ono members present. ‘Three Cabinet Ministers, 
including: the Premier, who had boon clectsd deputios, did uot take their Seats, and 
have not vot rosigned either their seuts or office. ‘The Medjliss has been occupied 
sinee its opening with the verification of the credentials of the deputies. - Motamineule 
Mulk has been elooted President. ‘The clerical element is in'the majority in the Houses 
The modersto” party is in the majority, and the “democrats” hove 1 very stall 
following. 


a7 


The Gendarmerie. —Gensral Hjslmarson returned to ‘Tehran on the Gth vf 
December, and informed the Government that the Swedish officers would be withdrawn 
-on the Ist of March unless definite arrangements were made to pay, the force regular] 
‘The arcears dué tothe gendarmerie are steadily: mounting up, and there seems little 

rospect of the Governinent being able (ovpay them regularly. Some of the officers 
‘Tava raucwad their oontredtn (ox ene your'e; fatines ce tha takes te Atanrbenrt very 
uncertain, 

Persia's Neutrality. —Porsis declared her nentrality soon after tle war bike out, 
and at vations Limes asked Russia to withtraw her ttoopa from Azerbaijan aid 
elsewhere. This the Russian Government refused to do, and subsequently the 
Cancasian Healquarters employed: Shuja-od-Dowleh in Azerbaijan against, the Darks 
and their Kurdish allies, Shuje-ed-Dowleh was defeated near Maragha at the end of 
Decomber, whon the Turks advatioed towards Tabri«, ‘This cause ho) Russians to 
withdraw their troops, atid on the Gth of January the Russian consil-genaral withdrew 
to Rosia. ‘The British ond French consuls also withdraw, as well as all their nationals. 

interests-and the consular archives were entrusted to the American consiil, 
‘There aro now about 1,200 ‘Turks and Kurds at ‘Tabriz, Ardebil was ovauiated by the 
Russians at the same time, hit. the Rassian troops withdrawn from Kazviu wero 
subseqnently sent hacks 

The Press —About nine local newspapers are publistied in Tehran, Some of them 
have shown marked leanings to the German side,  Router’s neva was a monopoly of 
ous of these papers in-virtue of an arrangement with Renter! former representative 
hore. ‘This was caucelled at the end of Deoomber with good results, as all the papors 
at ode published. Renter's news. , 

Public Feeling. —Vhere ia undoubtedly a good deal of anti-Russian febling in 
Fein inthe non in, pasicdan-‘Dhig ig seibutable (0. tho, uneympathethie 
attitude of the Russian represontativos who fully realise. cher unpopularity, but, with 
few exceptions, make no effort to comntoract it, . ‘he British share, to some axtint in 
Russia's unpopularity with the result that Persian sympathies aro given to Germany 
and Tarkoy. 

Saabhorn Toud = May aellsteinns conta bacon been eresnrane Manele Ino 
condition of the Bushire, Shiray,,Ispahan road svar which Mr, Consul-Conoral Graham, 
recently’ travelled on his return 'to tis post, The gendaxmorio are doing vory well, 
and unusual security prevails. ‘The Ahwaz Ispahau road) is also ii good order and 
safe, For this wo have to thank SardarJang Bakhtiari, 


Provineiat Governors. 

Ispahan.—Sardar Mohtashem Bakhtiari has replived Sampam-es-Siltaneh who 
has come to ‘Tehran 

Kerman.—Surdar Zafar Bakhtiari bus replaced Sardar Mohtashem, 

Yeed.-—Morteza Kuli Khan Bukhtiari (Simenm-cs-Sultaneh’s on) bas been 
appointed. 

Kermanshal—Sardar Motazid, the acting Goyernor has been relieved, and Amir 
Mufakham Bakhtiar! is on his ways Ths soting Goyernor gaye sutishistion to His 
Majesty's-consul, i 

Khorassan.—The Prime Minister has offered tho post to Farman Parma, principally 
with the object of preventing him from continuing his intrigues at the capital, 

Aserbaijan.—In  yiow of recent-developments the Government haye decided to 

iahd (the Shah's younger brothet) as: Governor-General with Nizamul- 
Malk a8 Vice-Governor, and a staff of reliable men from (Tehran, 


Pars—Mukhiber-es-Sultanch continiies at his post, but hia hostility. to. the 
gondarmorie and the ‘Treasury Department hae made a change imperativo, aud thiv is 
now beiug considered. 

Bakhtiari Country: Sardar Jaug continues as Hkdiani, witht Sardar Baliailur'as 
besa. “They are maintaining order andre spoken of vory highly by our ofcers on 
the spot. 

Luristan.—Nizasi-es-Sultauch is still at Burujitd, ‘The gendarmorie have done 
vory well thera, but do nob think well of Nizaui-es-Sultanch, 


havo, de. pe 
G. P. CHURGAILL, 
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(17976) BonGl: 


Sin Wi. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—{Recotoed Pebriary 15:) 


(N6. 0%) 3 2 
(Celegeaphic.) Lelivan, Februnry 15, 191%. 

T YESTERDAY communicated to Minister for Foreign Affajrs substance of 
Sie P, Cox’s telegram of Lath February respecting the situation at Ahwaz and necessity 
of justructing the Bakhtiari Khans to send sowars to protect pipe-line aboye Wais, and 
to-Ahyaz’ to show that they are cooperating with Shoikh of Mohammerah to repel 
i jan and urkish Arabs. : 

ai the sometime told Ministex that 1 had every reigon to believe that Vali of 
Pushi-i:kuh had made‘an atrangemeit with ‘Turks diametrically opposed to the spirit 
of the declaration of neutrality mude by Persia. T also took occasion to inform his 
Highness that it had come to tuy knowledge that Hen Sohoenmann, so-called German 
consul yt Sultanabid, now at KasriShirin, had Yeon endeavouring, in company with 
two ‘Turkish officers; to get the Sinjabis to promise "Turks a free) passage through their 
territory. impressed on Minister that stich action on Schoenmann’s part makes it 
injpossible for Persian Governnient to accept such a man as German consul at 
Sultans 

Minisfers expressed: cotcurrence with my viows, and added Uiat appointmont of 
‘dual hud not yet been put. forwnrd by German Legation, but that Persian 

‘oul is much perturbediat rumoured Intention of Gerinan Government to xeud 
Soisils to. various plices, aamoneet theut Shiva 

Hig Highnoss said he had no knowledge of Vals defection, but would make 
epquitieg 1 reminded him thay £ hag brought rumour to his natios gomig time ago, 
when lio had side wine answer. 

Respecting Bakhtiar! he said that he aust\ submit matter to Prime Ministor, but 
thit instructions had! already besn issued to Khan to tove to protect oflffelds nnd to 
‘issint generally to maintain ond 

Frquarked that tear vugue instructions were clearly insuicient to-day, and T 
pointed out that good faith of Persian Government would siirely come under suspicion 
1f rirks sind Gormuniy, anil Persian preactiors of Jihad were allowed to do what they 
iked, ‘md no stops were taken to make it patept'to all that Government is-ay sincerely 
ioutval ds it professes to be, 

Hiv Hightieay protested vehemently that tlio Government, couli not be suspected 
of siding with Turks, and that energetic measure have been taken to. stop spublic 
demonstrations and prevent preaching of Holy War. 

m@hie to tue fi Pehean aud partially i other 

(Repeated to Bushite,) 





(18434) No, 68. 


Sin W. Townley to Sir Eulcard Urey —(Itecoiveid February 10.) 

[No 
‘elogtaphic, 

Coes 
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(16935) No. 63, 
Sir Zdward Grey ta Six W, Townley. 


(Xo 4m) 
(Telegraphic.) Foretgn Offce, February 16, 2046, 
"YOUR tologram No. 64 of 1th:Pobruary : “Turkish action in Persia, 

T think it undesirable that inhabitants ot Kermanshah should be urged by you 
actively to reaist Turks unless Persian Government can be indnoad to act similarly, 
You might, However, urge thom not fo side with the Turks, and otherwise ta semuin 
Joyal to Persicn Government, 

"You shoul impress on Persian’ Governiment extreme desirability ot resisting by 
every ineans in their powar any advance of ‘Turks froin any direstion whrtever. 

"The above instructions ate eonditional on your Russian collengae-receiviog, sitar 
sstructions froma Petrogria. i 

Tam telegmihing very shorly propomls for offer to: Persian Government whieh 
siny hello determine then mestede. : 

‘ Repented to’Petrograd, No, 232.) 


(6935) No. Bt, 


Sir Edicnrd Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 
(No. 233.) 
(Nelegraphic.), Foreign Offices February 10, W168. 

TEARAN telegram No. 64 of 12th February, and’ my roply No. 4d of tortuy : 
‘Turkish action in Persia. ; 

You should inform (nssian ‘Minister for Foroign Affairs of their Ca and 
one hope that Rugsinn Minister may be authorised 10 act with his Britibh 
colleague, 

(Repeated to ‘Tehran, No, 46.) =r 


[18434] No. 65, 
Sin Eiionrd Grey to Sir Gy Buchanan, 


4 Foretgh Office, Kebruary 17, 181%, 

TEHRAN. telegram No. 69 of 16th Psbrusry: Ain-ed-Dowleh. 

Ty is, so desirable mot to provoke aotive opposition of Peraiiu ‘Government Ab 
present, that T hope, in view. dns opinion of tiyo representatives at Tobran, Russian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs sill not object to Prince's inclusion in Cabinet, 

(Repeated ‘to Tehran, No 47.) 


{19810} No. 66. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Hiicard Groy:—(Reooioed Pebruary 18.) 


(No. 71) 

Relographic.) KR. 
MY telogtam No.4 of 12th February. 
Following from Kermansliah 


Tohyen, Pebrunry 18, WW45, 


_, No reasou to fear any change for worse, ‘Turkish escort romaine at fifsen men 
as it was. Only someo of dingor appears to be neréousness of my Russtan.colleag 


who hay seit to Governor-General ‘yerbal message Mat he will not allow Gorman 
consul to enter town, 


“Latter is at frontier still.” 


Lyillask my Russian eolleagne if step reported to haye Leon tiken by Jtussian- 
consul was under iustrections: 


{Sent to-Lndia, Petrograd, and’ Bushite.) 


{u71a} 
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(18581) No, 67. 
Sir Edward Grey (o Sir Wi Townley. 








NG 48.) 
Velezraphic.) Kortion Office, Fib 5, 1918 
MY tolegram No; 45 of Lith February = Potala sas 

[thas heon suggested that, in roturn'for nentrality of Pérsin und suppression of 


rhea ae ee Government should give to Persian Goyerninent an undertaking: 








., British troops shall be withdrawn from Ahvwaz as soon as ret Turki 
oops an eesation of Jehad admit of this Se 
2. His Majeaty's Governmont will devote, all their indluence in _Tral 
miaintasinaeo of Shiah Govornors at -Kerbelu aud Nejef, to the reduction of heats 
quatinting impositions on corpses, and the abolition of taxes on pilgrims, 
His Asjstrs Goverment will grant large loan on. seearty of islande-in 
Porsian Gulf without other interest than the average ravenue of these islands. 





1 havo mentioned these proposals to M. de Etter. 


Please telegraph your views ns to possible o! i ; 
corte p fect of this proposed offer on Persian 


(Reposted to Potrogeail, No, 247.) 













(18581) No. 68. 


Sir Udvard Grey (0 Sir G. Buchanan, 





Foreign Office, Febi 
MY telegram No. 48 of 18th Pobruary to ‘Cohran these rene bea! 


You shonld inform Russian Ministor for Foreign Affairs, 
y inform, Russ aud say th 
think: tha thers is anything in the scheme which could possi atest Ieuan tat, 


advorsely, and that it is very important to us to. p arsia’s i 
sorely an tha iD 3 to preserva Persia's neutnility-and to 


(Repeated to Tehran, No. 49.) 
sss 
[20634) No. 69. 


Sin G, Buchavian to Sir Ndicard Grey. 











(Rectived Pobruary 21.) 





f nN 202) 
‘Telographi)) KR. Petrograd, Feb 
UW telogaa No, 289 of L6th Februnry: Tunkece eigenen tee 





| have. receiver! the following aiden : ; 
ee following. aide-némoire from Russinn Government on the 





_ “Towards the ond of the month of lunuary Ruséi 

jnformod the Htassian Govstnmont that tho gituation then gave Hae to oppo 
Arrogance of the arks was inereasing from day to day ; there was a rumour that they 
intended to send an egcort of seventy neu to. Turkish consul at Homann he bed 
antuted w Russan subject, A Kurd called Hadi Ant, hed arrived at Remains 
re ee and a Gertian consul hut arrived-at Kasr-i-Shirin. with ‘an escort of 

** Russian Minjater, while veporting that information ut the disposal itt 

Yagovion wn os salting, bal ded Wht Bala Bad para Supshis oie 
t lat Vali of is! us y 

prc risee eiaeanep nme ere deepens DRUNK inte Ta Ts 











Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs thinks that if thi ii H 
of tae tries might be aributed to inllusnes of Salar, at prewant tase [ese 
undecyphorabl ai vb i rote indayeof the Wal ot Post kh 
Tt is possible that this prince intands to possess hiinself of Pers i 
provines of Kermanihal,Sinity for Foréigu Aue take thors ile elo 
advance’ eliran vidi Ki af 
Ql rk edeasco Ga Telow vid Kormansbab an Hanada. eo Tehran telegram 
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Ministry for Forsign AGains has repeatedly; recommended Persian Government) to 
resist energetically any. violation oF Porsian territory by: Turks, aud it will: not fail 
4o instruct Russian Minister at ‘Tehran to concert with his British colleague to exert 
fresh pressure on Persiva Government, and to. recommend above-mentioned tribes. to 
remain faithfol to their Sovereign and not to side with Turks. 








20596) No. 70, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reneived February 21), 
(No. Th) 
(Relegraphic.) Tehran, Rebruory 2, 1015. 
TMU ear’ that proposals contained in your telegram No, 48 oF Lh February 


would not have much effect on the Persian Government ‘hoy would reply that they 
aro doing their utmost to maintain Persian neitrality, iuttactions of which, such ns 
‘Turkish incursions into Petsian territory, they axe powerliss to proverb without rink of 
war with ‘Turkey, ‘hey will add, in.“Pohran and all provincial Yowns when they ean 
make their nuthority felt. they have nover failed to. suppress lemouatrations and 
proclamations inciting to Jihad, and: that they are helpless to influends fronties tribes. 
who are usiug Jihad as w protest-to side with Turks to suit their owmands., ‘Thord is 
10 Jihad properly speukiug, excopt possibly amongst Arab tribes, 

1. Rriondly withdrawal of troops by His Majosty's Government on previous 
cocasions us 300n, as noed for thoit presence had disappeared has engondared & 
conviction that the same course will he followed on present ocadgion. To raise question 
might be to arouse suspicion. i 

2. As was shown in my telegram No. 30, Secret, of 27th January, thinking people 
had. airoady anticipated banefite that aré expected from British control of disteict in 
which sacred places are situated: 

3. Tt would help if amount of proposed loan was Known, and if it, waa mada clear 
that islands would merely ba mortgaged. Were any occupation of them intended at 
present moinent, it would give a handle to pro-Turkish party, to provat: against 
violation of Persian neutrality. 





(21084) No.l. 
Sin W. Pownley to Sir dvoard Grey.—(Received Mobruary 222) 
ts 1.) 


MTelepraphio) Re ean, February 22) 1015, 
Yo! R telegram No. $ of 10th February to Stockholm. ‘ 
Gaurat Hina et Tran onary Hs tin pe hy Coll lk 

whi has gone homme on loave on nccount of Kia lealth, . le assured me of his'inteltion 

to Regn ‘a8 soon ag possible, and of his hope to bring back some capablo officers 
peithgs 
Borvicon of otter ofiare on active lint. roquostod. by Peraian Governtont’ Hava 
heen refused by Swedish Government, and all leave ns Soon as they can, ae 
Major Edwall remains in- tomporary command, with: soins’ tan’ or eleven’ oMlcars 
under Hin. Hlatis somewhat ‘ekporieaced: Dit, bas done: good. work ot /Bunijird, 
Hi tolls mo thet he hopes to have rad open from Khoremabad to Diaful in ho 


spring. : 
Tam. of opinion that gendarmerie: should: continue) ta havo support of His 
Majesty's Governmont, but i easential hat their differance sith Belgians: aliold 
te made up. 
(Ropented to Petrograd) 





(21046) No. 72. 
Sin W. Lowney to Sir Haweard Grey. {Received Rebruary 22.) 


(No. 76.) 

(Relegmphic) Tehran, Pebruary 22, 1916, 
"SHE now Cabinet wits presented to Modjlies yesterday, New members ara 

Ain ed-Dowleh, Home Office; Muayin-edDowleh ai, Foreign Offieo in plnoo af 

‘Alices-Sullanch, who becomes Minister of Kdvention; and Mukhyar-us-Sultsneh, 























Winsor of Juste, -Formen- Farm's oldest soa will act for the latter emporataly- 
aa Oar telegram No. 4 of 25ch Janumry that my Rnesian eollengusand Y Were 
stated in May let aiion to yafluence formation of a ‘Cabinet. Appointatents. of 
Fe ey anal Mulkkvaee-Snltanch bave been made in direct opposition to whe 
advige I Have conveyed to the Prime Minister. 


(Very Confidential.) ete 
Foo rre ol departure of AlaceeSultancli from Foroign fice. He was) the 
staunchest supporter of an anti-Durkish policy in the last Cabinet, was friendly to 
British interests, and showed a disposition to ‘assist us in securing Secret information 
from Bagdad. Tn face of Russian hostility to his Highness, Gould, however, take no 
‘stops on his behalf. New Minister js a man of small importance. I do not know 
what his opinions are, His wppointuient came os surprise, as I had never heard 
hig naive mentioned na a candidate for Foreign Office. 

Muktivar-us-Sultanch hax reputation of ein, pro-German, He would appear to, 
have done his duty atgShira in suppressiag pro-Lurkish mavement, 

(Repeated to Petrograd.) 


(23094) 
Sir Mdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 286.) 


(Wdlegraphic.) TR. Foreign Office, February 20, 1915. 

TT ARN from Russian Avubassalor tht as new. Persian Cabinet, includes 
Mukhvat, pro-Germnun, ond Mian Sulefan Khan, pro-Turk, neither of sehem inspite 
aii titence an. Ruasian. Government, Runsiin Minister bias. been instrabted! vo favor 
Grennatcal-Mamalek that, sus Cabinet was formed without previously asentnining 
sintion of Russian Govern, later reserve complete berty of action wnt Cabinet 
fee proved desite for good relations with stssia.. Tossian, Goverment oe oe 
Trepered yo support until it shows Intention to work towards! rapprochement with, 
Runa and) Groat Britain. ae 

Hee Ter Rareigu: Affairs hoped that Sir W. ‘Townley would ‘receive: eimilar 
instructions, 

Seo ay ld inform Minister for Forvign Affairs that we hope he seill-iot condemn 
now Gabigot ofeliand, but give it opporeunity to shiow what it is, worth, aud’ that Bis 
Ainfesiy'a Cloversmoot consider it woul be injudictous, nt this juseture to threaise 
Pee Garo say or \o withliold support, Such w policy is-only laying into hand 
of Germany and Turkey: 

‘Repeated to ‘Teliran, No, 5.) 





(23374) No. 7. 
Si W. Townley to Sir Badward Grey. (Received Mebruary 27) 


|| Paivan, Rebruary 26, 1916, 


Nov 82) 
‘Tslopraphic:) Re . 
'§ shown’ in provious telegrams, T have ony Porsian Government aware’ of 


wifey orerations that His Atsjea*s Government lave bean eonatesingd Yo carey Oo 
aa TR ae L linve. aleo,expliined reasons why it, was found expodient to ‘deport 
Gorman agente of Wonckhaus at Aliwnz, aud Mokatoniensh ; 

Tuto leaving ofce Ali-es-Sultaueh adresse! ane tivo notes, the oun nayiDk "het 
Gormua Charge wAffares het complained oF tho arrest of Wonekbaus's ngens 
Timmer two groups. wideeyphorable), requesting, that he thay be allowed to 
a cthor eroleating pro. forma against the presence of British troops in 
Porsinn territory and fequesting their withdrawal. A arte 

TO a eens eotly dpportuuity)t0 explain: action! «nken. by. His. Majesty's 
Govaronmiit ty now Minister for Foreign. Affairs, and 1 expressed: my, surprise. ot 
Heating notes of this description frbm his predecessor, who. Had raised. no. protest 
when Ptold him verbally what bad. necessitated British action-in each case. 

‘Should you consider it desiriblo that I should reply to these siotes, I could frame 
vory econviieing, anayfers on-bositof your telegrani No. $0 of ar Robruaty 9 ting, 
th despatch of British tronps vp, the Karan and upon reasons given. by Sir PB. 
treestine the Germans. L could’ pnt ou paper ia second nole com \sints I have 
‘poatetly made verbally of the intrigues of the ap-alled German: consals at Tspahan, 


Kasr-i-Shitin, nd Shuvter. 


88 
[25935] No. 15: 


oa) Sir G. Buchanun to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetoed March b:) 

(Telegraphic.) Petrograd, March 4, 1916, 

TOOMMUNICATED to Russian Gi i sed ‘ilegr 

a EOC UMUNIGATED Bren Goreme vive expressed in your telegram 
T have now received an aide-mémoire to following effect -— 


son si Mitta a Toba nd already mad. Persian Government declaration 
tioned, Before doiig 60 ho had notified his Britis i 
miata a is fed his British colleague, who, was quite 
perial Goverument are of opinion that they could hardly give their tacit consent 
to formation of Cabinet containing members whose inclusion Thay had alwoys considered 
ss ingpportun, 
oh tacit consent would have beon regarded by Persians as sign of 

tienda] pik grave draw bac sb present moment. ee ae 

Moreover, declaration in question lad had desired effect, ns Mustafi-ul-Mamalek, 
hastened to give Russian Minister most formal assurance of friendly, sentiments of 
Persian Government, and of their firm decision to maintain their neutrality, 

“Mustafi algo said he would answer for Ain-ed-Dowleh and Mukhbor Bssultaneh, 
Porsian Minister for Foreign Affairs also avo Russian Minister same assurances, 

Tmmperial Government nro satisfied with. this result and do not intond nt prevent to 
cxorags any farther presmre.on Borie overt 
© Ti iowerer, attitude of new Cabinet or any-unforeseen events such ns taréh of 
Salar-ed-Dowleh on Tehran at head of bands of Kurds snd ‘Turks mado iv necessary, 


Imperial Government could at any moment increase the numbers of their Kazvin 
detachment. 





(27122) No. 76. 


(No.8) Sir W. Lownloy to Sir Haward Grey.—(Recoived March 8.) 
No, 88) 
Clogs) 

OT nan saree 

jinerally speaking, T still hold to view exprossed in my, telegram No, 82 
Zou Hebraasy Gut ius most andesrabo to ste up publi fling an Aha 
Stied up oaainst Russians in Azerbaijan by arrests of Germans, but, officers in. the 
South aro best judges in particular cases. 

My information 1s to intrigues of those Germana is derived! from eoinmon 
Koowledge forwarded. to ma by your local representatives: and. eupportad by. their 
personal observations rather than on, documentary evidence, 

Tam of opinion that: Wassmuss is the most dangerouo ease, and this classification 
seems to be shared by Sir P. Cox (sce his telegram No, 416) of 6th ‘March received: 
Heeiberin at Reo e Cana pees and Ramuz has been marked 

essive additions to enemy's forces, [oreov i sf i 
nl fears the iota his ua thre pug ne oer 
vw As regurds German consul ab Bushire, though I ain aware that he has 
inmnyuing with Arab ae of the Persian Guif and in cortespondoco with Tne, 
T thiuk situation is. probably aulficiently in’ asd there for wus mexoly to watsh, him 
an etn him from doing any harm. Case of Germans at ‘Lingah appears to be 

_ So-called Gerinan. consul at Kasr is now at Kermanshah, and, in yiew of 
altitudo of Governor-General and Sinjabis, dislike entertained of pane 
Sular-ed-Dowleh's deparinre, Tam inclinod to, think him com) yaratively harmless. 

“Dr. Pugin at Tepaban continues to inttigue, and has been. stirring wp Mslem 
feeling ogainst Bahais, I hear that Persian Goveramént jutond vo recoRnivo Bini as 
German and Turkish consul. have protested strongly. 
e''spart from other considerations, arrest of these two Tniter getins to me 
iepoenenes 


Tehran, March 8, 1915. 





U7i4] 
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[29246] No. 77. 


Sir W. ownley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 12,) 


(No. 92.) 
(Tologaaphic eliran, March 12, 1915. 

CALLED on Sardar Assad some days ago, and represented to him, in presence 
of his son tho Amir-i-Jang, that attitude of Bakhtiari khans has heen tmost uneatic. 
factory. T pointed ont that I lind let them know that we considered it would bo 
advantageous ifsome display were made at Ahwaz of Bakhtiari good-will, co that tribos, 
Who wore still hesitating as to. whothor they should throw in thoir lot with so-called 
Holy War, might see that Bakhtiaris wore with Sheikh of Molminerah in opposing the 
Tidioulous ory of “Jihad.” All thoy had been asked to do would have been ia keeping 
with Porsia’s declared noutrality, Venid, since Government has not pronounced. tect 
in favour of Holy Wat, : 


Sardar Assad endeavoured to oxcuse action of khans on ‘various grounds :-— 


1. That they eould not take nction without express order of Government; 
2, What men would possibly not obey khans; and 
4%, Mhat a forward policy might have meant rain for their country, 


Tpointed out inaction of Ichaus had alio engendered: suspicions of genuineness 
Of Cabinot’s assurances, sines Prime Minister had givon mo to understand that, he line 
Glearly indicated what he hoped that they would do, though he way unwilling to pat 
definite order on paper. I said that if hans’ compared action of! Skcikh Sot 

chammerah on no more dfinite instructions ftom Goverament with their own, they 
‘ust not be surprised if futuro proves that His Majesty's Government had lost faith 
in them: 

Moreover, Ihave reason to believo that Sardar Jang, whilat declaring to Sheikh 
of Metinmimerah that he could not co-operate, hid hinted broadly that Wp would be 
‘prepared to do so under cortain conditions. 

Finally, it yvas mado clear that Jung would move. if money was found for him, 
£o, this E replied that not much faith could bo put in a friendship that had to bo 

ouglit 

Above was unfortunately mislaid, and not sent proviously. 

(Sent to Tudin and Basra.) 





(29205) No. 78. 


Sin W. Townley to Sir Haivard Grey.— (Received March 12,) 
(Welegraphic.) Ri, 
AY telostram No, 88 of Sth March, 


sol forgivod vouterday tires protests from Persian Government against British 
ction in Southern Persia, which is representod as violation of Persian neatrality 


(No. 93.) 
Tobran, March 12, 1915, 


1. ‘That w cable from British consulate at Mohiinmerah’ has been connected with 


Baers telegraph line, amd that British telegraph clerk hed takon up his quariacs 
at Alwar, télograph olfica, 


2, That the German consul an 
Arrested at Bushire and deported, 

3, That an effort had heen imade to arrest Herr Wassmuss, 
Shiraz, and his companions at Bender Itig. 
companions and all his baggage were carried of, 


id the representative of German firm have been 


i German ‘consul at 
Wassinuss alone escaped, but his 


T have no information abont the first incident, but T warned 
Airs, more. thin three weeks ‘ogo. that Germans, whether. consuls or piven 
otsong, in south of Persia would be arrested if they persisted in’ violating Borints 
Aauttality by endeavouring to incite tribesmen to vise agniast us: Tnlereopied 
telograms| bayo now furnished us with more than a presumption that snerech ot 
Hostility ‘at sich places as ‘Shuster’ and  Behbehias, synchronising with fle 
Wasimuss's visit, was due to German incentive, 

{ propose speaking frankly.to the Minister for Foreign Affaira in roply to above 
Protests, but shall not reply to thein officiilly without your instructions treie oy 


Minister for Foreign 
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is Majesty's consul-genoral at Shiraz reports that Sivedish offieer commanding 
goceect e Pa Gu since ments RETR at Bushite demanding 
immediate release of German consel, and adding that he will not allow im future 
setious violating Persia's noutaity in places whero gondarmes are siationod. 
‘As prosmmably action of Sredish major hs, been taken under instruction 
from Persian Government, I propose to demand that he be reprimanded severely. 
(Repeated to Basta.) 





(28206) No, 79, 
Bir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received’ March 12.) 
Tehran, March 12, 1915. 


(slept ) R 
(eloxraphiie i 

No, Stl of Gth March. 

nastenisastoiy alegrate Mr Oh IT ld. Siedhc Cand near Tat 
Sirdar Jang had given the Sheikh of Mobammerah to understand that hie ould 
co-operate with him under esrtain conditions. In view of Sirdar Agsud’s dolieate 
Hiealth and neryous condition T id. not consider ib advianble’ to specify thie. nature 

Is. se cae 

eRe Reg aad ld ita Us Mud athe BiLadeie i apport EEE 
i to me highly dosisable, 
> ase soins ayaa alone bese He wonsred Uy mer CONOR 
Jost their influence, and eould be mado to accept any wrrangomont made with Jang ad 
Bahia, 

(Sent to Tndia and Basra) 





[80140] No, 80, 
Captain Wilson to Sir award Grey,—(Reeeived March 15.) 
(No, 21,) 


ir, Gamp Barly August 26,1014, 
“IN continuation of my despatch No, 18, dated the Int August, [ havo the honour 
iaiciee eave copy of a dospatch dated the 26th August, 1914, 
which I have addressed to\His Majesty's Ambussador at Constantinople: describing the 
srecvodings ofthis Commission from the 30h aly to dag 
Ne Ai, WILSON, Vaptain Tet, 
British Commizsioner, Pureo- 
Porsidin Brontion Commission, 


Enclosure in No. 80. 


Captain Wilson to Sir Ly Mallet 
gee) Geonp Barly August 29,1014, 
“IN continuation of my despatch’ No. 48, dated. the Tat August, U have the honour 
i@oubis ts your escalnlgy'e eamilon ih ialovtag camer pean ete e 
‘of the Commission subsequent to that date:— 


2, News of the outbreak of war in Buropo was received in camp at Margawar on 
thet Augeee ue atazenae waactoetiod et undisguised satisfotion hy the 
Persian Commission, who hoped that Russia's proocoupation in Europe might bring 
about tho evacuation of Azerbaijan by her troops, and they wero correspondingly. 
dejected when, two days later, they learned of Great Britain’s participation in the war, 

3, ‘The return to Russia of some of tho Russian troopa at Urmiu, exaggerated 
by local Tumour into a completo ovacuntion of the district, caused much naxieiy to the 
villagers, mostly Christians, along the frontior, and a eoresponding elation amongot 
the Kurds. At the same time the Turkish troops on the frontier professed to fear an 
attack by Russian troops from Urmia and vice yered, aud the resulting unnocessary 
movements of small bodes ‘of troops: on both sides of the frontier served to increase 

ral nervousness. 
ane tnosals end T decided that the best thing was to proceed ourselves at once to 
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Unmia to ascertain the facts, the rest of the Commission continuing to demarcate the 
frontier along the watershed. 

We reached Urmia on the Sth August, followed a few days later by the Persian 
and Turkish Commissions, 

4. Thad hoped to leave Urmia by the 10th instant, but my colleagues showed no 
ansiely to return to, the frontier, and it was not until the 18th August that, ator 
several postponements, the next meoting was held and’n further section of the frontier 
settled, ‘bringing’ us to “Mout Zont” (Khizan), at which point, according to the 
protocol of the 4th (I7th) November, 1918, the frontier leaves the waterbed aud 
Grosses the Atzin River at right angles. 

5, The provisions of the protocol concerning. the frontier from this point to 
Kotoul Dagh are surprisingly vague, secing that M. Minorski has more than once 
visited the locality, aud would appear to have had ample opportinities to prepare. a 
correct description of the status quo line. 

the Persian and ‘Turkish commissioners found themselves unable to agree upon 
tho: frontier between Khizan and Sari Baydost, and accordingly, had’ recourse to 
arbitration during the sitting of the 20th August. The necessary pillars were erected 
‘on the morning of the 21st August, the afternoon being devoted by the technical 
officers of the British Commission to observations of the cclinse of the sun, which 
just failed to attain total 

Ony uoxt camp was) in Baradost. ‘The detailed large scalo maps prepared in 
advance by tho British survey party greatly expedited the settlement of the complicated 
frontier along the western border of this district, which involved the passage of three 
streuns, Only one of which was referred to in’ the protocol, thouglt all’ aro clearly 
shown on the identicl map, ‘To the surprise and satisfaction of M. Minoraki and 
myself, however, on Turkish and Persian colleagues, after some persuasion, agrved at 
single sitting upon the alignment to be followed from Sari Bayddost to Kotoul Dag, 
whore the troutior rises again to the watershed, which is followed till close to Koton. 

Iv is of interest to note that betweon Khizan aud Kotoul Dagh, a distance of some 
1G-miles, it has been necossnry:to erect no less than twenty-five pillars in order to 
show adequately-on tho ground the very complicated frontier agreed upon: 


7. Lam sending a copy of this Aespatsh to Eis Majesty's Poreign Ofc. 
have, 
A. 'T, WILSON, Captain 1.A., 
British. Commissioner, Tureo- 
Persian Frontier Commission. 





[80141] No. 81. 


Captain Witeon to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received March 15, 19165.) 
(No, 221) 
¥ Camp Burduk, August 28, 1914, 
IN continuation of my despatch No, 19, dated the th August, I have the 
honons to enclose, for your information, a copy of a despatelk which L have audrossod 
iy Majesty's Aimbassador at Constantinople, giving cover to the procés-verbayaz 
ttings Nos. G0 to 78 of this Commisston, 
Thaye, &e, 
A. 'T. WILSON, Captain, I.A., British Commissioner, 
Turco-Persian Frontier Commission. 
eee 


inelosnré 1 in No. 81. 
Captain Wilson to Sir Le Maltet, 

(No. 31.) 
Sis, Camp Burduk, August 26, 1914, 

IN continnation of my despateh Nn. 49, dated the ath August, I have the 
honour to enclose, for your Excellency’ information, copies of the procts-rerbaux of 

ngs Nos. 48 to 73 Of this Commission. 

Tnorter to save time, I am. sending @ copy of this despatch, with enclosures, 
direct to His Majesty's Foreign Office. 

Thiave, &e. 
A. 'T, WILSON, Captain, I.A., British Commissioner, 
Tyreo-Parsian Frontier Comm 


ee ae 
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Enclosore 2 in No 8k. 
Procks-verbal of Sizty-sixth Meeting of Tureo-Persian Frontier Commission, 


SRANCE tenue le 80 juillet, 1914, Kele-Ohing, sous ta présidence de M. le 
commissnire ottoman. 
taient présents: 


Pour la Grande-Brotagne: 16 Golonel Ryder, 
Pour In Genes Etoles] ull 

Rout In leussios M, Minot. 

Pour ln Turquie: Azix Samih Bey. 


Le provés-verbal de In dernidne séance a dté Ii ef mpprousé. © M. lé commissaire 
ors oct ora a Cor calasior it rgenoo opinions gut sost manilete 
parmi les members de Js sous-commission changéc de Péreetion d’ane hornvian ty 6 
Garou-Chinke a propos de lappartenance des. sources qui donnent de lean, Iya a 
de ‘Pamartchian. M, le commissaire demande qwon teconnaisye la propriété de cet 
source au village susdit, M. le commissaire ottoman répond que les. sources cy 
question so trouvant situdes du odté ture du partage des eaux, leur gy Spacey 
village du ‘Tamartohian te pent paw Gre reconnue, Ll ajoute que le droit, de pry ; 
reoonmu par la Comuision i de cortains endroite ne ee trouve: pas sanyezurdé par lee 
autorités persines. Les habitants do ‘wvile, ditil, ayniont nn droit. de pitnrage dans 
Ja petite vallée située i Vest @'AvisSar, Aujouri'lini on lee empAche de La eee 
droit. Dans ces conditions, As ‘né pouvoir reconnaitre le droit, de propridté des 
souress au village de ‘temurtchian, F 

Bile omic are propose quwon définisee Ye statu quo. , 

On déeide wprta une diszusion quo ls frontite evan sutynd Te paring le Ga 

As couatlaixen poreg Udlata a6. repjotten ut arenas searchin ion 

jai concerne In jouiksance des sourées en question, 
Baueettrritary amendsas cousddrent application du protacole N18 pase. 
dre wa nord de Gmele-Zend. : ‘| 
i TS aT carte, ou tombe dacgord sur lo tracé suivant; tant arrives 
ta. ofl do Guele-Zerd (enon, foe qu'il yuna sous: Tessons da) WolarMeidan) ly 
frontidre suit Jes erdtes qui forment Le puriage des eaux entre Rowandous et In riy 
Layens en passwut par les sommets de Siall-Kouh et par Imcienne stile sonsyaieane 
Je non ds Kole Cine ot alto presque mtn ene Ra paagelycate iil 
site sra-considére comiao Verne: De Ih tifroutide lyons ls ont Js ents 4 
forment Ie partage des eaux entre Rowmndoux et In riyibre Gadyr en passant par les 
dex pols sitaGs Pun A Vest et Tire al noel aat An yllngude Wrens. 9 
‘The sous-comintesion n 6t6 chargée de fairo Griger des hornes au eol de Kelo- 
ine et aux deirx cols de Khrena, i mt 
Satie ire ottoman lit le passage suivant di protocole: * mee 
entendu quo les tribis turques qui ont Vabitide de pneser 1616 dane lesdites vallées 
“auix sources du Gadyr et du Layene resteront en jouissance de leurs Betas it 
mémes conditions que par le passé." La Commission a pris acto de cette stipulation 
oa eralnne anos n 66 ixde pane ld not i Ihe Lara: f 

Yin conséqnence, on @ arrQ6 pendunt cette eéence Ix Trontisre depuis Gueli aed 
jnsqu’anx cols deKhrens, i 

Fait i Kele-Chine, 1o 30 juillet, 1014, eereennromes 
¥. MINORSKY, 
ETELA-OL-MULK, 


ered 
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‘Enclosure 3 in ‘No. 81: 
Procta-verbal of Sizty-seventh Meeting of Tureo-Persian Frontier Conimission. 


S@ANCE tenuo A Kale-Zeva, le 4 aott, 1914, gous Ia présidence de M, le. 
‘cominissaire britenniqne, 


Utaient présents tous lea commissnires, 


Les procds-verbaux Nos. 08, 64 eb 65 ont été signés, ainsi que les Cartes 
supplémentafres cisaprés énumérdos + 
N 


No, 12, Original ot exemplaire ottoman, 
No, 18, Exemplaire britannique. 

No. 14, Original et exemplaire britannique. 

No. 15. Original ot exemplaires britannique ot russe, 


Le rapport: de la sous-commission No, 29 0 6t6 Iu, 

Mle Capitaine Wilson communique 1 tk Commission sn nomination au poste 
de commissaire pour Ii Grandé-Bretagne et cellevdu Colonel Ryder au poste de 
commis fra-adl 

Ya Commission a cnsaite considérs ta délimitation dé la frontidre & partir du eob 
de Khrena ot a décidé que le ligne continuera & svivre lo partage des caux vers le 
nord, Dex sous-commissions ont été nommeées pour I’érection d'une borne sur le 
col de Kelé-Ohine-Mergaver ot dine antre sir Jo cal de Zinve-Sour: 

Li prochaine séance a été fixée A DjormasBedknr, le 8 nob. 

F En conséquence, on a arrété pendant cette séance Ia frontire au nord du col 
lo Khrena, 


Fait A Kale-Zeya, lo daodt, 1914, 


A, T. WIESON, Captain, 
V._MINORSRY: 
ERELA-OL-MULK. 

(Pour Aziz Boy), 

A, HAMID, 


Rapport. 
(No, 201) Ae 


Conformément, aux. instructions ci-annexdes, nous, les soussignés, nous sommes 
tondhis sitr les linnx et avons fait Griger les bornes stivantes : 
No. 118 sur le cil die Ganni-Chinke : 


Hauteur : 12 matte, 
Diamétee Ta base: 1} metre, 
Construction dn pierres liges avec du ciment. 


Apnis tine discussion, le Colonist Ryiler-et 10 Capitaine ‘Tohernoit ont constaté qué 
es sources situdes du e6té ture du partaye des eaux donnent de Veau également au 
village dh ‘Tamartehinn (persane) ot aux torfaing: cullivés du ebté ture et que tous les 
deux appartiennent, X ce qu'il parsit, i Hama Agha Par eonséquent, Ia ligne 
frontidre dovait snivro toujours le partage des eaux, meillowte ligne géographique, 
No. 110) sur Je col de Beraine: 

Hauteur: 2 motres, 

Diamétre itn base : 2 metros, 

Construction de pierre liées avee dwciment, 

Sittiée A 50 mdtres A Lost de la route, 


No, 120 sur le col de Mivekine A mille de distance au nord du cimetidre du 
méme nom : 
Hauteur mitres. 
Diamétre i la base: i métres, 
Construction de picrres liges ayee (lu ciment. 
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No, 121 sur le col de Zinve Dola Maidan (Guele Zerd) & pew pres ¥ milles au 
tiord'de Ja borne No, 120: 


autour: 23 mdtres, 

Diamotre a fa base: 2) radtres, 

Entaisement de picrres, 
©. HD; RYDER, 
MANSOUR-OSSALTANEH, 
SALAR MUZAVRAR, 
0. KADRY. 
D, BELAYEW, 
Capmany TOHERNOFR, 


Tnatructiona,, 


La Commission a chur6 une sous-cotumission, comporée do MAL le Colonel Ryder, 
Salar Muzaffar, te Capitaine Wwheruoll, Je Lientonant Kadey Eifendi, d'érigerslos 
bornes stivanten : 

1. Sure vol de GawrtsChinke, 

2. Sur le ool do Barzine. 

8, Sur le col do Guole-Zerd, 


V. MINORSKY, 
‘A. T. WILSON. | 


AZ, SAMI. 
ETELA-OL-MULK, 
Ehanie, le 26 juillet, 1014, 


Enclosure 4 in No, 81, 


Procds-verbal of Sizty-eighth Mecting of Turco-Persian Frontier Commission. 


SHANCE tenue au col de Ohilanonk pris do Djormsa; 1s § aoft, 1014, sous ta 
présidence de M. le commissaire-siljoint: persan, 


Biniont présente M. le commissaire ottoman ot MM: los commissaires-adjoints 
russe et persan, . ‘ 

Ls frontidre & partir du ool de Zinon (Dols Kliand) a été arrétéo de Ia: manitrw 
suivante : le ligne frontidre, suivant toujours le partage des eaux entre lox districts do 
Ghomndinan et Deoltbot-Teneaver pasts pac les andtse des monte ACahicHoleua, avout 
ot Bayram (Carte supplémentaire No. 19) pon utteindiy, le ool de Zinvi-abontan, 
Ce col est situé entre: Tes villages de Djerma nt de Chekeltan, 1 18, Ia frontidne suit 
Jes arétes de Mour-iChahidan, Kouna Kotor, Guirve-Chahiden, et Gurichine de fagon 
4 Ibisser Tes sources de Berle-Sour du c6té peman. Ensuite ello pidsho. par les 
montanes de Zisrat-Beiloun et ‘vhalatelior (Webilehovii) ot atteint 19 mont 
Sitawour. 

La Commission ayant déoidé de construire une borne sur Je vo) du uhoutan, a 
Vondroit.ott le chemin Djerina traverse ln montagne de Chabidan, on sest traisports, 
sur le lieu, od une: borne a été drigée du 06t6 aud du cheinin susdit aw milieiv dn. 
cimetidre qui porte le riom de Kabristan-iTabontan, In borne étant, eonstruite de 
pierres et dinehment et ayant une haniteur de 2} matres et un diaméteo iin hase de 

mibtres, , 
te conséquenice, on a arraté A cette sdance la frontidre entre fe eo! de Zinow ot lo 
sommet de Sitawour, 


it le 8 sodt, 1914. 
ees MANSOUR-OSSALTANEH: 
MITEL 


‘AZ, 8A) e 
D. BELAYEW. 























40 


Enclosure 5 in No, 81. 


Procks-verbal of \Sixty-ninth Meeting of Tureo-Porsion Frontier Commission. 


SUANCE tonue 8 Hakki, le 18 aoft, 1914, sous In présidence de M. lo com- 
missaize russe, 

Winient présonts M. le coramissaire-adjoint ottoman et les commissaires des trois 
autres: Paissanices, 


Les procds-verhani tev sdandes Nos. 66 et 67 ont été lus et upprouvés, 

M, fo commininire pereats fait savoir quill a été constaté par son officier technique 
que le nom de Kevi-Hadji-Lbralim. mentionné dans le procés-verbali de Ia soixante- 
cinguitme séanee et dans le Protocole de Constantinople (Kevi-Khodju-Tbrahim) 
appartient en réulité Aun pie se tronvant en dchors de la ligne frontidre du c6té 
persan. La Commission charge le torps technique de lui présenter. un rapport & 


La question des droits de jouissance des sources sities sur le cok do Garon— 
Chinke ayant 686 soulevée, M. le président annonce quill fora, eoujointement 
ayed son colldgue britannique, unc déclaration A la prochaine séanee concernant 
cos droits, 

Ln frontitro & partir do Sitawour a été ensuite arrétée comme suit: elle suit le 
ool, appelé Kalankani, qui unit Sitawour A Khizane (mont Zont), pour nionter ensuite 
ausommet de eatte demniére montagne. fn commission n décidé do tenir demain ime 
sdance sur les Hioux alin de fire driger les homes nécessaires. 

Fn eonséquence,ien x arrdté A cette: séance la frontidre entre Sitawour et Khizan 
(mont Zont), 


‘Fait \ Hakki, le 15 not 1914, 


¥. MINORSRY, 
A. T. WILSON, Captain. 
ETELA-OL-MULK. 


A. HAMID, 


Enclosure 6 in No, 81. 


Proodu-verbat of Sevintieth Meeting of Turco-Péraian Frontier Commission. 


CONFORMBMENT i la résolution prise 2 la demidre séance, MM: les 
commixénives se sont rendus to amatin du 19 aot, T9L4, an tiont Khizame (Zont): 
Tid ont fait Constraire une borne au col ilé Knlankani. | Cette borne, construite ext 
plorte et cimunt, 0 2 mdtres de bine ob 1F de hauteur et porte te numéro 129. Elle se 
ttoure situde do d(é sud du chemin allant du Holdri A Kutanknni, 

Une avoonde boriie (No. 130) m été constroite sur fe partage stes eaux de Hakki et 
de Kalunkani 2 450 motres environ au nord-est dudit cal Elle: consiste en um grand 
Amoncellement de pierres et n metres de base ot 14 de fisateur, Sou asimut par 
rapport i la borne précélente est de 45% 

Une troisiénie homme (No, 191) fut construite, toujours sur ledit puttage des eaux. 
Ello consiste en un grand amonesilement de pierres ayant 4 metres de buse et 
% modtres de hantenr son azimut par rajsport & In Hore préeddonte est de 40% 

Une quatridme borne (No, 192) a été construite sur le méme partage des eaux. 
Ellewonsiste en vm grand dmoncellement de pierres of w 8 maltes de base el 2 mdtres 
de hauteur; son saimut par rapport da borne préeédento est dé 48°, 

MM, los commissuires ont ensuite constaté la construction de In borne (No, 183) 

et dn mont Khizane (Zont), Kile consiste en une grande ameneellonent de 
yant 4 motres de hase ot § métres do hauteur, Sou azimut par rapport & Ta 


ai 


nition saiventer, Tbe 

5 éliatement & Nouert. du 
‘arsiur. Elle la traverse at, par We, oonteutort 
teint Les sommets de Ia hatte 


M. le commissaire britannique fit alors lu proposition suivante: De Khizue, la 
frontiére suit le petit conttefort: situs & lest a revin qui atteing Ja rividrs d’Avzing 
e8 fase do village de Beioos, Elle. traverse vette rividre ot par lo coptrefort sitnd 
Ferra Yest'du ravin de Heicos piteint Je sommet de Seri-Boydost, situs uy 
101 7 
MM. led commissaires britannique et russe ajoutent que ai méme ta qnustion est 
Tomiie 1 Your asbitmge, le résullat uo serait gutye autre que 1a proposition 4p 
wnt do Sat 
. Ie commissaire-adjoint otfoman ayant déolaré xe pouvoir acceptor vette 
proposition, In discaysion de la question fut .remiso A ly. Saha ean qui sera 
rene Atzine 10 20-008 2016, 
h conséquience, on A accompli pendant cette séance Iu-déinarcation de to 
frontidre depuls le mont Sitawour sudan somimit du mont ‘ont 3 
Fait t Khizane (Zant), te 19 node, 1914, 
ATELA-OL-MULK, 
ALT, WILSON, Captain, 
V, MINORSKY, 
A. HAMID, 


Enclosure 7 in No, 81. 


Procts-vorhal of Boientyrfirst Mecting of Tureo-Peraian: Frontien Commaiasion. 


SBANOE tenue A Araing, 1620 aokt, 1974; sous ta prdsidence de M. le commie 
saire britannigue, 


Etaient préents M. 1o commiisinire-@joint ottoman eb los commissairos des ‘troiv 
autres Paissances. 


_ AIM. les comminsizes ont xigné es proods-verbaux dex séunces G6 ot 67 et les 
trois oxomplaines britenniques des feuilles 9 et 10 den Corte identique, Les! pravds: 
verbaux des séainces 69 et 70 ont été los ot approuvéy, ainsi quo Te rappornidiy ld: 
sous-commission No. 31. 

MIME Ios commissaires médiateurs ont ensuite fit une déelaration dens les termes 
suivants, touchant la jouiissanee dey sources. situéed wut to cal de GaromChiuke (voir 
Trosts-verbal de Ia séance 66): 


“Ta possession par Hamze Agha des\ terrains’ A Gorou-Obinke Mes deux 
edtés de li frontiire tant suffisamment établio, nous, croyons qu'Hamze Agha et 
ses sucodsscurs lézanx ne doivent pas étre empéchés de fais iin usoye, comm 
par le passé, des eaux vennnt des sources situdes gut le edté ottormin wt conduites 
par un canal ou village persan de ‘Tamartohian, 

bien AD 19 
MAS, IS 
M. Je comtnissaire persan sovléve Ja question do Ja constriction de postess 
frontidre par les Gonvernements des pays limiteoplies, lesquels, dit-il, devaient 
Sabstepin de faire Ubtir des postes sur la ligne inde te Tu frontiten, MM. Jos coms 
missaites déclarent se ranger de Pavis de Jour calldgue persin, en) eroyant toutefois 
que la décision & co sujet doit dtre prise par lex Gouvernemunts intéressées, 

La Cotimission, ayant repris Ia disenssion dela délimitation de la frontioxe entre 
mont Zon et Seri-Baydnst, M. le commissnire britannique, réiters Ia proposition ite 
par les commissaires méjinteurs \ Ja derniére. séanoo ot demande won oolldgue 
obtoinna s'il se tronye prit A accepts Jo ligneindiquéo. Af. qdminissaire donne nue 

[erd] uM 
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réponse négative on ajoutant que, daprés son ayis, cette ligne ne remplit pas les 
conditions du protocole, lequel traifedes “ sommets de Seri-Baydost” et de In“ ertte 
dui mont Zont,”” 

‘On a alors décidé do remetize In question & arbitrage, et In séance a été sjournée 
A 4/hotiren du soir, MM. les commissaires persan ct ottoman ayant promis la romise 
de leurs exposés entre-temps, 

A 4 henees ln séance a été reprise et MM, les commissaires médinteurs ont doané 
lective de leur décision, Cotte décision, ainsi que les deux exposé, se trouve annexée 
aut présent: procts.verbal, 

Ta frontidre n dono ét6 Gtablie par cette déoision do 1a fagon suivante: 


Dela borne No. 133, érigée sur le sommet du mont Khizane (Zont), In frontitre 
descenil en ligne droite A tine éminence de In créte qui partaye les eaux d’Arzine do 
celles da’ Kinki, enceit inarqué par ta borin Novis Ble derscnd atte Ie 
contrefort de Khizané qui se prolonge d’abord vata le nord et tourne bientdt vers 
lonord-est, et, passant par Jes bornes Nos. 185 et 146 atteint la horne No. 187; cette 
Wore est ntuéu sur Jodie contrefort quelque distinee & Touest de Vendroit oh le 
chemin Makki-Kourte-Kawai le traverse, De ce point la frontidre passé on ligno 
droite, en travorsant In rividro d'Arzine, Ala borne No, 138, située du chté nord da 
cheuiin qui longe In rive gauche de Ia rividro pres de Yembouclure d'un rayin, son 
Azimut pris do la borne No. 137 étont de 845°; elle remonte ledit rayin jusqu’d 
I téte, margiiée par Is borne No, 184, d’od cllo va en ligne direots au sommet le 
plus oeoidental de Seri-Ruydost (hore No, 140), 

Enfln, denx sous-comtnissions ont &6 nommdes (Nos, 98 et 34) pour Vércetion do 
Sept bornes sur le trongon de frontidre qui venait d'etre délimité. 

Kin conséquence, on a arrété pendunt cette séance, par décision arbitrale, la 
frontidre eutre:mont Zont ot Seri-Baydost; MM. les conimissaires médiateurs ont fait 
une? déclntation concernant lex Kources situées sur le col de Garou-Chinke, et 
ona traité de la question de construction de postes-frontidro sur la ligne de Ia 
frontidre, 

Fait \ Arvine, to 20 nofit, 1014, 

A, 'T. WILSON, Captain, 
EYELA-OL-MULK. 

A. HAMID, 

V. MINORSKY. 


Bepoad communiqué par M, lo Commissaire persan aux Commiscaires des Puissunces 
médiatrices, le 20 aotit, 1914. 


Bion que pur des documents indéninbles i me soit possible de prouyer que Ia 
ligne frontidre devrait Inisser les sources de Oheker-Boulgl en tersitoire persan, mais, 
on revenge du Protocole de Constantinople, j&- n’at qu'on respuoter Ie texte et 
esprit, 

Dia teenaart porte en effet que la ligne frontitro en * suivant les sommets de 
Biri Baydost rejoint Ia erdteidy mont Zont,! 

Un’ oxaminant bien Ia epnfiguration géographiqne du Seri-Baydost, on voit 
neltement que’ cutte montagne &'étend par ieux séries do sommets bien distinets vors 
Je Nowli-Tohiat: Jane des branches passant & Vest des villages de Hoyos, Becidka, &e. 
f ot Vantre i louest do ces looalités, 

OF, aucurie raison ne porto} croire ue par Vexprestion “les sommets de Seri- 
Baydost.” les signataires dn Protocole de Constantinople aigut ontendu prendre comme 
ligne: froatidve Vombranclenent est de cctte demite montagne; (andih que des 
arguments indixeulahles sont ld pour faite adopter la branche occidentale, 

Pour tre’ plas coneis, jo ne citerai que le principe fondumental du statu quo de 
1648, qui est Iaihase méme du Protocole ile Constantinople; et, pour ne a\'apphyer 
que sur ‘les dociments émanés ves autorités ottomanes seulement, je ne citerat que 
Khoyrehid Effendi et Dervich Pacha, 

Kin offiety le premier de ces fonctionnsires ottomana fait comprenir: les rnines du 
fort dei Koline-Mich dans Te district person de Harndost et lv second fait passer In 
frontidre du mont de Koline Mich (voir page 241 du livre de Khourclid Efendi et 
chapitre 9 de Dervich Pacha). 

‘Aussi, pour que ce! fork fasse partio du territoire porsau, vonformément aux 
déclarations ‘dé Khourchid Bifendi, il faut que In ligne frontidre suive la sétic 
‘ovcidentale des sommets de Seri-Baydost laissant également les eaux de la riyidre de 
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Koline-Mich on territoire potéam, ce qui serait conforme aw statu quo de 1848 et 
Par conséavient hla lettre ot Vosprit du Protooole de Constantinople: tandia que 
adoption de Ia hranche orientale de Seri-Baydost no ferait, quo yioler Ie fonlemoné 
mémé dudit protocole, 

aMinsi, In ligne frontiére doit, en venant dw nord, suivee les sommets de In branche 
ovcidlentale de Seri-Bayiost et aboutir A la vividre de: Nuzli-cliai ad Nouiest de Beoidka 
Dour monter de Id sir In eréte du mont Zont” par une ligne autant quis possible 
géographique et directe: 

EYELA-OL-MULK, 


Arsine, le 20 anit, 1914, 


Exposé communiqué par M. le Commissaire ottoman’ aux Conimissaires des Puiseances 
médiatrices, Le 20 aout, 1914, 


TI est dit dans Je protocole que Ja ligne frontidre, suivant los sommoty ile 
Scri-Baydost, réjoint la eréte da mont Zout.”” 

Ceite deseription ne sonrait: donner liew A-une divergence d'interprétation quant i 
son application. En effet, e'est un principe admis parfoutiet appliqué par ln Cohintse 
sion A difiérents endruits, que dans tous les cas oh om doit quitter une ohnine pour 
desceudro & une rivibro, Is ligne vitionnelle ’sulvro est celle du contrafort, priuoipnl 
qui descend & cette vivitie, 

Ainsi/on pont citer certains des eas ot 1a Commission & appliqué o@ principe = ung 
Aécision arbitrale a fait snivzo-A la frontidre 16s controforts de Kollimerig dane: part ot. 
de Kolle-Chonvan deTautre, Dans le texte de cotte décision MM, Jos commiasnires- 
médinteurs avaient éalement avaneé des considéeations mititaires commo vlea raisons 
coneluantes, 

A Bamon, Ia frontidie w snivi 16 contrefort sui-onost de dette olintin pour on 
aiteindro In crite. Egalement pour le cas de Bayyel: dans le protovole’ il ext dit que 
Ju frontidxe * passe par la montagne de Beyzel et descend au cours dyau ds: ‘Tahomi- 
Zerichk.” Cotte desoription fut appliquée sur les licus, sans hésitation aucune, da 
maniére A siivre Ala ligne "Je contrefort qui va dang ln dircation di nord,! 

Auoine stipulation restrictive ne se trouyant dans lv protocols pour la partie ari 
question, ceat-talire nt village ni champs: qul pourriont fico’ devier la lige at 
rection naturelle n'étant présents, il serit non. soulenient illogiqit, mnis aus 

contraire & 1'esprit du protocolo, si on prenaitnne mitre ditvotion, 

Pour Zonvil n'y aque donk contreforts pour descondts ilu rividre, Colui réslanio 
en dernieé Hiett par Jy Commission ottomane constituo Ja limite extroime de concession 

Won puisse faire sans Gtre contraire.an protocols. Pour Seri-Baydost, li frontidew on 
doit sutivre tous les sommets, ot du dernier eile doit desoandre A Ia rividro on suivant 
lo conteofort prinaipal, : “ 

Les terines di protocole sont hin clairs, wh le eorps teolinique surait mieux. W 
méme didéterininer cos coutreforts, 

De ee qui préchdo, it ssor que Jes considrations géoxtaphiques militonkabsoli- 
ment on fayeur de Ia frontidea réclamée, 

Au point de vue militaire, l'aeceptation do ta ligne proposée parE lo vommissaire 
britannique laisserait en Perse tous les banteurs vonimandant la petite valléesitus di. 
été ottoman, fa proposition ottsinane, tout on laissant In grande partie de com 
hautours A la Perse, procurerait au moiny i la ‘urguiv ui certain endtoit: pour établir 
ses postes des frontidre, fine 

Je soussigns ne doute pas qu'un examen impartial ambnerait MEM, Tes commis: 
saires-arbittes i reconnattre le bien-fondé de'lexposé ottoinan, : 

‘Le Coinmiasaite-Adjoint Impérial ottoman, 
= ‘A. HAMID, 

Ayzine, le 20 aoft, 1014, 


Décision arbitrate, 
Nous, loa soussignés, ayant examiné lox exposés oftoman ct pertan, avous 
constaté: ; 
1. Que des trois préeddents oités par lo représentant ottoman done ne sont yudre 
4 méme de prouvor sa thise: i Sowmar précisément «une lizny intermédinine 0 66 
choise’ pour éaliser: Jes couditions de déleusive des deus edtés; 4 Tuvle-Cheltan 
(Zohab) on. choisi la ligne qui ne suivait pas le conteefor® principal 
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3. Que Vexposé persan est basé sur Ja supposition, V'indieation inexacto du oroquis 
préliminaire, que Koline-Mich-s0 trouve aut le-versant sud ile Ja chatne de Serie 
‘Unydost, tandis que lo Kale susmentiouné se trouve du ebté de Baradost (nose! 

8. Que Vexpression du Protocole final “sommets de Seri-Baydost’” et la orbte 
de Zens” semble Iniser In Commission libre & ehoisir les dannées naturelles des deux 
chatnes que la frontide doit snivre en traversant la vallée de Is rivitre arsine, 

4, Que lappartenance. du village t’Argine Ala Perse est unt chose basée sur To 
témoignage de Dervich Pacha et Kiurchid Hifendi et acceptéo idee au eain de notes 
Commission. 

5. Que ln nécessité de snivre autant que possible In ligne dinsote entre to dlornier 
#ominet oriental de Seri-Bay dost et In erdte do Zont (Sbizsn),combinge aveeln uésesité 
do Inissor aux Persans In froulté de protéger ta valléo d@’Arzine, ous mine a adopter la 
ligne montyée en rouge sur Ja carve explicative, e 

Y. MINORSKY, 


A. T. WILSON, 


Rapport, 
(No, 81.) 

Conformémient aux. instructions ei-annexées, nous, les soussignés, nous sommes 
Fenduo un eal de Kele-Chine-Margover et avons érigé une borne (No. 126) aur un 
rocker situé sur le col; hauteur dels borne: 1} métro; diamatne ia hase 1 mde; 
on plertes liges avec dui ciment, “La route qui traverse le col vient ile Kala Zevaict ae 
diview en deux-au yersantiture: Mun yaa Nebei, Vautrek Rawandous, 

©. H. D. RYDER, 

A, HAMID, 

MANSOUR-OS.SALTANEH, 
Te 6 anit, 1914. 


Instructions, 
(No. 31.) 
J Commission a chargé une sous-commission composite de MM. le Colonel 
Ryder, Mansour-os-Saltaneh, Abdul Humid Boy, d’Griger une borne sur le col de Kele- 


‘Ohine-Mergayer, 
A; WILSON, Captain. 
YY. MINORSKY, 
EVELA-OL-MULK, 
AZ. SAMIH. 
Te A aot, 1914, 
— 


Wnelosire'8 jn No. $1. 
Procha-vorbul of Severty-seeond Meeting of Turco-Porsian Frontier Commission. 


SEANCE tenueA Gero, 1e 24 nont, 4914, sous la prdsidenee de M, le commiasaire- 
persan, 


Htaient présonts 2i. le commissaire-ndjoint ottoman ut les commissaires des trois 
autres Puissances, 


Le proods-verbal ilo ta ernidre séanive:a Gd In et upprouyé et ceux des eéances 
Nos, 69 et 70 out été signs, ainsi que tes cartes suivantes + 
Carte identique, fenilles et 10. Bxemplaires russes, 
8,9 e610, Detix exemplaires persane, 


10, Original et exemplaire britannique, 
16. » 


Carts Supplémentaire No, 


{es comiissnines ont ensuite considéré le. traoé-de ln frontitre au nord de 


dost, en examinant In carte détaitlée Na, XX (a), 
AM, le'commissaira otfoman déelure que de Seri-Bay dost la froutidre doit descendre. 
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4 la rivitre de Khonyk, én Iaiesant le village de co nom A Ia ‘Turquie, remonter sur les 
orétes en passant par les sommels dont Ja hauteur se trouve: marqnée snr la eusdite 
carte do ja manitre suivante “ 2155," 1880,” et 1080," deacendie, par Te eintrofort 
du dumier de ces sommets et passer pir le milieu du fort qui so trouve pres do 
fembouchure dans la plaine de le rivitre de Bazirga pour remonter d Kotoul Dagh par 
Jes sommets marqnés 1590" eb #1980." 

M. le cominissaire porsan considdre répondre A. In devoription du, potocole Jo 

St pe ett Baydost Ia ene frontidte doves A lxivitte d’Alousan, qu'elle 
traverse, puis elle va & I vividre de iChanyk, qn’elleteaverse’ 1 mille enviton A Pouest 
du village i meme nom, Ells travorso la reibea dEkualuk A omeon Yee A Yoxt 
da sommot-mnrqué st Ia. earty 2300." Do i, alle va en ligne dineote vers Kotoul 
Pagh en travermant Ja rividre de Buzirga h 1 mille: i Vest du village du meme nom 
ef remonte A Kotoul Dagh en suivant les erétes. 

pris uno longue discussion, MM. les. commissiites: pera et, ottoman sont 
tombés d'accord sur Io travé sitivant, quis été iudiqné sir ln curto détailie 


Ve la horne No, 140 ta frontidte, bn shivantle partage dos eunx, par le col 
de Koule Mich et atteint Io pio s'levant A tin deinicrhille mu gud’ dit pio do Serie 
Basdost qui porte snr la carte Ia hutenr 2.820 metres. De I, elle 44 divigo vors 
Je non! ot strive audit pic dé Suri-Baydost, dow olle desdend, oh sitivant la Uranche 
orientale Ju confrefort s'étondant du cbté nord, jusquian. mnissean de, Khanyk: le 
Havers co ruisseau h Vendrott appelé Kharibiehei-Kasryk, murqag ar li horny 
No, 142, et s'engage dans un ravin qui y entre A la rive ganché. Ta frontiore remonte 

ravin jnsqwa ce quiclle atteigne Ia eric qui sépate 16 ravi «'Ekmaluke du 
ruissea de Khonyk & Yendvoit marqué par la borne No, 148, Ne at cote crbte 
Jusqu’a Invborne No, 145, dois ole, desoond un ronteefort auisavin aHkmalik, quelle 
traverse AVendiwit marqué par In borne No.146, Ello.monte ensuite on ligne Aroite 
Lia borne No, 147, situéo sur ta orbte sdpnrant Je yhein @’Rkmalui de Ja tividvo. do, 
Baziega, ot descend le versunt oeciiontal parun petitravin jusqu’A lidite rividee qu’ello 
traverse on face de Vembouchure \'ua ravin marqaé par li bornd No, 149 et no 
trouvait 4 14 mille en amont du villnge de'Soro,. lle renonto ledit ravin jusqu’d Ia 
tte dod elle wage, en. ligne droite, In borne No, 151, aitnéo aur lo eontrafort wa 
trouvant entre Je Tohamsi-Kasran ot lo ravi au noni de Sirtyk, La frontisre remonto 
ensuite ce controfort jusqn'au sommmot de Kotoul Dagh. ’ 

Deux sous-commissions out até constitudes pour fain) Grigor Tus bores édedaires, 

M, Te commigsaiee britannique annonde qu’i It suite de by rolution. A6jh prise, 
Jes cartes ot Ia desgription de la frontidre jusqu’d In rivitra Zab ont été envoyser nue 
Indes poue dtro impringss, Tl est. d'avis quo danssles cireonstancos notuoltes, i 
serait feds utile Gugit de: mbme pour te neste dela frontidre,. Catte proporition a 6l6 
‘approlivée, ot MM, les eommissaires ont demandé chnoun vingt: exuimplaires. 4 

Suv ta proposition également: de Mf le commissaire britannique, on aéalile 
Wesaminer Ia description do In frontidre entre le Zab et Kotoul Dagh  préparse jin le 
seorétarint: et lo corps teohiniqde et de Uattachor au procds.verbal dune adince 
ultéricure, 

M. le commissairo nttoman prie sex calldguos do prendre en cousidération gus 16 
village de Sero appurtient A Seid Abdurraliman, sujet ottoman, ot demande qu’on lui 
Feconnaisss ce droit do propristé ot ses savoossours Légiux. 

ALM. lescommissaices médiateurs ont pris acte de. la demande fear oolldigue 
ottoman et 80 sont. engages examiner, 

ML le commissaire persan dit que los villages de Soro et do Sartyk étant restés dw 
e016 persian dela frontidre, i demanded son colldgne ottoman de donner les ordres 
nécessaires pour yufils soiont évacnés. pax les ikétachemonts de froupet ottninanes 
qui s'y frouvent, “M, le eovtmissaine otfordn wo declare prt & faite lis) démarchias 
niéeessaires, 4 

Tn prochaine séanns a été flxéo & Sero Ie lendemain, 

Bi conséquence, on a atrstéau cours We outts, s€ance: ta frdatibea. nth, Soxi- 
Baydost et Kotoul Dagh, et on a décilé de fie imprimer los onrtes ot la dosotiption de 
Ja frontidre au nord de {a rividre Zab; 


Fait A Nero, Je 24 nod, 1014 
RIRLA.OL-MULK. 
A. WILSON, Captain. 
Y. MINORSRY, 
A. HAMID, 
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Rapport! 
(No. 83.) sae 


Conforinémient A ordre de la Commission ci-nimexé, les sonssignés ont constrnit, 
Je 21 aofit, les bornes'suivantes 


No, 184: Construction: Anioneellement do pietres, 
Dimensions: 8 metres.de diamdtre, 2 mbtres de hauteur, 
Distance dela borne No. 138; 1,100 pieds. 
Direction prise de la borne No. 188: 826%, 
Sitiée sur un montioule sur le contrefort entre les eaux se. déverannt vers 
Araihe et celles se déversant vers la rividre d’Arzine en amonb de Bekos. 
La frontidre va cn ligne directe depnis tw borne No, 194 jusqu'’d la borne No, 18H 
No. 185: Gonstruction: Amoncellement de pierres, 
Dimensions: 3 métres de diamétre, 2 motres dé hauteur. 
Distance ile In borne No, 184: 1,250 pieds. 
Ditection prise de In borne No. 134: 360%, 
Situde sur an monticule sur lo contrefort entro les eaux se déversant vers 
Arsine et celles so déyersant vers Ja rividre d’Argine en amont de Bekos, 
No. 186: Constraction: Amoncellement de pierres, 
Dimensions: 8 matres de diamitre, 2 métres de hauteur, 
Distance de la borne No, 1365 + 1,500 pieds. 
Direction prise do la borne No, 135: 360% 
Située sur un vol entre les enux se déversant vers Arzine et celles so déversant 
vers la rividre d’Ayaine en wmont de Bokos, 


No, 187: Construction: Amoncellement de pierres, 
Dimensions: 8 métres de diamitre, 2 ndtres de hauteur. 
Distance de la borne No, 180: 4,800 pieds, 
Direction prise de 1a borne No, 136: 82°, 
Sitiée sur Ia créle entre le rnissenw se déversant vers Avaine ot coulant dane 
uniravin au sud de 6@ villaye et la tividee dA raing, 
Quittant la borne No. 137, la ligne frontiére descend a la rividre d’Araine en 
ligne directs sur un azimut dé 364° jusqu’d Is horne No. 18 en traversant la riviére, 
ETELA-OL-MULK, 
0. KADRY, 
Carman: TCHERNORR, 
SALAR MUZABRAR, 
A. T, WILSON, Captain, 
Tnatructions. \ 
8 Commission “a olargé MEM. BtelaolMulk, Kadey Effendi, le Capitaine 
‘Nahernoff (ou M. Minoriky), lo Capitaine Wilson, d'ériger los hornes Nos. 184, 185, 
186 et 157 dans les endyoits établis sur In carte ‘explicative, 
A, ‘T. WILSON, 


VY. MINORSKY, 
ETELA-OL-MULK. 
A. HAMID, 


Rapport. 
(No. 84.) 
Conforaisinent. aux instructions ci-anniexées de I Commission, nous, les sous- 


signés, nous somioes rendus sur les lieux et avons construit les trois hornes 
auivantes 


No. 108 20-mdtres au nord do ta route de Nokos A Arsine, qui suit te rive 
gauche de Is vividre d'Atzine ; 
Hantaur : 2h moves, 
Diomdtre A ln base; 24 mateee, 
Construction en pierres liges aveo du ciment. 
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No. 188 &. 3 métres au cbté nord de la route Bekos—Baradost prés d'ine source, A 
‘une distance d' pen prés £ mille de Bekos: 
Hauteur: 3 métres, 
‘Diamétro d Ja base; 2 metres: 
Constriction en pierres. 


‘No, 140 sur le sommet le plus oriental des monts Seri-Baydost': 


Hautenr ; 3 motres. 

Diamitre A Ia base; S$} metres, 

Construction em piertes, 
C, H. D. RYDER, Liewteriant-Colonel, RB. 
A, HAMID. 
MANSOUR-OS-SALTANER, 


Instructions. 
(No, 34,) ’ t 
La Commission a chargé MM. Mansouros-Saltanch, Abdul Hamitl Bey, le 
Capitaine Ychernott (ou M. Minorsky), le Colonel Ryder, d’ériger lea borines Nos. 188, 
189 et 140 dans les endroits établis sur la carte explicative, 
A, T. WILSON, 


V, MINORSKY, 
ETELA-OL-MULK, 
A. HAMID, 


Enclosure 9 in No. 81, : 
Procte-nerbal of Sccenty-third Meeting of Turco-Poréian Rronticr Commission. 


SEANCE tenue d Soro, le 25 att, 1014, sons la présidénioo de M, lo comtnissaire: 
russe. 


Etaient présents'tous les commissairos. 


Les procés-verbaux des séunces Noa, 68 of 72 ont 646 lus ot approuvés, wt! lecture a 
‘été donnée des rapports des sous-commissions 36 et 36. ra 

On a signé le procés-verbal de Tit soixante-onsidme séance, ainsi quo leh cartes 
suivanten': 


Carte identique, fouille 7: trois exemploires russes, 
Aye » 11: trois exomplaires britanniques. 


La Commission a ensuite étadié 1a frontidre uu uord do! Kotonl-Dagh jusquian 
mont Sourtya, et a constaté oi conformémont au protocole, elle suit continuelle- 
ment le parti des eaux principal, 

(On Aralerd eGiN6 fo vat la podhatne aah op als GAamrniaaN A ag BRAG 
Stndier les cortes, de décider, en conformité aux besoins,loenux, Yomplnoemont, és 
bornes i étro érigées et do nommer une rous-commission pour cetto besogne. 

Eu conséquence, on a arrdté pendant cotte’séancs la froutidre entre Kotoul-Dagh 
et mont Sourava, 


it. Sero, le zy svar, 14 
fe V. MINORSKY, 
‘A. '), WILSON, Captain. 
BLELA-OL-MULK, 
‘AZ, SAMI 
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Happort 


ynformément & Vordre dela Commission oi: annexé, les soussianés se sont rendus 
sur les lieux et ont fhit construire tes bornes suivantes = 


en pierre lige avec du ciment, 

Dimensions: 2 x 14 metres, : 

Situde sur le partage des eaux entre la bortie No, 140 ét Ie pie de Seri Baydost 
sur Ie'col de Kubne Mich, 


Suivant le partage des eaux, In ligt froutidre monte sur le pio de Sori Baydost, 
De li, elle tourne vors te noid & descend pik 18 cdté est d'un contrefort entre deux 
ravins et traverse le rnisseau'de Kbanyk A la jonotion la plus orientale desdits rayins 
aveo le ruisseaude Khanyk, Ost endroit, connu sous le nom de Kharabeh-i-Kasryk, 
est marqué par In horns No, 112, 
No, 142: 
Entassement de pierres, 
Dimensions: 8X 2 mares, 7 
Située sur un grand rocher surJa rive gauche de Ia rividre de Kianyk entre 
les jonctions sur Jes tives droite et gauche aveo cette rividre de deux 
raving: 
Lar frofttidre suit: wn vavin pour monter jusqu’d la borne No, 143, 
No, 143+ 
Entaasement de pierres, 
Dimensions: 2 x 1 mbtres. 


Située aur un monticule sur li créie entte Tes ruisseaux de Khonyk et 
@Bkmaluk. 


ptassement de piesress 
mensions: 2 x 1} mares, 
Situéy sur le point le plus élevé de la eréte s'éevant & ouest da ruisseau 
VEKeialuk, 
No. 1b: 
Entassemont do pierres, 
Dimnonsions: 2 x 14 motives 
Situdo sur la crdte sélovant & Potdet da Fuiésoan demi, 
Depuis ln borne No, 145 1a ligne frontidre descend par un controfort jusqu’d Ie 
borne No. 146. 
Civitan SORDANOER, 
MANSOUR-OS-SALTANEH, 
AL WILSON, Captain 
¥ Y. 


KADRY. 
SALAR MUZAFFAR, 
Khaiiyh Ww 2 aot, 1914. 


Instructions. 
(No. 


i) 
La Commission a chargé MAL. Je Capitaine Jordandl, Kadty Bifendi, Salar 
Musaifir, le Capitaing Wilson, Mansour-os-Saltanoh, dériger les bornes Nos. 141 & 
145 dans les endroits inavqyiés sur ta carte explicative. 


A. HAMID. 
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Rapport, 
(No. 36.) 
Conformémentanx instructions de la Commission ci-annexées, nous, les soussignés, 
nous sommes rendus sur les lieux ¢t avons érigé les bornes auivantes : 


No, 146: 


En pierres, 

Hauteur: 2 métres. 

Largour & In base + 24 matres. 

Sitnée sur Ia rive droite du ravia d’Bkmaluk qui rejoint 1a rive droite du 
‘MPeham-i-Bazirgah i J mille A Youest de Soro, ct A tino distance do 
1 mille en amont de cette jonction. 


1473 
En piers. 
Hauteur: 1} mdtre: 
Targeur & a base: 1} motre, 
Située sur le sommet le plus au suid-cst sur lo contrefort entre Te ravin. suedit 
et lo Toham-i-Bazirgah, 
Aaimut pris de Ia borne précédente: 280°. 


148 


En pierres, 

Manteur ; 14 mbt 

Largour 4 Ix base: 1 métre, 

Située sur le mémesommect que la borne No, 147, b uno distance de 450 pieds 
et ur un azimut de 8165. pris de la borne préeddente, 


No, 149: A 


[En pierres liées avec du otment, 

Hauteur: 1} mot 

Largour & la base: 2 metres; 

Situde sur lo cbt6 nord du chemin Barixgah-Sero A Ja rive gauche d'un ravin 
qui rejoint In rive gauche du Toham-I-Basirgah A une distanes de 
Tf mille ‘on amont de Sexo. 


160: 


En pierres. 
Hauteur: 14 mdtre. 
Largeur 4 la base: 1) metre, 
Situéo sur tin monticule A la tite dudit ravin. 
» 151; 
En pierres. 
Hantenr: 1} mitre, 
Largaiir 4 In base, 14 motre; " 
Situdo sur lo partage des enux entre les ravine qui so versent vers) Sartyle et 
Basirgab. 
No, 152; 
En pierees, 
Hauteur: 1} mitre. 
Largeur d la base: 1} métre. 
Située sur ledit partago des eaux. Azimut de la borne No. 161, 185°; 


distance, 1,480 pieds, 
ELELA-OL-MULK. 
A. HAMID, 
Y. MINORSKY, 
©. H. D, RYDER, Lioutenant-Colonel, RU. 


fi714j 











50 


Instructions. 
(No. 36.) 

Ta Commission a chargé MM. Minorsky, le Colonel Rydex, Etela-ol-Mulk, 
Abdul Hamid Boy, d’ériger les bornes Nos, 146 2 152 dans les endroits marqués sur la 
carte oxplicative. 


ETELA-OL-MULK. 


[24283] No, 82, 
Captain Wilson to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received March 2, 1915.) 


Maku, October 26, 1914. 
IN continuation of my despatch No, 19/14 of the 26th May, 1 have the hononr to 
enclose, for your information, a copy of a despatch which I have addressed to His 
Majesty's Ambassador nt Constantinople, giving cover toa copy of a declaration made 
by M. Minorsky and myself in our capacity as mediating commissioners with regard 
0 the old frontior botiween latitudes 34 and 35, : 


WILSON, pai, 1.A., British Com- 
missioner, Turco - Persian Frontier 
Commission. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 82. 
Captain Wilson to Sir L, Mallet, 


F Maku, October 26, 1914. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 88 of the 26th May, I have the honour to 
enclose, for your Exeollency's information, 6 copy of a joint declaration made by 
M, Minorsky and myself during the 83rd sitting of this Commission, in our capacity 
tig mediating commissioners, regarding the old frontior between latitude 84 and 35. 

‘This declaration is, except for a few tinimportant verbal alterations, identical with 
tho statoment proviously sigaod by us under date of the 13th (26th) May, for the 
information of our respective Governments. 

M, Minoraky xofused at that time’ to make a joint declaration on the subject to the 
Commission, Whon, however, he invited me to make a joint declaration regarding 
the Kotour frontier T took occasion to stipulate that similar action should be taken in 
regard to the old frontiar between latitudes 34 and 35. 

‘Taken in conjunction with our joint declaration to the Commission of the 13th 
(26th) May, this document should, I venture to think, serve to support the claim of 
Anglo-Porsian Oil Company to the Ab-i-Naft (Naft Deressi) oil-field near Mendeli, to 
‘strongthon which has been my. object throughout. 

Thave sent a copy of this Aospatch to His Majesty's Foreign Office, London. 

have, 
A. T. WILSON, in, L.A., British Com- 
isvic = Persian Frontier 


Enclosure 2 in No. 82. 
Joint Declaration. 


SE rondant/compto de l'importance qu'il y ourait & enrogistrer des renseignements 
précis concorant la frontigre turco-persane entre les paralldles 34 et 35, telle quo 
colle-ci était récomiuo do fait antérieuromont & Ia délimitation de la frontiéne actuelle, 
ot ayant en vue de définir aveo plus de précision “les torritoires & Vest de Baghtché” 
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auxquels mention a été faite dans leur déclaration on date du 13 (20) sai nope 
sentants britannique ct russe croient utile W/exposer le résuliat do,lours investigations 
personnelles ce sujet: 


Apris avoir quité Je Sirvai, I eusdite frontibe da sal quo avant 1a déinitae 
tion se dirige vers le sud pour atteindre Je sommet du mont Beyzal elle en anit la 
ordte dans Ja direction de V'ouest et descend ensuite au Zimkan Ta jonetion do celni-ci 
avec le Poucht-i-Guerray, (Jusqu’a ca point la ligne indiquée no diffdve aueunement 
de la frontidre établie par la Commission de Délimitation.) 

Ensuite la ligne remonte le ruissean de Poucht-iGuersaw jusquiaw confluent du 
ruissean d'Arkhawandoul ot Jo suit pour monter au col de Kargamil. De li, elle suit 
Je Zimna-Kouh (Zamin) et rejoint Jo Sirvan au déilé de Derbeit-i-cKhau, Le Sirvan 
Constitue ensuite Ia frontibre jusqu'au premier posto ottoman (" birinji kullé”), qui est 
situé 4 environ 4 milles en aval do Ja jonction dou rividro de Kourétow avec. to 
Sirvan ; ) partir de Ii, elle snit Ia ligne des postes dans la direction du sud-sud-ost 
jusqu’an poste coanu sous Te nom de kulle yahneli,” qui est prés do Kani Boz 

ligne suit en aval la rivitred’Elvond jusqu’ati confluent. du rniasean de Palkana, 
oi allo In quitte pour rémonter te controfort nord de Djcbel. Louts Baghtché, qui 
constitue Je partage des eaux & Vouost du Palkana, Arrivée au sommet, ello suit, le~ 
contre-fort sud du Djebel Lonii Baghtché, qui forme le partago des eaux Xk Noucyt do 
TAb-i-Naft (Naft-Deréssi) et continue le long dudit partage des eaux jusqi’h oo qu'elle 
tombe dans V’Ab-i-Naft au point oft loichemin do Mendéli ih Kast-i-Ohirine lo traverse 
(eadroit marqué par Is borne No. 46 de la frontibvoaotall), 

La icne cishout décrite so trouve indiquée par uno ligne rouge coupéo aur los 
Cartes supp émentaires Nos. 9, 10 ot 11. ci-annexées, 

Y. MINORSKY. 


A. T, WILSON, Capéain. 
Tae 1 (14) octobre, 1914, 


{80863} No. 83, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 


(Tel hic.) TR. Tehran, Marcle 16, 1915. 
“TIS Majesty's consul at Tabriz reports that Vali Ahd is expected to/arrive in a 
Tow tages cul ha! enteaUibypeparacine aga being made for his reception. 

Prince's retinue bas been increased by some 6,000 or 7,000 Shahsevans, Russian 
authorities haye expressed hopo those irregular horsemen may not bo allowed to enter 
the city, as there is danger their proserice may lead to collision with tho Russian troops, 

‘My Russian colleague has made a représentation to Persian Government in this 
sense. 

Consul expresses an-opinion that prosence of thiesa inegulara ia botli: unnecessary 
and undesirable, I am therefore informing Minister for Moroign. Affairs it would 
‘seem desirable to publish order that Shahsevans should not enter Tabriz with Vali Abd, 

(Repeated to Petrograd.) 


(No. 104.) 





[28686] No, 84, 
Sir award Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(No, 64, 
(Tel ie) Foreign Oftee, March 16, 1915, 

YOUR tologram No. 94 of 18th Maveli: Bakhtiari klians, 

I would be inclined to. offer a subsidy to Sardar Jang if you feo! assured (hat ho 
will shape his course according to our wishies. 

T should, however, be glad to reccive your views And those Of Sir P. Cox—to 
whom this telegram has been repeated—on the probable effect of such action on the 
other Bakhtiari khans and on the Sheikh of Mohammersh respectively, 

(Repeated to Bushire, No: 2.) 
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[31178] No, 85, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Ndward Grey. (Received March 17.) 
(No. 105: 
(Mogeehiay 

MY telegram No. 100 of 13th March, 

Tspoke to Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday most seriously about the situation 
in Southern Persia. I recapitulated all reasons given by Six P. Cox in his: recent 
telegrams to! show why thero is good ground for accusing Persian Government of 
showing niore favour to our enemies than to ourselvos, and I warned his Excellency 
that this attitude of the Persian Government could not fail to make most unfavourable 
iinpression on His Majesty’s Government. explained that seizuro of papers found in 
the possession of MM. istorman and Wassmuss, proved most conclusively that they 
had not only been ocoupied in scheme to stir up Persia against us, but that all their 
actions had been taken in collusion with the German Minister, Had plan succeeded, 
TL showed his Excellency immediate results would have been even more disastrous for 
Porsian Government than for ourselves, without counting panishment [sic] that Persia 
would have had to pay for finding herself embroiled in a policy liostile to Great 
Britain, 

What, Uasked, ind! Persia done to prove her goodwill? She had taken no steps 
to oppose onward progress of ich men as Wassraiss wid Schoonemann, though 
warned of what thoy ‘were doing, and it wns even said that their recognition as 
German consuls at Shiraz aud Sultanabad was contemplated. 

No assistance lad been vendered to. the Sheikh of Mobammerah in his latter 
attempt to maintain Persia's neutrality, and no definite orders had een sent to 
Bakhtiari to make a demonstration which would have been held by neighbouring Arab 
tribes to mean thiat Government disapproved of spread of Jehad movement, ‘Telegram 
from people at Ahwaz had been communicated to’ the Murkish Ambassador, and 
‘Wasomiss lid! boon given an honoured reception, escorted by gendarmerie, who hind 
assisted him in his subversive campaign, despite the fact that I had shown him up in 
his true colours, 

Minister for Horcign Affairs denied that Goveramenthad shown Ahwaz intelligence 
to Ambassador, and maintained that Persian Government could’ not have acted 
differently towards Bakhtiari, nd they adopted anothor attitude khans would have 
pillaged country, and probably after all would have refused to obey orders of Persian 

lovernmont, 

Jt was tho pre-kuowledge of this that caused late Prime Minister to refrain from 
siving categorical orders to khans. 

Minister for Moveign Affairs asgnred me that it had not been decided to recognise 

ther of the Germans { have mentioned as consuils, but he séemed to think that thoy 
Id linrdly bo blamed for carrying out their instructions, 

‘To this I retorted swith somo heat that men that acted in this way behaved like 
pirates, and wore as much open to treatment: of belligerent in noutral State as if 
they ‘had weapons in their hands, and: that a State thut mide any pretence of 
observing its noutrality must take steps to provent such open intrigues from being, 
carried on, 

1 added that T was sure ib would make a deplorable impression in England and 
Tndia if these men were now recognised as consuls, 

T wged that immediate and ‘energeti¢ instructions should be sent to local 
duthorities in the south to take all necessary steps to check the subversive movement 
which had sprung up in the, gendarmerie-protected footsteps of Wassmuss, If this 
werd not done Persia would have herielf to thank for the consequences, and no 
complaint could be mado if it wore found necessary to laud British troops at Bushire. 

Tf abuso’ coutinued it might bo even necessary to strike nt source of mischief in 
‘Tehran itself, 

Minister made a long defence, pointing ont that Persia's side of the question should 
nol be! overlooked, Ho was accused on all sides of favouring other party, whereas 
Persian Government was genuinely ondedvouring to maintain neutrality, which had 
xuow been violated by all pirtioe. It was useless & aeons anyone of having been first 
offender, ‘Task of tha Government was rendered more dificult by the fact that the 
cause of the Allies had become thoroughly unpopular in Persia, where all are nowy on 
the side of the Turks. Goverment realised that to take that side would spell ruin 
but they had to contend against almost unaninous contrary opinion of tho whale 
people, 

* (ltepeated to Potrograd, Basra, and India.) 
Se eee 


Tehran, March 16, 1915, 
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[81306] No, 86, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Reccivad March 17) 
(No. 106.) 


‘legraphic,) BR. Peleran, March 1%, 1915. 
e Ee eden No. 97 of 18th March, repeated 18th March, 
Following from His Mijesty’s consul at Tabriz 
“Report of massacre referred (0 fn my fimmedintely preceding telegram is confirmed 
by Russian vioe-consul at Diliman. Hxnot numbers are not given, but he states several 
Hundred bodies have been discovered in wells aud other plaoes and are being buried 
under the supervision of Russian tro 


(Repeated to Petrograd.) 





(31843) No. $7, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received March 17.) 
fttogeretin) R ‘Tehran, March 17, 1915. 
NY immediately precoding telegram. 
From from Lis Majesty's consul at Vabriz :— 


ly telegram Xo, 13. , 
“My United States colleague fas buon asked by Dr, Shedd, of tho American 
Mission at Ormia, ina letter of Ist March, whither he could not go to thalr wévistance, 
‘The latter, who is ready t go, hus consulted my Russia and Hrench’ colleayries, and 
myself; but we are nnanimonsly of opinion thay it would be impossible for him to ket 
thero, ax the Russians cannot. guaranteo his -eafoty beyond their own’ lines, gud ‘that 
only meant of affording relict is by direct action by United States at Constontingple, 
and by pressure on ‘Turkish Ambassador at ‘Pebran. 
“The account given by Dr. Shedd is not ‘reassuring, for though the report that 
800 persons had been massiered at Urmiais unfounded, iv appears that: some threo 
wweoks ago forty refuxgoos, who hud boent imprisoned Vy oder of tho ‘Turkish consul, 
wore exeonted outside the town on accusation of having borne arms against tho Poike 
without any proper investigation, Shedd say 88 0 whether this was6o or not. Nhl 
was foilowed two or three days later by shooting in cold blood of fifty men at the 
Village of Gulpassan, where women aud)girls wero also violated —ohiof offenders in this 
respect being apparently Turkish regralurs. ‘Shore has boon groat mortality owing to 
sitkness amongst refugees, while he estimates that 800 persons have heen killed inithe 
istrict since the ocoupation by Turks in January, Persian Governor, he 
adds, is doing his best, but the Turkish’ consul does nothing, though very. profuse in 
promises.’ 


T have made yerbal/and written communications to Poxsign Goyerninent, as have 
my Russian and Freuck colleagues. 
(Repeated! to Petrograd.) 


81845) No. 88, 


Sir W. Tovoniley to Sir Rdtoard Grey. —(Recsived Mareh 17.) 

‘No. 109.) 

(Teleraphic.) Re _ Peliran, March V7, 1915. 
a te Afajny's consul st Shiraz, telesraphs that situation there lias become 
excoetlingly eritical aioe the arrival of Wassinne, nd. tht, there is good around te 
belieye that part of she German pla is 4 ati His Majesty’ cbarulete ad sez 
person of Bis Majesty's consul ag. revenge for what ins been done at Bushire. 
Majesty's consul at Shiraz. considers, the sitstion so serious that, he his ake fr 
permission to destroy his eyphers. 1 have wuthorised him toido so if ho really thinks 
Wasaunuss contemplates un attack on consulate. Such an attack could of course only 
be carrie out with contivattosob ssstanco of geadarsiere and lacit/sanlon of 


{i714] 2 





oa) 


Governor-General, It is hard to'see what obje i 
10r-General, t would be 
unless intention is to force Persia into war Ricaty. es ee raessises ins 
Hie consul at Shiraz adds that Swedish officers have now quite thrown 
mask, and) de ilves openly hostile tous. One of their number has 
ee d to Bushire openly preaching a rising agninst British, 
i have caused a vigorous protest to be made to Prime Minister, and have held 
beat for pee eay aera imay occur and for safety of His Majesty's 
one Fe tah pare aM a called’ bis most serious attention to behaviour of Swedish 
His ‘Highness promised to take necessary” sty 
constlate. He is also sending orders to officer o 
officers under his command. 
_ Tewould appear clear that-no r: 
atthe of Governor-Cenoral is unsat 
‘will endeavour to secure appoint 
nee ppointine: 


ps to preserve order and protect 
ommandling gendarmerie to contral 





[81897] No. 89, 


gum Sin W. Townley to Sir Mioard Grey.—(Received Moreh 18.) 
No. U7, 
"Telegraphic. 1 
_ . Pe, Teliran, Mi , 1915. 
FOLLOWING from His Majesty's consul at ‘Tabriz, 12th Marche St 
“My telegrams Nos. 11. and 12, 
“Reports cominunieated to me by 
from Dilman by Armenian to the effo 
of that place, some 800 Christian an 


States colleague, 
States Minister at Teli 
Constan it 





{81898} No. 110: 


(Noi) 5” > owney to Sin Bdweard Grey.— (Received March 18) 
(Pelegrahie) 


: 
OUR tologram No. 65 of 16th March. Pes Moreh 1S FINIR) 


My Russian colleague: and T have mete re 
agents all calling themsolyes consuls, although 
Government, 
seg pills of our ropresoutations have formed subject of previow 
ig © Chilean, who has successively enjoyod. the protesticn of ENR ea 
Gorman Legations. le is a most detormined intsignor, and has reeeivedcm eit 
attention. Wo can do nothing more, widiout force  lehind ‘us, than protest nade 
Hersian Government. to pat w stop to intrigues, This they are powerless toda, SiGe 
Ruswion collenguo isin ene agrebent with me Beef 
enemal situation is moat unsatisfactory. Tam to see Prime Mini i 
Tshall then be able to put you in possession of views ot cab sae pan alae, 
(Repented to Petrograd.) . 


posited protests against various German 
none have been recognised by Persian 
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{31900} No. 91, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bitoard Grey —(Received March 18,) 
No. 112.) 
(Telegraphic:) R. 

MY talezram No, 109 of 17th March, 

Tam officially assured that most categorical orders have béen sont to Governor- 
General of Fars aud to officsr commanding gendarmerie to taka all possible stops to 
maintain order. 

Searching enquiry is being instituted into charges against gendarmerie, which 
Government affect to believe’ aro totally unfounded. Oficer commanding here bas 
been closely cross-examined, and has expressed greatest amazement: at accusations, 

(Sent to Tndis, Basra, Bushire, and Shiraz.) 


Teliran, March 18, 1915. 





[31902] No. 92. 
ws Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Groy.— (Received March 18,)' 
(No, 114.) 


Tele, yee Telhiran, March 18, 1915, 
FOLLOW ING from His Majesty's consul, Kermanshah, 10th Marol;— 


“Tarkish Kurds burnt villages in Kasr district. Sinjabis then attacked’ and 
defeated them. Captured some Turkish Government rifles and prisoners, who include 
a ‘Turkish officer, on whom there wore said to be important documenta.” 





(31984) No. 93. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hadveard Grey. —(Received March 18.) 

No. 115) 

{ilegny hie) Teliran, Marol 18, 1016. 

YOUR telegram No. 640f 16th March, i 

I entirely agroo with opinions oxprossod in Sit P) Cox's telegram No, 562 of 
18th March repeated to you. Idea of subsidy for Jang wis put into my head by. 
Bahadir’s brother, who of course disclaimed nll nocossity to give his brother anything, 
Dut meont contrary, Sum proposed by Sir P. Cox sooms to me a litile small, but 
would suffice if it was understood that thers youll bo more to como according to 
Yalug of services rendoredBahactur and ily ato espocilly hard up just nove, 

1am equally of opinion that negotiations whoild be conducted by Sir B. Cox,» L 
seould Ho concent uiysalt wit sdoh Hag aration toorp fondly ntstads to, Mauer 
than I have done since they, ayo shown little wish to assiat us. 

T understand Sardar Assad received very insubordinate answer from head: Mullah 
at Ram Hormuz to a telegram he sent enjoining tribesmen not to allow themselves 
to be lod away. 

(Repeated to Basra.) 


$1622) No. 94. 
Sir P. Cox to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reevived Marel 18.) 


oe ey Re Bagra Mareh 18, 1915, 

HEFERENGE Foreign Office telegram No. G4 of Wth Maret to you 

Tk isessential that Sardar Bahadur, as representing other branch, should partio 
in any subsidy given. ‘These two khans with our general support) would then ba in « 
strong position inthe tribe, and T'se0no reason. why the eury of other hans, should 
‘give us sorions inconvenience. ‘They would no doubt, be squared by Khians above 
mentioned. To be of use, however, arrangemento must. bo promptly concluded: 

On. the assumption that political relations with Persia do not dovelop. into 
declaration of war, I would suggest 1,000, down for eaoh khan, expenses for main: 
tenance of any tribal troops employed ontside. Bakhtiari limits, and promise .of 
further favours later on, according to services rendered. | ‘This subsidy should suftica 
to seoure their co-operation to the extent of guarding the pipe-line as fnras Wais and 
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No, 95. 


W. Townley to Sir Hatcard Grey.— (Received March 10,) 


‘eiographic.) Ry 
MY tologram No. 104 of 16th March, 
Following trom, consul at Tabriz, No. 17 of V7th March -— 


* According to information received by Russi 
y my Russian colleague and by reel! 

grother source, thera is reason to hope that difienlty referred to in'any telegroes 
No; 18 nas Deon satisfuctorily. disposed of, as it seems that such Shuleenee 
me Reo pA Died Vali Ahd tis Shute home. My colleague, however, aa reported 

my. telegtam in question, will most th ii ‘ Wi u 
sole naga ho latier in advance to-morrow in omler to 

iY sgiment of Cossacks arrived here on Mth March from Jt ve 
felloved ne tay by General Femernoantof, commanding the A ene 
\ ssist at the reception of the Vali i en oF Wl a 
OE neta oipbtae ho Vali Ahd, the entry into town of whom has been 

“There are now about 4,000 Russian troops at Tabriz, nok counting the Cossacks 


regiment, which isin the neighbourhood of Ch e1 ff 
Wed tho way-tron aatien ig! wood of Cogan, and n further battery of artillery 


Tehran, March 19, 1915, 


(Ropeated to Petrograd.) 





(81845) No. 96, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Torney, 


{Ne 7) 

(Telowedphic,) 
YOUR telegram No, 100 of 17th March + Shiraz 
dit View of the. grave sitiation in Southern Porsia, and ation of the Swedish 


Porsiym Ofice, March 19, 1915, 


officers there, Teonsider that the latter should bo recalled as well 

Gonoral. In regard to withdrawing the Swedes from Southorn Persia. eaten 
to know sehether it would Best be agcomplished by you through the Swatch Nene 
quarters at Tehran, or whether an application should bo mare by mmo to tho Swedish 


Government. Tis Gf great i : 
BhoUt he ang OF BtoR" importance that & good successor to the Governor-General 


“(Repeated to Petrograd, No, 876.) 


Se 


Lia 
[32937] No. 9% 
Sir W. Pownloy to Sir Edicard Grey —(Received March 90) 
(No, 123.) 


lelegraphic.) Tehran, March 20, 1915, 
MY telegram No. 118 of 19th March. 
Following from British: consul ab abrin :— 


“My immediately preceding telegram. 

“Vali Ahd made his entry into Tabriz this afternoon amidst a largo concourse of 
the population. No incident occurred to:mar the general harmony of the proceedings, 
and impression produced npon ug and, 1 am informed, upon the-pooplo also by young. 
prinos was a most favourable one.” 


(Repeated to Potrogead.) 
Fn aa re 


[32978] No 08, 
Sir W. Townloy to Sir Bdward’ Grey.—(Received March 21.) 

(No. 120,) 

(Telographic.) Teliran, Marek 20, 1915, 

MY telegram No. 110 of 18th March. 

Prine Minister called on me yesterday, and we had a very frank excliange of views 
on the present situation. ‘his was favilituted by the fact that wa have long.heen on 
friendly terms. 

His Highness endeavoured to show that present anxious situation is largely: due to 
Russia’s past. nnd present action, and said the Karguenr of Bnzéli had repotted Jandin, 
of 700 Russian troops on the way to Knsyin. Such a step could not, he: considera 
fail to cause very painful finpression, and the psoplo wore alroudy. saying, that (hia syag 
only tle prelude to Russiin occupation of ‘Tehran, which would produce Turkish 
occupation of Kermanshak and Hamadan and a consequent unfortunate extension of 
the sphere of military operations in) Persia, 

replied that 1 felt sure that he must have Geen misinformed, as my Russian 
colleague had told me two days ago that the idea of increasing Russian forco nt 
Kasvin in consequence of the unsatisfactory situation creatod by tho equivocal attitude 
of Swedish officers hud been abandoned, Tadiled, however, that Persian Government: 
must not be surprised if Russia and Great Britain were forced to take strong action 
in Persia, seeing that the Government did’ nothing serious to put a atop to open afforts 
of the German agitators to'stir up the people against us, ‘Those agitators, L had beon 
able to show by documentary proofs,-were acting nniler the direct orders of German 
Legation, and bud, inthe south at least, open support of both Swedish and Parsiant 
officers of the gendarmerie, Was it not possible, I usked, that it. might be found 
necessary to oyerawe the situation by despatch of somo 10,000. Russian troops to 
Tehran? hero was no idea, T added, of any such thing, as far as 1 wax aware, bat 
the present uncertainty created by the Government's weakness was intolerable, and 
strong measures to control the situation might have to be taken, (Ind of R;), 


Tam well aware of the gravity of tho stop Ttook, but it appeared to me desirable 
that somewhat complacent Cabinet, should have a fright, more espedially aj Thaye 
reason to know that it is anticipated here in. all seriousness that Allies! position in 
Europe will force Great Britain and Rnssia’ to offer most advantageous terms to Persia 
atmearly date. Persiaus are porsunded that Gerinany will win. 

Prime Minister was much taken aback, and said that 10,000 men at ‘Tehran would 
not overawve the sitnation ; although they might enable ns to choose our own Cabitict, 
they would rather make matters worse—rovolution would result, which it would require 
100,000 men to quell, 


(R.) We then pissed to.» consideration of the situation in the south and vost. 
Tstinmarised the recent actions of Germnn agitator, and impressed on his Highness 
thit-we had scrapulously respected Persian sentrality, itil ‘Turkish and) Corman. 
action had compelled us to defend ourselves. Tn the circumstances I hid detailed, 
conld he wonder, tasked, that we iad Jost confidence in the a merie 2 Conmivanice 
of past Minis ‘devigh Affairs was oven suspect in kame quarters: — Acting, 
consul gonoril ay Bushire had reported that it would he necessary to lat 


ji7ia] 
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unless the Swedish officers and gendarmerie were withdrawn from lower part of 
Shiraz, Bushire road. Attitude of Governor-General of Fars, too, had been inost 
Unsatisfnctory, as he had done nothing to chieck the spread of disorder (Ind of B.) 


Action of Sivedes nade it appéar as if General Hjalmarson had co-operated with 
Germans in knowledge that Sweden would join our enemies in the spring, with definite 
object of creating at a given moment some situation which would force Persia into 
‘war against us. “General and’ other officers haye openly. expressed their conviction 
that Sweden will join Germany. 


(R.) Prime Minister endeavoured to doferid attitude of previous Cabinet, and 
argued that it had only sought to maintain Persian noutrality. 

I replied that the best way to give His Majesty's Gaverament proof of his sincerity 
would be to recall Governor-General of Fars and Swedes from there, and send sound 
Governor-General to tako his place, with Colonel Merrill to take over the gendarmerie. 
Such action would show the Germans that Persia means to maintain genuie neutrality. 
‘nd to put a stop to their intrigues, and might inspire His Majesty's Govornment with 
some faith in new Cabinet, He’ promised to consult his colleagues on theso points, 

Tsubsoquently told my Russian colleague of all which had pasaed between Primo 
Minister andimyself, He told me that troops which had been lauded at Euzeli are 
frontior guards who have come to take the place of the regulars at Kasvin, who are 
wanted elicwherg, 

(Sent to India, Petrograd, Basra, Bushire, Shiraz) 





(82995) No. 99. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey. (Received March 21.) 
(No, 12) 
(Telegraphic.) 2. 

MY tologram No, 107 of 17th March. 

Russian Minister informs me that a vice-consul, whose post is Urmia, under 
horial conditions has visited district of Dilman and has found villages inhabited by 
Christians totally destroyed. Villages, Russian viee-cousul reports, ure full of bodies 
of massacred inhabitants, Heftouvan would Appear to have suffered most severely, 
More than 200 corpses have been found in wells and ditches, in cellars of Houses, 
Persian Goverment (sic: ? Governor) of Salmos. is accused of complicity in these 
atrocities. 

Porsian ({group undecypherable] Urmia is also accused of having violated Persia's 
neutrality by going over to Turks, It is stated that Majd-us-Sultaneh, a well-known. 
firebrand, has organised a troop of fedais, whom he has placed av disposition of Purks, 
aN ian’ Minister has addressed communication in the shove sense to Persian 

fovexnment, 

(Repeated to Petrograd) 


Tehran, March 21, 1915. 





{33027} No. 100. 


(io 195) SP Me Mote to Sir ward Grey.—(Beccived March 21.) 
No, 125, 
(Welographic.) R. 
MY telegram No. 120/of 20th March. 
My Russian colleague informa me that Prine Minister has protested against 
change to be effected! in Russian garrison at Ardobil and Kazvin, arguing that under 
resent clrounistances presence of Russian troops at thuse two placés ia unaeccteary. 
is Highneds added that last. year Russian troops had created. very bad impreasion, 
and engendered a belief that Russians are about to occupy Tehmn. —‘Turkeah Am? 
Eassaror and Gorman Chargé W'Afaires had notified Persian Government that if 
numboro! Russian troops at Kazvin is incroased’ they willhave to leave Tehran, My 
Russian colleayguo pointed out. to. Prime Ministor that he appeared to be more 
Preoveupied by convenioneo of two above-mentioned diplomutiststhan with legitimacy 
‘of protecting Russinn jnterests, 
Prime Minister hinted in reply that if Ruskian troops. were withdrawn from two 
sbovesmentionéd, places it inight be possible for our British request for recall of 
Governoroneral of Fars, and’ of Swedish oicers from there. (Tend of 1) 


Tehran, March 21, 1916, 
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a meeting hold-at Wrench Legation yesterday afternoon, at which French and 
Belgian Ministers were present, as well as Russian Minister [sie] nnd. myself, it was 
unanimously agreed that situation oes not admit of a reduction of Russian force at 
Kazvin, but that rather it should be increased. 


(Secret) 

Also agreed that, subject to approval of our respective Governments, we should’ at 
an early dato and on the same day make-a communication to the Prime Minister in the 
sense that Governor-General of Fars and Swedish officers in that province should be 
recalled ; no opposition be made to increase of Russian troops at Kazvin;, and eflestive 
steps Bo talkon by Persian Government to put-a atop to orgunised agitation now being 
carried on throughout Persia by German ogitators. Communication ‘will not in any 
way take the form of ultimatum, but is. intended to show solidarity of Allies ut 
moment when situation is-most unsatisfactory. i 

(Repeated to Petrograd, Basra, and India.) 





[33973] No. 101. 


Sir W, Townley lo Six Bdvward Grey,—(Received March 23.) 
fo. 41.) 
gen ‘eliran, Mareh 3, 1915, 
WITH referenco to my telegram No, 82 of the 26(h February, T have the Honour to 
transinit herewith translation of a note addressed to mo by tho Persian Minister of 
Foreign Afinirs and dated the 20th February, protesting against the arrest and 
doportation of German subjects by British officors at Mohammoera, 
Thisve, &o, 
(Ror the Minister), 
0... RAMSDBN, 


Enclosure in No, 101, 
Ala-es-Sultaneh to Sir W. Townley. 


Pehinan, Hebrivary 20, 1915, 
‘DHE Chargé d'Affaires of tho Imperin! German Goyernment informs mo hy a note 
that the British officers at Mohammerah have at first arrested and'then deported from: 
that town a German gubjeot by: name Holst, w represiontative of the firm of Wenckhaus 
T much regret this measure taken by’ these British officers gains the neutrality 
of the Persian Government, os I was informed by your Excellenoy’s note of the 
Sth November last thatyin view of the sincerity: always manifested by His Britannia 
Majesty's Government in respecting the neutrality of Persia, apoctal instructions hind 
been given to the British officers to observe that neutrality, 
‘This news has been the cause of much regret. to the Parsian Goyernmont, and 1 
am bound to make a protest, ie: 
Since your Excellency is\well aware of the evil consequences of the measure taken, 
T earnestly hope that Hia Majesty's Government may send eromptony orders io the 
officers to send back the German subjects and to make reparation for their breach of 
Persian neutrality. i 
Tayail, &e. 
ALA-ES-SULPANEE, 





(34040) No, 102, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Reocived March 23.) 
Pehran, March 23, 1915, 


(No. 126.) 
Cee PP Nalepruni No, 185 Ot Sat Maret 
telogram No. 125 of 21st March, 
Miniter for Foreign Aduirecalod ono on the 2let, aud exprena confident Hope 

that he could offer proposals upproved by the Cubinct that would lead to @ satisfactory 
solution of all present difficulties. ‘These proposals ware never formulated except 
ag dependent on permment withdrawal of Russian troops from Kazvinand Ardobil. 
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resent moment, and 
unanimously agreed 
liminished. "Root of 
aided and abi 


consil-general ¢ 
urged that Persia 


fivform spi 
spiracy 
thers igitation, 


lending that a deplorable impression had been created 
oops, stying that I cousidered their presence necessary 
icy in the power of Government to contrl the situation, 


till place in tho sincerity Of the assurances of Prime 
Korein Affairs, 


Office, Petrograd, Basra, and Bushire.) 


re 


[32996] No. 103 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Howard, 


ae 8.) 


(‘Tol phic.) R. Foreign Office, March 23, 191; 

YOU should inforin Swedish Minister for. Roroiga Altre thee ges Majesty's 
gurgmment gro roeelved evidence whieh, to their great remot chen clearly that 
Swetish ‘olicore in Southorn Persia: have roveutly abandoned seats ot neutrality 
whieh His Majesty's Government wero entitled 0 expect how offen serving under 
Persian Government, 

oi tetisholicers at Shiraz aro reported to have doclared’thamnsl¥es deh ly 
hostile to His Majesty's Government, and one of their maniac Teeently proceeded down 
{he road to Bushire openly: advocating a rising against the Brae Moreover, pipers 
[pind binong the effets of a German show that the gendarmerie ce wging tho native 
Khans to attack Bushir 

{cit Atiosty’s Government bring these facts to uptie of Swodish Goverment with 
all the ieantor rowrot us tho Swedish Government word seoenile es good 48 to sanction 
at thelr request, theretention of eostain Swedish officers in Pacane : 

ir View, lowover, of tho situation that has iow developed ie 
govatuinent are mnablo to givo: their support any longer to dhe eeode officers in 
Aputhern Forsii, und wonld bo grateful if the Swodksh Gescoope Woulil instraot 
thon) to withdraw from thogo: districts whoro His Majesty's Goren acne cannot but 
Tegan thir presence ns gvovedly iniunieal to British intoroers 


ee 


[34074 No. 104, 


Majesty's 


Sir W. PLownley to Sin Basoard Grey.—(Received March ‘24)) 
Noy 127.) 
Veliaraphic.) R, 
MY toluzrany No. 124 of 21at March, 


Ine Madea's Coueul at ‘Tobriz report situation ow that date yost ertioul hero 
axe trea! or four. Canadinos among refugees. United States borane urged Russians 
to send trodps to telof of the plage in the hope tha thoy may arcive te Cee prevent 
Kengral massacre, ovhich’ appears to. bo threatening, “Corea his expressed his 
concurrence in views of his American colleague; Rusgian officer: commanding has 


Tehran, March 23, 1915, 
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fe ented 10 ‘ako antion requested if authorised todo wo by superior authority, but 
he fears xelieving movemont may precipitate massacre, 

His Majesty's consul learns that Turkish Government, has jesuod! orlore for the 
Seleecarding of Christians, but bo considers that litte faith ean bo placed in effoacy 
of such instructions. 


(Repeated to Petrograd.) 
—— Se 
(84987) No: 105, 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdkoard Grey —{ Received March 2%) 
Telegraphic) 


Pehran, March 24, 1915, 
'Y telegram No. 120 of 25rd March, rs 

At the request of Prime Minister, I called on his Higliness yesterday ovening wt 
an hour when ho expected visit of Russian Minister.  Mushit-od-Dowish pretscot ite 
Taney ec), Saving, that tliere are now three contses open to Persia: fant, to side 
with Allion socondly, to join Tarkey and Germany; thirdly, to.remuta novel 

Porsio could! not ndapt first; he eaid, becaniee public opinion would. or wanetion 
er doing so. Sho eonld take second, but Persian Government. hud no volentiee 
doing so, and proferred third alternative [group undecyphierable); to do.90 eho, must 
hava help of ncighbouring Powers. Only belp. that would be ellestive woule: ty 
Withdrawal of Russiuns from Kazvin, Resht, and Ardebil, Public opinion had best 
‘uch, exercisad by tho reported landing of fresh Russian troops for these places, 

Russian Minister had told him that now troops wore only iutendon te replace 
those now at. those places, He Wslieyed this etatemont, but he svould novr be alin te 
persuade Medjlies and people of its rath, ‘hore was 4 firm conviction in the pind Ge 
the public that Russian occupation of ‘Tehran was intendid. Aly Russian eullee ron 
Pointed ont that troops at Knzvin and Resht are much fewor in*aiiubers thon they 
Tele be a yor ago, aud that his Govermmont had no intention of inerwasing Wen 
He agreed, however, o telegraph views of Persian Goveramont to Pettograd., 1 rgued 
tut tneasiness now prevailing throughont Persia was not dio to! presonto of Tues 
Conk Places mentioned, bat to persistent intriguer of Turks and Germans, 
Garman agitators bad, I said, set the) country on [group wndecyphiorablojing theit 
otormined efforts to force poople to rise gaint us, ‘To Tapuhan Shirad sol otheg 
places: must now be added Kermanshah, where I had just honed so-called German, 
consul had sueceededgin upsetting public tranquillity by his persistont envolineat at 
men {6 vio he had snppligl arnig, which he would appear to havo: imported sith 
connivance of Persian Cnstoms. 

Tyunderstood tiat-he had openly assistcd chief of police im his campaign, 

Persian Governmont. had done nothing to check this auitation: No orders had 
bean sont to Vali of Pushtickuh to remain loyal to. noutralily of Poraia,, No step 
had bee token to, prevont. German, agitators eatoring, tho (Pies gronps unde 
cypherable}, although their open intrigues among frootier tribes liad matorclean wae 
Was their object. No orders had beon sent to Governor-Cenendl of Fars to sNppross 
agitation, or if sent thoy had remained unheeded, as his Excellency. win daily, 
Wurrounded’ by: ail! the Teading’ sgitators, and was in constant intercourse. with: 
Wassmuss, so much so that His Majesty's consul now considers him 1 bo ehiet Jeader 
of agitation. I said that T could quote uumerous other instatices where Parsing 
Government hot done nothing to maintain neutrality, of which eo much was made, 
whilst there appeared every reason to bsliove Swedish and Persian gendarmerie officess 
are in league with Germans, . 

Seeing no definite disapprobation from central authorities, the disafécted naturally 
supposed that their subversive actions had the approval of the Persian Goverument, 

His Majesty's Goverament Lind requested recall of GoyernomGonoril of Fars and 
Withdrawal of Swedish officers from that province, and it, had heen represented hat, 
uuiless arrangement under which gendarmerie was to he withdrawn froin Daliki= 
Busliire section of road was forthwith ursied out, it woul be necessary to Tansl British 
troops at Bushiro to protect. our interests aguinst, local anoyement. eiicouraged by 
gendarmerie. xia “ 

Erine Minister xepliod that he was powerless to tako action in thorsense, sere 
by His Majesty's Government nnless Russian troops were withdrawn. Sieh action 
woul! never to sanctioned by public opinion unless he could put forward 4 quit pro 
qo hich he was convince: would’so completely pacify ani ease public mind thin he 

{i714] R 


xe 128.) 
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{pula beable fo take most energetic mensuites to’ meet our wishes and Put an end to 
Gorman agitations, 

He was unable to. speci 
convince ins that, they 
create situation which 


ineasures would be, rior to 
of evident Germun scheme to 
Persin into war [tivo groupe 


botokened a realisation of the fact 
ippart of ‘two powerful foreign legations as well as 
ho said he would have to report on tho matter, 
( hice; sent to Indio, Petrograd, and Basrah,) 
[88027) No. 106. 


“i Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley 
6: 


egetuhic) 
OUN toleigrarm No, 125 of 21st March, 
miter t Pree tation proposed in Jaat paragroph, when your Russian colleague is 
Ghailarly instructed, but you should at the same time inher, tee Minister for 
A2vign Affairs of my xoquest. to Swedish Government, im een eta my telegram 
No, O8 of 281d March to Stookholin, repeated. ta gon, 

{tis not certain whother Svvodish offitors will’ maintain that they can only be 
recalled by their own ot by Persian Govarnment. und iti Accordingly necessary for 
Hib Majesty's Goyerament to make ropresantations te bak 

Repeated to Pars, No, G41; Potrograd, No. 421 ; und Havro, No. 21) 


= ee ee 


(85468) No, 107. 


Foreign Office, March 25, 1916, 


Sir W. Downley to Sir Bdward Groy.—(Recaived March 26.) 
(No. 180.) 


(Telegraphic) Tt, 


Tehran, March 26, 1915, 
VOLLOWING from consul at Shiraz, No, 


“Twas visited. to-day by ropresentat 
from ulema, Emissary: wis instructed ti 
Thrahim, who is of tho Governor-General’ 
feelings to Great Britain, 

take any part in war. 


raz entertain friendly 

e hier neutrality or to 

inion that, nnless present 
disturbances are inevitable. 
re these opinions, and are 
1 of Governor-General aid 
jeans of preserving Parsia's 


inform your Excolleney of views of the ulema, and 
r power to maintain onder and neutrality. 
‘sited Wassmuss, although latter lias no official 


ures regarding anti-British 
the Bushire road. 
dimmarised ns follows :— 


Propaganda which iy bo 
Sittition in Fars 


““Thore are still'somne reasonablo-elemonta in the Provitice which are friendly to 
us and which disapprove of German-Swedish procedure, If Governor-General and 


3 


Swedes can be retnoved I believe the conntry will romain quiet: Othorwide T regard 
outbreak of serious disturbances as inevitable: . ‘ 

+ Governor-General received telogram from Oxbinet' some days ago confiming 
him in his appointmont. a 

‘(Addreseod to Tehran; repeated to Bnshive,) 


eee 


(35757) No. 108. 


Mr. Howard to Sir, Fdward Grey. —(Reovivod March 27.) = 


(No. 58.) 
{Relagetphi { 
PERSIAN gondarmeri. 


Stocklioln, March 26, 1915, 


show any political sym 
Majesty's Government 


Sivorlish officers to 
happy 
int 


ten reply next Wednesday after he liad been 
Council. 





[86109] No, 109. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 28.) 

elegant Telirmy March 28, 1916, 
(pis No, 112 of 18th March: Aconsations made against Ouptain 
oo i H f twlegram addtossod 

inter for Foreign Affairs has communicated to mo copy of telega : 
10 alfcer commandiag geodariesie om Cavan Ont dato Hoan denying 
gloria charges ade sist him of faving spokes va Iai aaa a the 
Brith and of ving incited orl chiefs 10 as ais then, Ho‘ aserts hath 
carefally echo all ola questions during is tou of open | savoraly 

i in nati fiom he detected mankiog political cnpital, 
ain OBST a meas OU NTE aa ae 
ee Tae Became asia aw Shane having acted in w manner hostile to 
British. ; 

Oi [ated Gites ities Also 
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(36693) ni No. 110. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Received March 29.) 
(No, 186.) 
(eleztaphic,) 

AY ‘telegram No, 134 of 28th March: 

Hlis Majesty's consul, Shiraz, telegraphs that M, Stas, late financial agent there, 
ow (on his way, to Bushizo, confirms all that has ‘been’ Yoporled.previsnsly. about 
Captain Oertengren’s anti-British crusadé amongst khans on road; M. Stas wishes his 
name not to appear as authority of information, 


‘Tehran, March 29, 1915. 















[86694] No. 01, 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Recelved March 20,) 
ts 188.) 
olessraphic,) Ry Tehran, March 29, 1915, 
MY telegram No. 127 of 23rd March, 
Following from His Majesty's consul at Wabriz, No. 21 of 27th Maroh :— 


“ Confidential) 
“My telegram 21 [sic}. 

_,, My Russian colleague has informed vs that his Government have communicated 
with Grand Duke Nicholas and military. authorities at ‘Tiflis with a view to eatly 
reliof of Urmin being undertaken if possible, and he had hoped that operations would 
bo begun shortly. Headded that the Vali Ahd had promised him to cause strict 


orders to be conveyed to the Kurdish chicfs of Urmia district not to harm the 
‘Ohvistians.”” 





[36692] z No. 112, 


Sir HW, Townley to Sir Kdwari Grey.—(Received Marck 29.) 

(No, 189,) 

(Rolegraphio,) Ry 
YOUR. tolegram No, 
Pollowing from His Maj 


Tehran, Morch 29, 1915, 





‘of 23rd March, 
a consul at Shiraz, No. 67 of 27th March :— 





“Your talogram No. 41. 

“As far-as T can gather at presont, Soulet hos no intention of falling in with 
German plans. His principal object juat now is to. get rid of presont. Governor 
General, who. is unfriondly to him aud has been intriguing against . Lam in 
touch with Soulet through original porsons mentioned in mg telegram No. 65 
of 16th February and other chaunols, and lose no opportunity of giving hin 
good advies, Wor the prosent, thorefore, I think it will meet the case if T 
Continue this course, and also hint that Jater-on wa sball bo prepared to. give. him 
moral ‘and material support in return for friendly attitude now. We bave, indeed, 
already given bim somo such promise, and we must, I think, be propared to mnke it 
good Inter if Soulet's attitude and proceedings prove satisfuctory at this! crisis. T 
Would not propose offering him either arms or money at present, but should he make 
direct request for such assistance T will inform your Wxcelleney. But, of course, 
successful execition of this or any other poligy favourable to our interests in 
Southern Porsia depends upon elimination of hostile foreiga elements which are 
Working against us. 

“(Addressed to Tehran ; repeated to Bushire.) ” 



























[37843] No. 113. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Gre 





Received March 30, 
(No. 140.) \ ) 
(Welegraphic Télivany Mareh 30,1015. 
ACTING ‘TreasurerGoneral called on me this morning to toll mo that persistent 
‘opposition to present Cabinet made it clear their object is to get rid of Belizian element 
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in financial administration. He said that for this reason he had definitely derided to 
resign. 








(Very Secret.) 
‘Thore is no disguising the fact that Goyernmnent, Modjliss, press, and people dre: 
all opeuly Hostile, while aituation of tivo logations to-day is not sucll'as eulblon thoi 





to force Treasnrer-General in Such @ manner as to ensure his doing’ his work as it 
should'be done. 

Since repeal of law Jauza, Pressurer-General, has been reduced toa cypher, and 
wal merely be used as to be held responsible for financial! collapse, which cannot be 
avoided. 

TEhe had support of legations, they tho would be held responsible for collapse, 

As Persian Government is opposing Belgian ddiinistration by all meine’ al. its 
disposul, it would appear to’me to’ Be ballet to lot Belgians bi and leave! Persians to 
get out of innddle as best they can, Sittiation should be looked on’ as a tomporaty 
‘éné, to be dealt with after the war is over, ‘ 

Unless miracle happens, Persia will then be in sore straits for money, and it will 
pay ee he found possible to impose on her a Hnancial contfol which can alone save 

jer from total rin, 

Under law Jauza, Treasurer-General was always at loggerheads with Minister of 
Finance; now be will beeome mere eypher under lis orders, 

Acting Treasurer-Goneral entitely agrees with me, as do aay Russian and Belgian 
colleagies. Latter las just expressed ie that, in event of Persian Government 
refsing (o carry out indemnity clause in the Belgian contracts, the two Governments 
‘will insist on this being doug as son aa the situation becomes more favourable, 

(Itepeated to Potrograd,) 


(89210) No, 114, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdwaril Groy.—(Heceived April 3:) 
(No. 143 


(Tologrephic.) R. ‘Téhtar, April 8, 1915, 

HIS Majeaty’s consul at Shiraz roports that Governor-General still continues to 
associate himself openly with Wassmuss and German party 

[ caused representations to be made to Minister for Foreign Affairs yeaterday, and 
amyoolt poréonally an’ Priore Minister, “ig Higtcoss, tasarlod! thie ‘Ho. had sont 
categorital instructions to Governor-General, Fars. 

Treplied that this was further proof tliat his recall is imperative, as from latest 
information in my possession it yras clear that his Dxoollency pays. uo attention to hia 
instruction 

Prime Minister replied that he was ready to recall Goyernor-Gonoral, but that il 
was difficult for himto doo unless: he, had something by way of compensation a3 a 
quid pro quo to offer public opinion. 

feb Gonsorsatingjia which yor) plats apealinng Woe ead leeds nar steer 
in answer to his Highn that Cabinet was imbued with most friendly 
sentiments to Great Britain’ that coincidences aro unfortunately against Persia, and 
thit thoy may combine to shake the faith of Porsia’s Buglish felenda in hor alncarity. 
Neoube| anid woutileaation hott than his Ltghnede hn unde ot RetaharenpRTy 
might :oean to Persin: 

As coincidences [cited that, whoreas all that is possible appears to, be done for 
Getmans, Persian officials in whom we Tinve conidence, such as the ‘Sheikh of 
Mohimmorah, Haidar Khan of Bender Rig, Governor of Bushire, and Deputy Governor 
of Bander Abbas, are not only not supported, but are harassed and bullied. 
Swedes, who were formerly rouuilly abused because of their insubordination to 
Ministry of the Tutérior, are now the darlings of the Cabinet, because they are openly 
pro-German, whereas Belgians, who are our Allies, are publicly attacked in) the 
‘Modjliss and the press, and are being hounded aut of the country by the systatintic 
hostility of the Governineat. 3 

Prime Ministor endvivoured to defend himself, but, T think, realised that these 
nfortnnate “coincides” made his case & poor one. Hid one remedy for all evils. is 
recall of Ritssian troops, I rapligd that this could not be done now, and added that I 
was inclined to think that, if eartied oat, it would be aecoptod'as a sign of weakness, 
ahd would muke had worse 

(Repeated to Petrograd and Basra.) 


fina) 
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(89318) No, 115. 


Mr. Howard to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rectived April 4.) 
(No. 00.) 
(elegraphic.) Ry Stockholm, April 4, 1915, 

AY télegram No, 58 of 20th March: Persian gendarmerie. 

Note from Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs now received declares that 
accusations against Swedish officers are, according to information received by the 
Swedish Government, without foundation. 

‘Tt states that there are at present in Persia no Swedish officers, either on active or 
reserve) list. In any case Swedish Government could not -give orders to officers in 
Persian service regarding distticts in which they are to serve. . 

However, in order to meot tho wishes of His Majesty's Government, Swedish 


Government hus decided not to permit any officers to return tol Persia to take up * 


sorvice again. Othor Swedes, who are serving in Persia as private individuals, are 
not tinder the orders of the Swedish Government. Nevertheless Swedish Government 
aro ready, if His Majesty's Government wishes, and will guarantee such individuals 
against loss involved in breach of contract, to inform them that it would be opportune 
if they would leave thie service of their own accord, (End of R.) 


(Confidential,) 
‘rom what Minister for Foreign Affairs has said to my French colleague and to 
me, it is evident that Swedish Government are very sore about accusations made 
inst Swedish officers, to whom he had, through officer commanding, given orders to 
closet atrcleaenutraltge tls Hestaald canis shan Goon cthe satlle I eecred ne 
interest of Sweden to keop officers in Persia, he always hoped that they would be able 
to act us w sort of builor hotiween conflicting British and Russian interests there. 
I have replied that, while we appreciated good organising work done, it was not 
possible any longer, in, view of evidence, to eloso eyes to the fact that many of them 
sympathised openly with our enemies, which, considering the known sentiments of 
officers of Swedish army, was not surprising. In these circumstances His Majesty's 


Goverment were, to their regret, compelled to take the eourso they had. 
(Repeated to Petrograd.) 





(41204) No, 116, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received April 8)) 
(No, 161.) 
(Palogenphic.) Tehran, April 8, 1915. 
STOOKHOLM telegram No. 00 of 4th April. ; 
Pollowing serves to show stupidly open espousal of German cause by Swedish 
officers — 
Captain Donate, who was due back hero from leaye in January, instead of coming. 


by direct Russian route, has returned vis Bagdad with the German and Austrian 
Ministers, who are now at Kasr-i-Shirin. 


[41189], No. 117. 


Sir W, Townley (0 Sir Kdward Groy.—(Received April 8.) 
(No, 152.) 
(olegrapbic.) 

MY tolegram No. 114 of 18th Mar 

Latest reports from Kermanshab sre alarming. 

10.0X) Turkish troops ate said to be metincing frontier, whilst loyalty. of Kalhor 
and Kalkan is doubtful. In addition, the fact that German agents have enrolled some 
100 ruflians as guards causes reat uneasiness. Tt ia feare’ that Assembly may not be 
able to control situation. His Majesty's consul hos asked for authority to enrol 
sowars, T have replied that there would be no use in taking such a step, which might 
precipitate crisis suitubleto German plans. T have authorised consul to withdraw to 


Tehran, April 8, 1910, 
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Hamadan if situation becomes critical, taking proper steps for safety or destruction of 
eyphers, Consul asks for Russian troops, which are not available, 

[have informed Minister for Foreign Affairs of situation, His Excellency asserts 
that Turkish Ambassador has) telegraphed to Turkish military authorities that troops 
should not cross the frontier. 

(Repeated to Petrograd and Basra.) 


SSS ee eS 
(41545) No. 118, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 
ss 87.) 
‘Telegray ee R Foreign Office, April 8, 1915, 

PERSIAN Minister has expressed concern of his Covornment that they no longer 
receive friendly support of His Majesty's Government. 

He was informed in reply that best means to secure this would bo for Persian 
Government to give complete effect in practical manner to reqjueats and wishes oF His 
Majesty's Government ss expreased by you. 

(Repeated to Petrograd, No, 517.) 


ee 


141364) No. 119. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Mdward Grey.—(Received April 9.) 
‘No, 153.) 
‘lographic,) Teliran, April’8, W015. 

MY telegram No, 148 of Sth April. 

Moratorium sought by Persian Government is ultimately a suspension of service 
of all British and Russian loans and advances for two yours dating froin Lab August 
last. Moneys encashed on this account by two Governments to ba refunded: in order 
to meet immediate requirements, Mode of eventual ropayinent proposed ia that periods 
of redemption should be prolonged for tivo years. 

JE accepted, this arrangement would free about 1,022,001, for use of Persian 
Government, money coming in in gradual instalments. Riissia’s vhare of thi suin 
would be 739,0001., and Great Britain's 283,0001. 

Moneys that stiould have been. paid to two Governments on decount of this servioe 
froma Ist August last to date, and of wwhicla refund is sought, would amount to 68,0000, 

aid to Great Britain and 19,0001, [ric] and to 18,0007. paid to Russia, and 129,001, 

fue, I aim unaware how much of these monoya have actually been envashed by 
Russia, but moneys paid’ into Imperial Bank of Persia on account of British loans 
amount to 62,4791. 1s, up to 8th March last, on which date ubont 10,000) interest 
remained unpaid, About 10,5001. is due to-day to meet, various services, of which 
southern customs receipts will only bo able to provide about 5,300, 

T haye impressed on Ministor for Foreign Affairs that it is essential that a modua 
vivendé should be found with Belgians that will ensure propor administration of 
finances, and! that there is otherwise small chauoo of proposal receiving. favourable 
consideration. 

Since conversation with Prime Minister on 23rd ultimo, reported in my, telegram: 
No, 128 of 24th March, there have been constant conversations with His) Highness 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs, who have expressed’ keenest desire to reach’ an 
arrangement that would enable Persia to maintain strict neutrality without. losin, 
British good-will, “All hope of reaching wn arrangement was frustrated by reiterawed 
domand for withdrawal of Russian troops from Kuzyin, to which Lrefused to Liston, 
T did not cousequently trouble you with telegraphic reports of these discussions, — 
demand has now been withdrawn, and if it were possible to meet the Ministers on 
finance question it would be, I think, most politic to do so, 

(Repeated to Petrograd, ) 
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[41689] No. 120, 


, Sir WY. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 9.) 
(No. 1640 
(Pelographic.) “R. Tehran, April 9, 1915. 

SIR’ P, COX'S telegram No. 765 2 to Government of India, 

There appear to be signs here that pro-Parkish movement is losing ground: 
Arrival of very influential and important member of the clergy from Kerbela has 
Fesilled in confirmation of runioiirs previously received of Turkish exactions at the 
expense of the Shiah community in Mesopotamia. People aro also beginning to learn 
tho extent of Turkish exactions at Tabriz, Movement on Kermanshah frontier is 
ikely further to check enthusiasm for Turkish-German cause. It was probably really 
this that caused Ambassador to telegraph that Turkish troops should not cross frontiar. 

(Repeated to India and Basra.) 





[41354] Se 


\ Sir Badward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. <8) 
\ (Delewraphie,) Foreign Office, Aprit 10, 1015, 

YOUN iolegram No. 163 of Sth April: Persian moratorium. 

Porsian Government have not, as far ag Lam aware, recalled Governor-General of 
Fars, nor taken steps to check Gor ivity, On. the other hand, they have revoked 
finaneo lavy of Jauza and thus stultified work of Belgion Treasurer-General and officials 
in Finance Department, whom they oppose by all means in their power (see your 
tolegram No, 140 of 30th March). 

fn theso circutatances thore is no guarantee that fusids derived from moratorium 
vould not, ab in the past, be squandered by individual Ministers, or even assigned to 
Siveiliah officars for German propaganda, 

Teaninot, without more convincing arguments, change opinion derived from your 
tulygiam No, 140 that all action should be deferred until after the war, when some 
form of ofticient financial contro! may be imposed on Persia. 

(Repeated to Potrograd, No. 670.) 


(38697) SAE 


Sir Bdword Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 90.) 
(Telographie.) Foreign Office, April 12, 1915, 

SI P, COX'S telegram No, 6600 of 27th March : German agitators. 

Tndid Office onquire whether £ see any objection to Government of India instructing: 
(licir offiears In British sphere to try to urrange, with friendly native help, for! capture 
nnd deportation to Tndia of Germans who may enter our sphere, ‘They add that Soulet 
might bo of use for similar purpose in, Fars, 

‘here are obvious objections to the scheme, which I am unwilling to support. Can 
you suggest any alternative course whick would, without violiting’ Persian neutrality, 
possibly restrict or frustrate activity of German agitators in south of Persia? 


———— 
[49952] No. 123, 

Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdveard Grey—(Received April 14.) 
(No. 45.) 


Sir, Tehran, March 18, 1915, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 36 of the 23rd ultimo, and to my telegram. 
No. 84 of the Ist March, Tnow haye the honour to encloses translation of the Ministerial 
programme presented to the Medjliss on the 25th February, as well as & translation of 
the Bill proposing the abrogation of the Law of Jauza (13th June, 1911), forming 
the subject of Sir G. Barclay’s despatch No. 99, Confidential, of 13th Jane, 1911, 

Tn presenting this measure to the House the Minister of Finance drew attention 
to-the special conditions under which the former Bill was passed by the Medjliss, and. 
the necessity to alter it in conformity with the changed circumstances, 
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Tn practice the present Bill, if passed into law, will entirely abolish Bur 
control over the fluances, and will place tho Minister of nance irvabealute author, 
with all the former possibilities of péculition and tniamanayement by himself and his 


pat 7 i : 
em eR ator astae of which there is no doubt whateyer that ample uso will at once 


Under these: cireunistances, as T'hiave' had’ the’ Honour to 
ne Fefernel to, the Belgian affotals will withdraty from the “tie nye My Russ 
a jee 've'so Tir taken “no action with ‘the ‘Persian Governtment pending 
THieve, We, : 
WALTER TOWNERY, ! 


Enclosure 1 in'No, 123, 
Government Programme presented to the Medjliza, Mebruary 25, 1015, 


APTER a preamble respecting tho uecnsaity for certain reforms; in. the ewrnyiny 


‘out of which the Government looks to the s1 if aah 
the Government is giyen as follows :— pe aeaah a. Us fe ee a a 


{. The-proparition of and prosentition to tho Medjlien of reyull F 
the opening of the Sena and He auikGans ee oe aaa 
ie abolition of the Lavy of the 28rd Javan, nid-tho preiemtalton 8 
tho fundamental administration of the Minstry of tigate ee 

i Tho Ualaneing of the budget aud ite presntation to tho Media, 
= Sie Bills nespetig nerésod events, sine ok Whe aie rly 
5, Proparation ond presentation 6 a Bill rlating to ad internal 
Smillion) of towess wo met tho dott und for urgent expenttare aaa oe 
for the weourty’of the country for which the ordinary fevered do not bulice, 
6. Prosentation of Bill relating to old-age pouvions, 
& Prevention of 1) eating wo reo oxo, 
© preparation of a military force for the preservation of Aeourity. _‘Nhelk 
auonbor-vill bo Hxod ith the eonsurronee of Who Nese ik eonjmredne Ki 
dienes Wp at a ine ie ee Bist, ee Yo the views of the Government, 
vent forces at le CA] i i 
‘Tehran a force of hot 168s than 5,000 et, a see eines Hoke abou ei 


i pase UES of a Bill relating to the fundamental administration of the Ministry 


10, Reform in the recruiting of soldiers 


epoca centres according to the budget 
‘al ; 


r 5 mh of thelaiy concerning the 
and its reform inwecordaneg With the necessities of the tink. 


14. Presentation to the Medj}i il i i ‘ 
ae ah ot a faeees ijliss of a Bill to reforin the central admiiisttition of 


15, Heform of the administration of justice, 


ne ats ‘The eee a of » college to prepare candidates for judical posts uid’ for 


~ 17. Institution of a college fc fs. 
18, Institution of Sls rs ea 
10, Reform of the Ministry of Publié Works aud Conimeree, 


20. Presentation of a law relati i G i 
and ee ean of ala relating to poste hich has th Govern appnovl 


21, Improvement of telegraph lines and the érectién'6f some tow li 
22. Preparation of w téloyraph lay for presentation to the Medjliga 


fiviay 
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Briclosure 2 in No. 123, 
Bilt gubmitted to’ the Medjlisa by the Minister of Finances February 25, 1915. 


[ASTER a preamble oxplaining tho ciroumstinces under which the Taw of Jauzs 
svi passed, and the atgred conditions which necessitate a class 

ee ho Modgliss cancels the Layr of 28rd Jauza, 1229 (A). ‘| 

sr I ialtey of Finance wil execute the Law of 218t fer, 1824, relating 
to public accounts, . , 

ible aecan Ts njator of inane will institute the following System i the 
of Fartce, whieh will be under the dircet orders of the Minister of Manco =~ 


4. Miniator’s Cabinet. 

2) Dopariment of direct and indirect Revenue. 

3, Department of Expenditure, a 

Fete vviment pf the Treasurer-General. ‘his will hve) 99 8 sy the 
ancastineny of the genoral rovenuo of tho Stato in cash and in kinds. the payin ofall 
Pre Sondre, including tho ordinaty and oxtraordinary expendi the fixed 
Sie tt orang fund, by virtub of the cheques of the Miniter of Rinapes: the 
‘COutralisation of all the revenue, and Keeping of proper secounts of all revenue and 
oxponditure, 

5, Department of General Accounts, 

6, Department. of Customs. ee 

8 Departanen puro gato al-claims and complaints regarding Snanees and the 
Crown domains ; ix a. 

va domains ion of « judieial body andor the direct supesvision of the Minister 
of Finance. 


‘Avi Tho Miniater of Finanee will prepare regulations regarding the atteihuies 
of thiose! departments. 


‘Art 5, The chiefs of the departments willbe appointed by the. Minister of 


Finan the Gnaseial agents in the proyinees will be likewise apposed the 


Finan Treanea, aut on io recommendation of thei respective ects, and will 
receive an Tnperial firmans ae 
ye ere otaries of dopariments’ nud) the provincial agents und her 
ompleyéa of tho Minjatry. of Finance, in tho capital and in the, provingse, will be 
srvfomaod by Ministerial order on the recommendation of Chess respective departments. 
RL, 7. ho Minister of Finauee will carry out these articles, 


ee 


(43877) No, 124. 


Nv: Howard to Six Edward Grey~(Received: April 14.) 
No. 48) 
Sin, Stockholm, April 7, 1915. 
WITH reteronep to my, telogram No, 00 of the 4th instant, I haves the bonouk 59 
nolo herewith copy of a uote received ftom Ube Mipistor for Borsign Affure respesting 
She gmoposed svithdraal of Sytedish ofiers serving in the, Persian gewlannes 
cing bus ae yet appeared in the press on the aubjest, and although when the 
sewers published ita certain to cause a. good deal of angiy and indignant commer, 
we Liopad tht in the fico of Uae more important oveuts of the day, it will soon be 
forgotten. ‘ é : 
tan xo, However, to suggest that it would’ be very useful, if yon. think: 6, te 
1 Aen nuteation to the Swedish Government expressing in nulfisiently laudatory 
farms the nppreciition of Hix Majesty's Government of the ‘work of organisation carried 
tty the Swedish aficers in Borsia in what have frequently, Ween most difficult 
ironstone. 
Trould probably be an exellent thing if the Russian Government would join 
His Majesty's Government in such an expression of their sppresiaton 
ave, do. 
ESME HOWARD. 


——— 


nm 


Enclosure in No, 124. 
Swcodish Minister for Foreign Affairs toMy. Howard. 


_M. le Ministro, Stockholm Te 8 ail, 1016, 
TEN spans voto lets, date du 24 mare deriion, concernant, Tattitude do 
quelques ofisiers suddois sppartensot \ la gendarmerie gouremementale on Pore, ja 
Thonneur de vous faire savoir ce qui soit = 


Le Gouvernement britannique se consid@re en possession de preuves que des officers 
-suddois, appartenant & la gendarmerie persane, n’auraient ans Ip. Sud de ln Pero, 
observé Vattitude nentre qui leur synit été strictement imposée par le Gouvernement 
suédois, De'son edté, le Gonvernsment: du Roi ee permet de faire valoir que, diapris 
des rensei pea de foi qui Jui ont été fournis, cette accusation n'est pas. fondée, 
‘Aussi, Ie Gouvernement du Roi s-il ordonné & son Ministre i Loudres de porter oo qui 
précide & la connaissance du Gouvernement, britannique et: de faire thséror, dans. Ia 
presse: anglaise, un déinenti formel—démenti qui, cependant, n'a été\reprodult dans 
‘aucun journal anglais, 
"Le Gouvernement du. Roi, on donnant, dane le, temps gai consntement iN 
Yengagement dans la gondarmorie persne d'in nombre ofoiers aucdois, était 
Jnissé diriger essentielloment dun désir de répondre aux veux exprimds de In part des 
Gouvernements britannique et russe, C'est aussi pour patisfaire aux désirs det mémes 
Gouvernements que le Gouvernement Royal vient de donner ta pormission & quelques 
officiers suddois de rester en service persian. 

Danw votre lettre préeitée vous aver propoad au Gouvortiomont dy Rof de donner 
aux officiers suédois Vinstruction do quitter les districts du Sud do la Perse. 

Or, je mne, permets dattirer votre attention snr ce que, dés & prévent, aucun des 
officers auédois eugagés dans, la jendarmerio persane— tant officiers appartenant & 
Parmée active suddoise quiofiiciers-réservistes—no se trouve eu Perse. 

__ Bit bout. cas, le Gouvernement ‘du Roi ne serait pas X méme dot stator ste 
Vorgunisation intérigure de In gendarmerie, Tl serait, notamment, eoptohé do presetite 
dann, quela districta de Ja Doras lox officers dovraient continuer ou obgsur’ leure 
fonctions. 

Copendant, en vue de répondre, dans li memre du poisible, aux désins du 
Gouvernement britannique, le Gouvernement da Roi a décidy, juequ’a nouvel ordre, de 
ne pas pormettre aux offcigrs de rtouruer en Perse pour y raprenidro Tours soryicds. 

E Quant aux autres Suddois en mzviee pernnn, ls ne sont pas, en qualité de persqnnes 

rivées, sous Tes ordres du Gouvernement, ‘Tontelois, Je Gouvernement du Rot cat 
Bisposd, sile Gouvernement britanniqus le désire ot leur donne les garantios nécaseaires 
contra fos pertes quis pourront oneourir-pan auito de Ia rupture def conbrate, Xporter b 
Tour counaissance qu'il eerait, opportun quiils quittent, de leur propre: aré; lent 
services, 

‘Veuillez, &e. 
KK. WALLENBERG. 





(43948) No: 125. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Iseocivéd April 14.) 


Foreign Office, dpril 14, 1915. 

_ 1 COMMUNICATED conte wr telegram No. 88 of 10d Api to Prinie 
Minister this morning. His Highness expressed his sinoore: rogret that he didnot 
appear to enjoy contd of His Majesty s Government and said ho yeas quite ready 
fa resign, and would [group undeeypherable) to his utmost a ney’ Cabinet enjoyin 
conlidence of His Majosty’s Government if he could by doing so win for Persia Bai 
assistance. 

He said that he hoped that situation would ouablo inn if he remained in fice 
to convince His Majesty's Government of his good intentions, ad he bogged vo point 
ut again Persian Government lins no desire to get rid of Belgians and its eole object 
of now legislation is to secure fuller control and. better spending of nevenue, Hig 
Highness may be somewhat of x visionary, but I huye conlidenco in the sincsrity of 
his intentions. 


pie ee SS 
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[44068] i No, 126, 


Sin W. Townley to Sir Baward Grey—(Received April 14:) 

No, 158.) 
(elegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram No, 10.of 12th April 

Tam strongly of opinion that capture and deportation of German agitators by 
frindly natives would have precisely opposite effect to the one desired. Tt would 
Serve ‘to imfame feelings of public against us. There aré sigms that German 
propaganda is losing ground under influence exerted from here, and I think that if 
rented with contempt it would die a natunil death. It seems unlikely that Germans 
‘will openly venture into whatisa strictly British sphere. Atprescnt moment it appears 
to me @ssential to await developments, © Government is certainly’ endeavouring to 
Buide public opinion in a sense more favourable to us, and’ both Works and Germans 
re playing into their hands. Any act of violence would militate against oreation of 
ottor feeling, 


Tohran, April 14,1915. 


(Very Confidential.) 

Océupition of Kast-i-Shirin by ‘urks may entitely change situation, 1 saw 
Prime Minister this morning. Cabinet is now discussing quéstion, and it is by no 
mens improbable that Goyermment will adopt attitude that will provoke Tnrkey into 
declaring wat. Persia may even declare war herself, and_would probably do so if it 
were felt that financial aud material support of Great Britain ond Ruséia could be 
counted on. 

Unprovoked violation of Porsian torritory without excuse of presence in digtriot 
of cither British or Russian troops has aroused great indignation in Cabinet, 





(44068) No. 


Sir Bdwayd Grey to Mr. Marting. 
(No, 112.) 
'Pelegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 16, 1915, 
LW. ‘TOWNLEY 'S telegram No, 158 of 14th April: Persia's attitude. 

If possibility foreshadowed im penultimate paragraph were to become a reality 
Persia conld certainly comt on support of His Majesty's Government both finanoially: 
nd) so fut ns the military situation rendeted it possible, materially, 

Nou might let Prime Minister know confidentially that above is your private 
opinion. 

(Repeated to Petrograd, No. 620.) 





(41914) No, 128. 


Sir Edward Grey (0 Mr. Howard. 
(No, 186,), 
(WVelegraphic.) Ry Foreign Office, Aprit 16, 1915, 
(OUR telograin No. 90 of 4th Ay til: Swedes in Persia. 

You should express to Swedish Minister ‘for Vorsign Affairs cordial appreciation 
of His Mojesty’s Government at his Pxcellency's willingness to give effect, 60 far as 
ies in his power, to their’ wishes. 4 

His Majesty's Government, for their part, will be prepared to guarante such 
officers against ‘reasouable loss from breach’ of contract, provided thoy resign Uieir 
‘appointments and leave Persia without delay. 

You 'sliould at tho dame time thank his Exeelleney for the friendly sentiments 
which have wimatec the Swedish Government on the subject ever since the officars. 
first went to Porsin: 

(Repeated to Petrograd, No. 629, and Tehran, No, 93.) 


——————————— 


73 


(48239) Noi 129, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Si¥ G. Buchanan, 
(No. 700.) ¥ 
(Telegraphic.) Frorsign Office, April 28, 1915. 
N spleea No. 163 of 22nd) April: Persian situation. eS 

Situation, clearly” required [Pioiipt and energetic action in view of inctased 
German activity and capture of Kermanshah, 

Tn these cirenmstauces T hope’earnestly that Russian Miniater for Foreign Affairs 
will agree to formation-of Cabinet under Ain-ed-Dowleh, 

T should haye preferred to await new Russian Minister's arrival at ‘Tehran hefore 
raising question if time had not been a consideration, 


(Confidential.) 
ICME Suzanot is unwilling to agreo to proposed Cabinet ae a permanent measure, 

you should urge him to aecept it at least as a temporary expedient, : 
(Repeated to Tohran, No. 97.) 





(48859) No, 130: 


Sit Kwara Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 706.) 
(Teloggra i Foreign Office, April 24, 1915, 

TEHRAN telegram No. 160 of 23rd April, ropented to you. 

Tam quite m fayour of our tivo representatives urging the Sppointient of a utrong 
Cabinet, and I do not wish to raise any objections to any individuals, In the present 
critical situation at Tebran I trust that Minister for Noreign Affairs will take a similar 
course. 

Th regard to despatch of Russian troops, T would raise no objection to Yome boini, 
sent to Kazvin if the situation urgently called for such a measure, but we might very 
Iikely play straight into the hands of our enemies were Russian troops to proceed to 
the capital, unless the Persian Government themselves called for their assistance. 
T would therefore deprecate such & measure unless their presences was absolutely 
required. for the protection of tho lives. ant! propurtios Ot" tho, Legation and 
foreigners. 

should be the aim of the Allies to do nothing whieh’ should appear to ho a 
violation of Persian sioutrality or which would give. encouragement ta, our iMl-vishors 
in Persia to throw that country on tho side‘of thé Turks, ‘he litter are. prictioally 
invading Persia, and if the new Persian Governmiont, are ready to regard this as 
hostile act and come out on oir side-we should he glad to welcome) them wud give 
thom all the support in our power, Their material aid would be valueless, but the 
moral effect of a Moslem Power coming ont inst the Turks would be great 
throughout the Moslem world. It would then be most unfortunate if any: step on our 
part were to reverse the situation and force Persia to side with tho Turks and 
against us, ‘The effect in that event would have the most far-reaching and serious 
consequences throughout. all ouir Moslem subjects, and would, furthor, bo a great 
embarrassment both to Russia and ourselves. . 

T would therefore suggest that wo should, if the new Cabinet comes into ollice, 
afford it all the assistance that we can, but, if possible, refrain from any military 
movements whatever unless the situation imperatively called for them, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 98.) 





(49554) No, 131, 


‘Sir G. Buchinon to Sir Bdvoard Grey.-(Receicod April 25,) 
(No. 574.) 
(Telegraphie.) Petrograd, Aprit 2, WB, 
TEHRAN telegrams No. 166 of 22nd April and No, 6)of 16th Rebruary, und 
Your telegrams No, 70) of 23rd April and No, 706 of 24th April, 
Minister for Voreigu Affairs will, like you, raise no objection to any individuals 
ferery} U 
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provided strong Cabinet can be formed, but he would much prefer Sand to 
‘Ain-oi-Dovleh, : is 

AS regards despatch of troops sither to Kazvin or Tehran, his Excellency said 
that he would havo to exainine whole question in conjunction with military authorities. 
He ib not personally in favour of sending troops to latter place, more especially as he 
oes not believe there are suficient number of troops available to be of any real nse, 
As regards what you say about our giving Porsians all support in our power should 
they come out on our side, he did not quite see what material support we conld give 
them against a Turkish invasion. 





(60142) No. 182, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Groy—(Received Aprit 20.) 


Qo, 50) : 
in, Tehron, March 31, 1910, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 41 of the xt instant, I haye the honour to 
forward herowith translation of a further note which I have received from the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs on the subjeot of the German subjects deported from Mohiammera), 
to which I have returned no answer. 
Thave, &o, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No, 132. 


Note communicated to Sir W, Townley by the Persian Government. 


(‘ranstation.) ‘Lehiran, Mareh 20, 1915. 
IN view of the authentic reports received by the Foreign Office, I have to point 
out to your Excellency, in pursuance of my note of the 20ti Kebruary last, the 
Jnmentable impression made on my Government by the sequestration of the properties 
of Herr Hola at: Mobaimmerahy, and those of Herr Helmlich at \hwaz, and am bound 
to renew my protest agatust the repetition of such actions on the part of a triendly 
Power nud neighbour in time of peace anil in a noutral country; I have at the same 
to romind your Excellonoy that such measures amount to a breach of Persia's 
neutrality, dud will cause her both moral aud material damage, the responsibility. for 
y of the brewch, 
ill, L request you nut to allow 
Government ought to have 
geil, nd to send peremptory 
Orders tothe south for the restoration of the ubove-mentioned properties to the Persian 
autliorities at Mohimnierat and Ahwaz, 
Ayyaiting @ satisfactory reply. 
T avail, &o, 
MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM GHAYPARI, 





(60145) No, 133, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Recotved April 26.) 


Tehran, March 24, 1915. 

AS [had the hononr to report to you in my telegram No, 128 of to-day's date, 
my Russian colleague and Chad an interesting conversation with the Prime Minister 
yesterday evening, at the latter's request, [ was in no. way anticipating such a 
conversation when, in the course of a formal visit of New Year congratulations, 
Mushir-ed-Dowlch expressed a desire to talk to me.on political affairs, Treplied that £ 
was quite willing to do so, but as there were sure to be constant interruptions during 
ths two hours he had fixed for his official reception, 1 suggested that T should return at 
8 o'clock. 

His Highness answered that the lioor named would suit him adimirably, and was 
capeclally well chosen, as the Russian Minister bad announced that he would call at 
that hotir, and he would much like to discuss the situation with us both. 


73 


Lncooridingly returned to Mush 

by Mr. Churchill, who had beew paying 
Korsstovots arrived, with three mem 

_ The Prime Minister, after askin, 

in such numbers, almost imi 

sitantion, His High 


8 Peat, accompanied 
me, Soon: afterwards 


1. She can side with the Allies, 
She can join the Turks and Germans. 
8. She can maintain her neutrality, 


‘The first, alternative Mushir-ed-Dowleli brushed on’ one aide iu a few wor 
impossible, because no Cabinet could obtain the sanction of the National aeoreaa 
the people to a war against 6 Mussulman State, ‘Tho Goveriment, sould ndopt the 
Ties Ul cuures, he said, but he hud no desro to do ao, breans it would ‘bo repugeant to 
him to enter upon hostilities with the two ueighhouriag: comtiiey, who wcrc ited te 
Rersin by ties of secular friendship, ‘Tho Cabinet: would mile profie toroontin te 
maintain that noutrality which Persia had publioly deolined from the wary, oonimdn 
aon Be Ce ya ies liste ea ‘Turkey and the Allies, but todo so Porbia 

@ nssistance of the tivo nei i “ 
foal iusto ighbouring Powers, to whor he looked confidently 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh.coutinied that tho gravest misgiving liad ‘been aroused in the 
j public by the newa that some 700 fresh Russian troops had been 
landed at Enzoli, with guns'and ammunition, and that-forta were boing construgted at 
Enzli, It was aleo stated that the nm iber off Russian troops at Ardebil, had boun 
lately inereased to 1,700 men, A conviction waa guining ground that thé Russians 
intended: to occupy Tehran. Such movements of troops were most unfortunate at the 
Peat moment and made ityery avd for the Goyerninent. fo carry ont theit neutrality 
policy, wheu the people saw a public breach of it in the landing of feuh Russia troops 
Ata time when there was perfect tranguillity at: Kanvin. tit: Tehran, and there, was 
nothing in the political situation to justify; such a step. He expressed un carioat lope 


that the Russian Minister woitld lose no time. i i 
Se rar ana imo in taking the necessary atepa:to put a 


‘Dhen all the 
rosence there waa a 
almost to va 


quite vendy to 
nit Lo Petrograd, und asked mo it I should 


Dan nretie and, if T did so, if F should wupport the 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh indigountly denied that he ha 


id spoken in consequenos of 
hen) from one or other of the legatious hostile to the 7alie, He ena “that 


is roposals hed been prompted by a knowledze tat the publio was genuine! 

alarmed, and by a desire to find somo way out of te present, setious itiation selioh 
threatened to enarate into something worse, unless it were Grand possible to take a 
stop which would, he felt convinced, not only valm the anxiety of the: people, but 
cause ‘them to change their attitude so entirely: that ithe German agitators, of- 
whom complaint bad been made, would find no listeners, He thanked M, ‘orostoysstz: 


for his assurance that the men landed at Bnzali wore merely iuteniled to replace the 


regular troops now stationed at Kazvin, but although hu entively belioved that tho new: 
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mon wete simply to take the place of the old ones, and were of smaller military-value, 
hie could gee ino reason why there should be Russian troops at Kazvin of Ardebil-aud 
he asked that they might be withdraiyn. - 

Chere intervened in the conversation, I first replied to my Russian colleague's 
question as to whether T would support the request of the Persian Government for 
the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Kazvin, by ssying that I could hardly do 
80 tithe fice of the fict that Thad already telegeaphed to vou two days previously 
tliat) he, the French Minister, the Belgian Minister, and myself lid agrecd on 
Saturday that under the conditions prevailing in Persia at the present moment it 
Appeared tous that the Russian garrison should be ihereased rather thon withdrawn, 
Was still of the samo opinion, 

T theo turned to the Prime Minister, and said that I:did not believe the 
Uneasiness now existing in Persia to he due to the presence of Russian troops at 
Kxyzvin or Ardebil, nor to the fact that fresh troops had recently been disembarked at 
Engeli to replace those now at Kazvin and the other places mentioned. I expressed 
it as my firm conviction that all the trouble was due to the untiring efforts of German 
agitators, who sought unceasingly to take advantage of the natural religious affinity 
‘hetween the Persians and the Turks to excite the people agninst us. It was no 
surprise to us, T continued, that these German agitators: called thanselves Mussulmans, 
as I had reason to know that many of them did, but surely Versiuns could not be 
taken in by stich a transparent dodge ‘to cuyy popular favour. Persia as such was 
nob of the smallest moment to the Germans, who merely sought to create trouble for 
usand the Russians, and who hoped that, by setting Persia and Afvhonistan in ao 
laze, adiversion would be created to our disadvantage, whereby the Able defeat 
of Germany would be postponed a little longer. 

Wa, were well aiarl of their pling, and it really seemed as if Persian Statesmen 
wore willully shuttiog their eyes to a situation that was intended to lead to an incident 
that would force Persin into the war against her will, or at the bidding of the 
unénlightouied populace who did not realise that such w catastrophe would spel ersia’s 
eventual ruin, Tcould not, 1 continued, hold the Persian Government blameless for 
what hud occurred, wis ocourring, and would oecur, unléss they opened their eyes to the 
trig state of afluirs, All the responsible Ministers of the last and the present Cabinet 
Id been warnud of the coming of the German peti. Thad pointed out that Messrs, 
Wassinuss aiid Shunemann were on the western frontier, and wore openly intriguing 
With ‘tho loyal tribesmen in on endeavour to win them over to « di rd of the 
Shul’s declaration of neutrality. Ibid shown that the Vali of Pushti-Kub had been 
nought, and that Wassmiss hud been’ passed into” the south of Persia via 
Shuster with a celerity. that, engendered a) sugpicion in ous mind respecting 
the genuineness of Bulhtiart friendship, ‘The Government had done ibsolttely 
nothing to check this movement, so miich so that it was but natural that the waverers, 
suing that’ the Government took no step to remind them of their duty, tork it co 
mean that theit siding with the Turks or joining the “Jilind” would te 
approved at Tehran, Thad reason to believe that the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh was only 
‘awaiting a sign froin the central authorities to break away from the ‘Turks, but no sign 
had been given, usfar as 1 Was aware, and if one hud been given, it was of such an 
anodyne nature that the Vali had been unable to understimd its true meaning. 

The Priml Minister here interjestad that categorical orders would at once be sent 
to the Vali. 

The Sheikh of Mohammerah, who slove had done his duty by this Government, 
aud had endéavoured to defend Persia's neutrality, had been blamed rather than praised, 
as he deserved. 

‘Tn, spite of the fact that Shunemann and others hud shown theinselves to: be 
troublery of the’ public order, the Government bad taken no steps to prevent their 
coming into Persia, ‘The elfect of their coming soon made itself felt.  Wassinuss’ 
meteorid dash from Shuster by way of Ram Hormuz and Behbohon to the neigh- 
hourhood of Bunder Rig, hid been marked by halts at the chief places on the raid to 
prowch the " Holy Wa 

Tiven during his hasty flight from the last place mentioned toShiraz, le bad fund 
time, under gendarmerie protection, tovpreach a holy campaign against the “hated 
British at-Boragjun aud Kozerun, His artival’at Shiraz had been the signal for the 
outbreak of didordérs there, ‘The Persian Government and the Governor-General had 
done nothing fo put an end to this agitation, but rather, [ was assured, thot 
Miukliberes-Sultaneh lad! pit himself at the head of the movement, saw Hérr 
Wassinvias continially, and wad surrouided by all the leading local firebrands und 
agitators, 


ue 

_ Could his Highness wonder, T abled, thatthe British: wuthoritiés: in) Rersiir ware 
bogianing to exprese doubts as tothe genuinendis of Retin aasurnnces of good-will 
in’ the face ‘of the apparent reluctance” of the Government: to-(take the necessaiy, 
stiergetis steps to oblige’ Persian officials andethe foreign -and ‘native officers: of! thy 
hos to do'all in ‘their power'to’ put a‘stop’to the agitation. “The attitude of 

fukhber-esSiiltanch Arid the gendarmicric’ officers had’ béen such’ thatithb\people had 
naturally. concluded that the Government secretly supported a movement’ openly’ 
Girdoted against us, ‘Encouraged ‘by a Swedish officer and) also, byoPérsiut wtticers 
of the vendarmerie, Gertam’ disaffected ‘chiefs were niuking, preparations) tolmarély oi 
Bushire, “Hig Majesty's Consular offiosrs'at; that port cousidered the presence f the 
gendarmerie on thé voad’ between Daliki and Bushire such a amenaee to the pablic 
order thit they had ‘annotineéd that) if they were not withdrawn, it would be necessary: 
to land Britisti troops at Bishire to’ profést our interests, © 1 2) f AP atta yi 

_, L had been instrnoted to represent that it would! be’ desirable to: recall’ Mulshbers 
es-Sultaneh’ and to’ withdraw the Swedish’ officers from’ Fars, and ‘also varty out tlie, 
drangement made long ago witht the competent authorities, tinder -whiich the gendarmes 
were to have been withdrawn from the DalikitBushire'seotion of the youd; and their 
place taken by local tufaugehis, under the supervision of the Governor of the Gulf ports: 

What was his Highness’s answer to this request? ‘That nothing could’’be. dose 
‘unless the Russian Het werd! withdrawn fiom “Kuzvin and Ardebi). Tt was /olivious. 
thatysuich a’ request could not be'presséd ult the present’monient, Could\his gules, 
asked, give ie a forinal’ fissurance that he* would recall Mukhber-euSultanth, 
withdraWw the Swedish offcors from Firs, and take the neceaairy efiergetibiateps! to put 
fa stop (o the Gerniin ‘apitatios, even expelling the’ agitators from, the. country: if 
necessity, in the event of the Russidt: troops being withdrawn ' 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh declined to such an assurance, Fy repeated that as Jong 
a8 foreign troops rémainéd ‘on Persiati soil)’in plaves other hin those which might be: 
considered as theatres uf war, his hands were tied, and he could do’ hothing, “Al he 
{woilld undertake to doin thi event of the foreign’ troops baile withdriwa would be 
to send categorical instructions to Mukhber-ed-Sultineh dnd the Swedish oflcdea, “TE 
these instructions were nob obeyed, as he wad’ convinced they would be, he would then 
consider the advisability of taking moro drastic measures, Respocting- the German 
agitators, ho would nob say more than that he would make energotio representations 
to the German Legation, and that he felt'suré that their-ugitation would fall to the 
ground if the foreign troops were withdrawn from Persian soil, 

T pointed out to his ‘Highness that thélaptitude hé was adopting was of nating, ty 
create serious doubts in the mind of His Majesty's Governmént.as to Persia’s sinverity, 
and might even estrange the sympathies of ber friendsin Englaid, [called hixattention 
to the fnot that he lad practically confeaséd that he Td niot’seht thuttuotiona’ to 
Mukhber-es-Sultaneh to keop the peace, when he had been warned of the pxtreiie 
gravity of the sithation ‘at Shiraz, : . i 

ig Highness assertéd that he bid sont specific instructions upon’ thit. ovchsion, 
but that he had meant fuller and more eategorical instructions, as to how he should 
deal with the whole situation. a : 

Mr. Churchill and M. Eyvrainow, the ‘Russitn Oriemtyl Seorstiiryy who Was alko 
present, were much struck with Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s firmness of attitude and/with the 
almost menacing tone in whioh ie spoke at-times,— ‘They. agreed that they bad never 
seen a Persian statesinan adopt such an attitude, and that it seemed to betoken the 
fact. that, he was conssious that he could rely on the support of two powerful legations 
in the policy he udvocated, 

L hive, ke. 


WALTER TOWNLEY, 


(60941) No. 134, 





Mr, Marling to Sir Edwurd Grey.—(Received April 27.) 


ibaa 
4 Tehran, April 27, 1915. 
MY telegram No. 169 oF 24th ‘Apiil, hers Ls ay 
Even with energetic support of two legations Sand-ed-Dowlehi has! beet unable'to 
Jorni Cubitiet, as iuential mén, sd necessary: to, deal'with situation, who had assured 
us of their co-operntion with liim have feaYod to face. universal detestitian iniwhiokt 
heis held. Even Ain-ed-Dowleh and the Shah pnt difficulties in his way. In these 


fia] X 








éiroumstances, and in view of urgent necessity for introducing 4 measure to stop ran 
on. the Imperial Bank of Persia, and impending arrival of German Minister with large 
following of sgitators, Russion Ohargé d’Affaires and I decided that a strong Cabinet 
must be formed at once, and agréed to drop Saad in favour of Ain-ed-Dowlel, who for 


tho moment enjoys confidence of the Medjliss, We were réceived by the Shah yesterday 
morning, and informed His Majesty that, in deference to his wishes, we should co 


operate, and Ain-ed-Dowleh received his firman of appointment a couple of 





‘He has taken steps to pass law suspending payment in cash by bank, and Medjliss 
Proclamation shoald appear to-morrow. 

Ainced-Dowleh is confident thet he ean maintain order in spite of the German 
afforts to take advantage of excitement likely to ensue from financial crisi 
‘Tehran hns been very panicky the last few days, and members of tho Turkish Embassy 
have beon for safety to tho United States Legation, and the town believes that German 
Chatgé d’Affsires slept there on 24th April. 

Vigorous united action of the two legations has produced an excellent effect, and 
T think we shall havo as strong a Government as Persia can produce, while even Medjliss 
seems to comprehend necessity for enforcing Persin’s neutrality. 


is supporting him loyally. 





Tt is, on the other hand, unfortunate that accession to power of Ain-ed-Dowleh 
triumph. for British as against 

wed in Petrograd. 
in, Saad-od-Dowlch’s appointment 
We ware indeod 

ia and. personal 


Dowloh is already looked on 
ad T fear it) will he similar} 
convineod that, without Russian troops from Kaz 
could not have beon brought about, and, moreover, time was wanting. 
overloaded with the combined woight of Persian hatred of Ri 
unpopularity; of Saad-ed-Dowleh, ad 

We have induced Farman Farma to join Cabinet, and though I think it wiser not 
d-Dawlch by forcing aiy particular Minister on him, 1 have let 
iiclusion of Vossuk-ed-Dowleh might be politic. 
tivo would give Russian complexion to the Onbinot. 

(Bent to Petrograd, India, and Basra.) 


instead of Soad-ed- 
Russian influence 





Inclusion of these 





















Sir Biteard Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 





Foreign Office, April 29, 1915, 
Mr. MARLING'S telogea P. 
‘Phe situation apps 
and British 
Foreign Aftains 





No, 170'of 27th Apr 
eon handled moat judiciously by conoosted 
resentatives, and T hope warnestly that Russian Minist, 
ill realis that our one.wish is to seoure a satisfactory situation at 
and that in these circiimstoncss his Excollonay will nob press Saatl-od-Dowleb’s 
candidature any further: 

The more our two Togations are left tree ti gottle local questions together in 
accordance with their wppreciation of local situation the botter. 

















Mr. Murling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 2.) 





Tehvon, May 1, 1915, 
h April, and India telegra 
inaterfally altered hy substitution of Ain-ed-Dowleh 


for a Mushir-ed-Dowleh Cabinet; 


Present Goyernines 





understands, I think, that, whatever value 
may haye for us, it is vital for her, and 1 believe tley will prove vw 
end it without tuking imposible deinands indulged in by their 
For instance, though they might as a matter of form demand recall of Russian troo 
from Kazyin, L believe in secrot they wonld be sory to, succeed. So far T am entirely 
satiated with thoir action in reply to my representations, and I i 

ly anxious to work with us, ‘Chey hayo at all events acted with energy in 
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Impérial Bank of Persia question, and they are consequently régat i 
wast Govern anager yen cia 
Baws Been the meats, in eyes of Persia, of bringing Ain-ed-Dowleh into offic, and 
Peng? aot support him he will not be whle to resist Tureo-German,prossure, aut 
Sense aMlsirs will again be allowodl to:drift as under Mushiv-ed.Dowletrs Cebinat 
apport he requires, is of course financial, but I have held out no: hoes ot iva 


Fee ant unless and until we have satisfactory evidence: that his Administration 


I is of course, for. His Majesty's Government. to decide what, value Persian 


neutrality hins for ns, but it appears to me. that stron; ‘ition achi 
s for ns, hieved by 
oven hry inlet fw age shoud pve yo ae ee ea nee 
fueasure of financial support, enable us to maintain that: neutrality, while, tf ee rotun, 
ona, that position would be worse than thrown away, ee 
i have told Ain-ed-Dowleh that, any suppor’ His Majesty's 
{esi to give wil only bo for immediate nes av our hands hr tn fll osc ee 
, and mong; i 
Goes Beate of course be doled out and stopped should Persian 
at glad to know if I'may conti ions i 
out from Persian Government what their See Beare aiansiaed Se 
Russian Minister arrives to-morrow, 
(Sent to India, Petrograd, and Basra.) 


ee 


(64370) No. 137, 


0, ies Mv. Marling to Sir Eaioard Grey.—(Received May 41) 


Telegraphic.) 1 
ki Sclegeam No. 109 of 24th Ap cies Ae 
Situation hore is not improving. Medjliss, which joyfully. accepted \Anwed- 

fo escape from Suad showing itslt hovtle aad eal ork wise tatotice 

ussin is being, ustively worked by Germans and agitators, are ‘disegntonted and 
angry with Cabinet, which they ure being taugbt to think freed on then by Russe 
and England, German Minister is trying to enlist men by beibory, and has inveotued 
© considerable quautity of arms, Legislation passed to relieve Impérial. Bonk of Persia 
hit had no effect to reassure the public, and its notes ars now thoroighly dsorodi¢od, 
anid only accepted by speoulators at.a considerable discount, Runs have: bute acer 
on bank at moat of its provincial branches. We are urging Government to tokens 
ensures to stop German intrigues. Tt is pretty evident that Governinut, will not 
succeed in dealing with situation unless it ean ootat ujou hstesinl supports and T gen 
lad to learn fro Russian Minar tht orders have Dron seat to Mitta sentra 

; asian Minister is colegraphing to Russian Goydrnment to baat 
despatch 16,000 troops, in the ungenoy of avhioh Frenoh Minster aia 
(Sout to Tndia, Basra, and etepad Sees Panes 






































[63183] No. 138, 


ixerao7) Sir Edward Grey to. Mr. Marling, 


(Tel 









i to afford! to 
By view that 
sense of penultimate paragraph with i Lie Majesty 
ae Se ea ae eae without,’ of course, committing Hix Majesty's 
support. 

(Repeated to Potrograd, No. 793:) 

















| Peas SSS 
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[54870] No. 139. 
f Sir Edvard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


(No, 8172) : 
(Tolegrap 4 Foreign! Office, May 5, 1915, 
gis) telegram No. 180 of 4th May: Situation in Persia, shore 5 
While T realise thst local situation can best be gauged by aur respective: Ministers: 
‘ab Tehrani, T hope that: Russian Minister for Roreign “Affairs” will! keep. me informed of 
fy ipending degpatsh of troop 9 Persia before their actual arrival there: 
(Repeated to Tehran, No, 109.) 





(57023) _ No. 0. 


Mr. Marling to Six Rdward Grey.—(Received Moy 8.) 


Tehran, May 8, 1915. 
. 180 of 4th May. Gi 
forms imo despatch “ot troops is very doubtful, as Viceroy 
of Caucasus has expressed himself unable to spare an} 

Position here, wlvays precarious, thus becomes critical. Germans, by further 
oxponditure, by playing on, Persian projudices, viz., hatred of Russia, mistrust of 

Malves. and Talamic. gontiments, &c., by lying reports of German aad. Turkish 

tories, and by exploiting difficulties of Imperial Bank of Persia, have entirely 

tivated publié opinion in the’ capital. In fuct, press, Parliament, [? everybody] are 
with thom, ‘They possess arms and are enlisting recruits, fa 

Th Shiraz, Ispahon, Hainadan, Sultanubad, and Kermanshah same. conditions 
preyail indifferent degrees. 

‘All thetr preparations point to concerted ‘plan Yo attack us, and Dexpect attempt 
will not, be long deferred.  Ministets, though we have mado them’ understand what 
Tltimate result. for Persia will be, are thomselves somewhat impressed by German 
fiction, and they are nnduestionably afraid to act against very powerful pro-Germiin 


Seitinents of Tehran. Moreover, they have no force to rely on except police, aud are 


prictically powerless. y (ea 

Tussah, French; and Belgian Ministers agree With me thist immediate despatch of 
troops to Enweli is tho only éliance of zéstoring situation, and if may even now! be 
too late, ad Gariians, ‘consetous thatcause in, Extrope is Tost, will Stop. at nothings 
What fomn’attick will take T cinnot say, Germans are $o"comipletély masters: of 
tho situation here that violence is wnnecessary, but it may be different in the pro- 
vinees, 

(Gont to Indig, Petrograd Basra, Bushiro; Shira, and Tspshan.) 





(57023) No. 141, 
Sir Bdward Grey (o Mv, Marling 


‘Tsleyraphie.) i 
‘OUI telegram No, 183 of th May Persian. i 

‘Ane troops dasired, to be at, Bnzeli in order to he in readiness’ to proteot Allied 
Jegations and their subjeota, or. do. you think that despateh of troops to Buzeli would 
dyorawe the Persians and thereby create a diversion in or favour and. istablish a 
situation favourable to Allied cause t, If the first consideration is that whieh you have 


ne 112.) iy 


Foreign Office, May 10, 1915. 
tion in Persia. 


fic_mind, L would strongly urge. Russian Government to lose tio, time in déspatching 
fovee; but if the second cousideration is that. which. you and your colleagues have 
ihiefly in view, I would like your opinion ag to, whether in that case dlespateli of troops 
night. not have an effect contrary to that. which is desired, and: precipitate, Persian 
Goverment into decluring themselves openty-on side of our cnemies. 1 know yin sre 
‘well wware hov essential it is that no step should be taken by the Allies which would 
wes the aluhtentjustiGeation to Persia to declare herself against us, and it isa point 
to be kept constantly in view. 
(Repeated to Petrograd, No. 852.) 





81 
(59094) No, 142, 


Mr. Moy ling to Sir Edie (Received, May 12, 
Misses 7G ard Grey. —{Received Muy 12.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram No. 112 of 10th May. 

I do not consider that we are in’ any personal danger, bub, consideriug what 
German methods are, there is always possibility of an attempt at violence, 

‘There was some little danger a week or 60 ago owing to intense nervousness in the 
tow bat Sh re now calmer. 

ur object in requesting despatch of troops to Knzeli and Resht ia as follows: 
We have succeeded in bringing: ANGER Ian i taal support, is probably 
capable of dealing with the situation, that is to say, of maintaining Persian neutrality 
and frustrating German und Turkish efforts to push her into abandoning it, but 
Ministry has no strength of its own and we have to find it for them, It must, be 
reujembered that, CEH for arrest of German consul, we have taken no steps in reply 
to German activities all over the country, and appearance of Russian troops ia can 
to show that our patience has its limits, that we have means to support Ministry who 
will act firmly in interests of neutrality, and they can ‘count upon oun sipport 
__ Troops need not come to Tebran; 2,000 or 3,000 should be landed at Bnveli, aud 
Kaxvin could be slightly reinforced thence. 

Tain convinced that appearance of troops will not provoke Pérsinn Guyetnment to 
abandon its neutrality, No Persian wishvs that event, but Persia might be jockeyed 
into it unless we sho unmistakably that we are in earnest. 

_ Simultanedus reinforcements of our detachment at Bushire ndyocared by 
Major Trevor would contribute to produce that good effect. 


Tehran, May 12, 1916, 





[59084] No. 143, 


( Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(Dele; Foreign Offi 
1 for Porsin, 


61498) No, 144, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Hdward Grey, —(Reovive us) 
ment rp —{Recvived May 17.) 
(Telegraphic) 

MY telegram No, 183 of 8th May, 

During the last week there has been & very marked improvement inthe: situation, 
and Russia’ Minister and I think that, provided wercan give reasonable support to the 
Government, they will succeed in nmiaintuining their neutrality nd independence: in 
spite of Turco-German activities. 

_ We suw Prime Minister on 19th May und said that we wished to discuss the 
situation with him, and especially the best manner of co-operation, We knew that 
the Persian Government required money, but it would be useless for Porsian 
Government at this mowent to expect that the two Governments would discuss large 
measures of financial reorganisation, and we could not hold out hopes of anything more 
than moderate advances from time to time to tide over period of war. But we must 
have something ded submit to oir Governments, and we should like to have ag.» 
guide 4 statement in writing showing whit would be requireda month, 

His Higliness said he quite understood ; he hud already done by his own methods 
onl prove CAN ns said A) Ve ae Ue Topell that a) small wun 
could be found which was required for unent expenses, and I said, with  Kussian 
‘Minister's concurrence, that Imperial Bank of Persia was willing to find 60 [sie] tomans 


u7ig] y 


Tehran, May 16, 1915, 
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desired, His Highness gontinued that lis wished to work on. those lines, and that he 
cand be allowed to work his own way, aud if'we were satisGed with results we should 
gpatinue to give support—i system, in fact, of paymont by resulta, so to epenk. His 
Hightiees soeins to be very confident of being able to master situation, and he lias some 
Hope sf indosing Medjlise to grant bin fall powers or possibly to adjourn for a long, 
holid 

Te vill tot, 1 feat, be possible to re-eotablish general control over Persian finances 
tihat was done away with shen law, of Jou wap repedleds at all events, it as pretty 
tustain that new Beane law now being discusied by the Medjliss will not provide for 
aay real safeguard,” ‘But I think that we.ean keep control over expenditure of any 
Tones which the to Governments may gree to make and ensure that they are 
Applied to the object ‘wo have in view. viz, the maintenance of Persion weutralty, 

Ee iian Government bave not yet furnished statement mentioned in paragraph 2 

-of above. 

(Bent to India, Petrograd, and Basra.) 





(61498) No, 145. 

Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanar, 
(No, 929, 
(Wélographis,) Rorcign Office, May 18, 1915. 

Niet MARUING’S telegrams Nos, 185 and 186 of 16th May Situation in Persia. 

Takare entirely view of Mr. Marling and his Russian colleague, that despatch of 
two divisions of Ritasian troops would. go 90 far beyond the needs of the situntion as 
{yerente fresh dangers both theirnumbors and thoir mission would react unfayous 
bly on Porsian opinion, On.the other bond, if Tussian Government can keep 2,000 
Gr 3,000 men in readiness at Baku for short time it might serve useful purpose. 

Tama quite ready to give all possiblo financial support to present. Version Cabinet, 
on reouipt of Primo Minister's statement; and Tam also prepared, as M. Sazonot 
saraauste, to place His Majesty's Ministor in a position to counteract German activity 
by judicious outlay, if Russian Government concur. 

‘You should inform Russian Minister for Foreign. Affairs accordingly. 

(Ropeated to ‘Tehran, No, 114)) 


Suoreti) 





(62555) No. 16, 


India View to Poreign Offiee.—(Reesioed May 19.) 


Sir, Tridia Ofiew, May 18, 1915. 

1 AN ativoted by the Secretary of Stato for India to transmit to. you, for the 
information of the Secretary; of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of cortain papers on 
the subject offassinxiamoes to the Sheikh of Mohammarah, 

Tam, &o, 
1) W. HOLDERNE 


—— 


Enclosure 1 in No. 146. 
Lieutenant:Colonel sir P. Cox to the Government of India, 


Sir, Basra, April 1, 1915. 
T HAVE the honour to eitelose, for the infornistion of the Government of India, 
hich T have addressed. to. the Sheikh of Moammarab, 
‘ch Lioutenint-Colonel Knox was authorised to 
ith Turkey. 


reference to the co-operation expested 

nconnection with the capture of Basra, 

rise for the fulfilment of this obligation, it seeme 

puperfivous fax it to be mentioned in a communiestion which would Become at jmporten’ 
Permmaiient tseord, Be therefore begged form revised Letter from: whieh the passoges 
relating to Basra ehiould be omitted. 


3% 


[61499] No. 144%- 


wo 130y Mr Marling to Sir Beard Grey —(Ratied May 17.) 


(Telegraphic.) _P. 
Bec Tei 
SITUATION in Porsia: Proposed despatch of Russian troops; May 16, 1915, 


A secret telegram from Petrograd, communicated i 
myself by one Russian eolleaqaey t i earieaenne taney 
ee coe hat the Russian military authorities hare 
Their object wor the: seis ssi 
san oy ae wif tho preonnl of the enemy mibsions ot 

is heroic measure does not, however, agree with the vi 

sho ae enquired whether wou nt be pol to Paneatti er atten 
Seas money, eng at that isthe pracy means hich tho 
____ My colleagues and I are nani i i i ich it 
is prgpesed to sen xceads the nee of irdeto 

Rrench Minister ig of opinion that such actiow might woll dri 

to auemp: a desperate cqup, My eusian cllangue anh wile have but aah 
fears on hat score, copsder that not only would th adberénts of he Gehan i 
flay a ny rei Tera in the fee of much gral tary demonstration, 
i r ld result in the flight of th " ing 
itor object we sitar ih roe a Rea aie 

‘ussian Minister ove! i 

evened hts prosoos ar nosey, ister cain orcrnnane ail 
to thik outlined in my tologram No, 185 of 10th Moy. "Greet azength sould be eat 
Tis cae iopledgs would unt Go eaioteaay Sale eee untae 

‘The situation hero would be groatly modi iret eu Cen 

Breer oe a 


fizia) 
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8. On the occasion of the Viceroy's visit to Busra, I placed the matter before 
his Excellency, and obtained his provisional approval to the draft which I have since 
issued, the date being that of our occupation of Basra. 

Tam sending « copy of this letter, with enclosures, to His Majesty's Minister, 
Tehran, for information, 


P. Z. COX, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 



















Enclosure 2in No. 146. 





Lieutenant-Golonel Sir P. Cox to the Sheikh of Mohammarah. 


Attar compliments.) ‘ 

WILLE wafeienne:to che aspurantona oanveyedtte youl Uxeellsuoy in may lekian sted 
the 15th October, 1910 (= 11th Shawwal, 1328), and haying regard to the further 
vilued services and co-operation which your Excellency has rendered to the British 
Government and to British interests in Arabistan and! the Shatt-el-Arab, Tam now 
auithorised to assure your Excellence: posite and do so. by this writing, that 
whatever change may take place in the form of the Government of Persia, and whether 
it be Royalist or Nationalist, His Majesty's Government will be prepared to affird you 
the support necessary for obtaining a soltition satisfactory both to yourself and to us in 
the event of any encroachmpnt by the Persian Government. on youn jurisdiction and 
recognised rights, or on your property in Persia, In like mannér they will safeguard 
you to the best of their ability against any unprovoked attack by a foreign Power, or 
‘against any cuctouchment: by sich Power. on your said jurisdiction and recogaiaed 
rights, or on your property in Persia, ‘These assurances are given for yourself and 
for your successors from among yous male descendants, and shall hold good go long, as 
you and they do not fail to observe your and their obligations towards tha Porsiun 
Government, provided always that the nomination of your successors from among your 
male descendants shall be subject to confidential momen with, and the approval of 
His Mujesty’s Government, and so long as you and they shall continue to be guided by 
the advice of His Majesty's Government, and to maintain an attitude satisfactory to 
that Government, 

Vio-d-vis tho Persian Governmunt, we shall do our best to maintain your Excellency 
in-your present state of local autonom 

Warther, the date gardens which you now possess on the Turkish side: of the 
Shitteel-Arab shall romain in full possession of you and your heirs, and immune from 
taxation. 





——-+ttTTTt) tl 





P, Z, COX, Lieutonant-Colonel, British Revidont 
in the Porsian Gulf, ant His Britannto 
Majesty's Consul-Genoral for Fars, dc, 









(68195) No, 147. 


India Office to Foreign Office. — (Received May 20.) 


Sir, India Office, May 19, 1915. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence relating to the situation in Porsia, T 
am directed by the Seczetary of State for India to enclose, to be laid before the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs, copy ofa telegram from the Government of India 
discnssing the various recommendations submitted by Sir P. Cox in his telegrams of 
the 10th and'L1th May, 1915, copies of which have already been communicated to you. 

he Marquess of Crewe concurs generally in the views expressed by the 
Goyernment of India on the subject of Fars and the Bushire hinterland, 

With regard to the Bakhtiaris, it is very desirable, in his !.ordship's opinion, that, 
Sir P. Cox should make no promises the fulfilment of which may be held to be 
inconsistent with the rights of the Russian Government in the Russian sphere; and, 
speaking generally, it seems preferable to reward the khans by cash payments in the 
present rather than by promises of governorships or other political privileges in the 
future, Lord Crewe further doubts the advisability of encouraging the Bakhtiaris in 
















aa 


rojects for obtaining access to the Persian Gulf littoral. | Subject to these remarks, 
iis Lordship ae0s io objection to Sir P. Cox being authorised to negotiate on the lines 
proposed in the lat patagraph of the Government of India's telegram. 

am, &. 

'T. W. HOLDERNESS. 


——————— 


Enclosure in No. 147, 


Government of Tndia to the Marquess of Cree, 


raphic.) P, May 15, 1915. 

SUTUATION in Persia. 

Ploaso refer to the thiee telezrams of the 10th instant, from Sir P. Cox. 

Until the actual ocourrence of n rupture, the policy of Great Britam should be to 
endeavour, by meius of friendly representations, to. induce the Khns_ to prayent 
feolated attaeks being made on’ British consulates and officers, and to protect British 
intoroata generally. The disbursement of eecret servico money, which has already 
Boon authorised by vs, is a: means of encouraging this attitude. 

Tf nufortunately, war should broak out with Persia, my view is that we should 
mexely. Hold'the Bushire peninsula. itself, provided we have tho troops available, and 
Jouve Fara and tho hinterland: of Bushire severely alone, ‘To involve ourselves ina 
notwork of intrianes between tribes in the Bushire hinterland, or to commit ourselves 
in Fars, either (0 Soulet or Kawain, seems a useless course. Should occasion arise, a 
Tiberal suin for services rendered nlight be given to Kawam and Soulet in the event of 
their aeguting tho withdrawal of the consul at Shiraz-and his staff, and rewards and 
yecognition in proportion to their subsequent sorvices might bo promised im general 

But no promise of the kind should be made except in event of ontbreak of 

Whon the wir is ovor, it will bo with the de facto rulers, and not merely swith those 

‘wo have given pledges, that we shall want to deal. As regards Haidar 

ve of Bander Port. against attack is out of the question, Tf it is 

threite r should be imide to remove him and his family temporarily 
to a plice of ately in India or at Basra. 

Kes rowards the Bakhtiaris and Mohaminerah, there seoms little hopo of securing 
the cordial co-operation of tho former, but 1 support: the: proposals which Sir B. Cox 
tuburtted in hak second télogram of the'10th instant, and T recommend that authority 
yo given him to negotiate on lines proposed with reference to the steps to be'tnken 
ahould war break out; bat that in cise the sitnation should improve and war be 
aveided, ho'should guard against committing Great Britain too deeply, 

(Ropeatod to His Majosty's Minister, Tolan, and to Sir P, Cox.) 





(68110) No, 18. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. (Received May 20.) 
(No. 188) 
(Pelographic Tehran, May 20, 1915. 

MANAGER Russian Bank at Tapahdn, who is also Russian: vice-consul at 
Komisheh, qvas assassinated abont midnight yesterday close to German consulate by 
men who,afterwards disippeared into that consulate, 

Belgian ‘nancial agent, who was with mamiger, was slightly wounded His 
Majesty's consuligenoral and Russian vice-consul are convinced, assassins belong to 
Pind ct ruflians weraited by Gorman consul. ‘They;consider position of Russian ind 
Titik commmattes to be soriewhat dangerous, iis Governor-General, in. spite of 

fetost orders from ‘Tehran, professes himself unable to take requisite measures, 
svhile gendarmerie is entirely on tho side of Germans. 

Tahull of course support Russian Minister hy all means in.my power to obtain 
satisfaction, bit, ie Persian Government is not strong coongh to afford it, I feel it will 
Tu imperative for us to show were ready to give them material: support by landing 
troops at Fnzeli 

(Repeated to Petrograd, Simla, and Sir P. Cox.) 
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[83625] No. 149, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Groy:—(Received May 20.) 
(elographic.) 
ae 


Tehran, May 20, 1915. 
telegram No. 188 of 19th May: -Persin, 

Yesterday Prime Minister tendered bis resignation, but at the request of the Shah 
consenied ta remain in office, His position, however, is insecure, as Medjliss, vehioh is 
falling more ond more under German and ‘Turkish influence, is showing inereasing: 
mistrust of him and open hostility towards Minister’ of the Provinces. — Short 
time ago appearance of 2,000 or 3,000 men at Buzeli might have been sufficient, but at 
present a larger force, aay’ 6,000. at lenst, is necessary, aud murder at Tspahan seeras 
to offer plausible exouse for their despateb. 

Thave no confidence that Ain-ed-Dowleh will be able to keop things standing in 
‘Pehran for wore than a few days, so theré ix 10 time to lose, 

Tf Ain-od-Dowleh falls, next Cabinet will owe its existence to German influences, 

(Sent to India, Petrograd, and Basra.) 


(No. 189, 





(63625) No. 150, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 968.) 
(Velegraphic.) Fovcign Offies, May!21, 1915, 
BHRAN telegram No. 189 of 20th May = Situation in, Persia, 

In view of critical situation, and: of grave dangor which yvould! inevitably: arise 
were Gormans to establish Cabinet at ‘Tehran, it appeats undesirable to dolar aay 
Tonger despatch of troops to Enzeli. 

Your Excellency should accordingly oxproai to Russian Minister for Woreian. 
Affairs iny earnest hope that the views and recommendations submitved by Nr. Marling, 
will receive early aud favourable consideration. ‘ 

(Repeated to Teliran, No. 120.) 





64961) No, 151, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Haward Grey. —(Received May 222) 
(Nu 100.) 
(Telographic.) Tehran, May 22, 1915, 

YouR tolegram No, 121 of 218t May. has been sent to Sir P, Cox. 

Bakbtiati attitude, us you are aware, has been and is: becoming inereasingly 
dubious, For instance, attitude of Govornor and Deputy at Ispaban hos heen ong of 
Very questionable loyally to us, and Samsun aud Sardar Aseid: have’ been’ coquetting 
With Germans and ‘Turks hier 

Tn these vircumstances 1 am not discouraging inclination of Persian Government 
to remove some of them from posts which they liave received mathly through support 
of Treasury. 

(Repeated to Bushire.) 


See — eee 


(71884) No. 152. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Biivard Grey —(Received June 4) 


(No. 73.) 
ir, Pavan, May B, 1915, 
THE march of evonta has been so rapid since my arrival at ‘Tehran that, I have 
only been able ta keep you informed of the salient foatunes, and 1 proposs now to 
Fecovnt as briefly. as may'be the circumstances of the accession of Prince Ain-ed-Dowle 
to office, Precisely what, reasona led Mushirsed-Dowleh to..resign ig) nob of much 
moment, but one determining cause was certainly consriousness onthe, part of bik 
Highness and his devoted ‘Majlis that-the resolution anc. pusillanimity in dafence of 
Persian neutrality might result in. allowing Persia to drift into. war. In two lon 
conversations I bad with imi ou) the 21K and 22nd, L gathered that the national 
mistrust of Russia and the resultant sympathy with Germany, and but momentarily, 
[u7iay vs 
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ama the partially suecessfil inoitementa to. union betwoon the two Moslem, antions #9 
anil bad so worked on Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s timorous mind thot, he could not find 
the courage to make/a stand against the mmerous and pelpsble violations of Persian 
neutrality of which Germany and Turkey had been guilty, and he even admitted that 
Relid aotatveinpted to controvert the ridiculous arguments by which M. Kardof and 
‘Aosim Boy endeavoured to justify them, His Highnes’s own secount as given to. 
jnomber of the legation was’ that lie felt compelled to resign as he did not receive 
tufeiont support from the British and Russian Lexations, and this vily & few Hours 
cher a long conversation with me, the goueral purport of which was en appeal for 
British rather than Ruasion assistance. Collapse from general debility is probably as 
good i diagnosis ax ny other. 

MWe on three tines sines Treacbed Tebran the mansger of the Imperial Bank of 
Persia had informed me that the German Legation had been presenting notes for 
yet i lV for large mums, aggregating in all to. well over 60,000 tomans, but 

Vid no hint that thie action, the only: possible explanation of which seemed to me to 
boanothor attempt to get up a run on the bank, vas equsing Mr, Wood any uncasiuess, 
pe tlt for sowerlittle time thers had been w perteptible tendency on the part of tho 
fiublio to withdraw and board silver, a teudanoy for which, no doubt, we have fo thank. 
The clforts of German agents, Tt came therefore as a bolt from the blue ve te 
from Mr, Wood, early on the morning of the 22nd, apprised me of the bank's inability 
to mest its naty issue in Tehran: 

TBosidon being u sorinus blow to. British eredil, the stoppage of, the bank would 
have produced 4 nancial cris and serious digordars, which ont enemies, with mn ample 
omrend of silver Goin deayyn from the bank itself, would have turned to account 
Qgeinst us, were to be apprehended. An attack on the ‘bank nnd othes British 
Haktubions aight have ensued, and it was plainly imperative to hasten the formition 
of w now Ministry capable of dealing. with the dangerous situation it hod to face. 

TH  ciitora favited tho French Minister and the Russian Changs d’ Affaires to cone 
to digouss om course of fubure action, and after Thad laid the situation before them 
athe gravity of which they filly. incurred, it was agreed that M. de: Bach and T 
thou request an audience of the Shah’ and urge on His Majesty that he should 
enema AtmedeDowleh with the formation of thenew Adwinistration. ML de Buch 
trged the euudidature of Soad-el-Dowleh us enjoying, thy confidence of the Russian 
Government in a greater degree than Ain-ed-Dowleb, in reply to which T expressed 
the opinion. that Suad-ed-Dowleh's.persoual unpopalarity rendered bi leas suitable 
than the Prince adding, however, that my only objec was to make the best selection, 
tnd if Sand-ed-Dowlbh really was the better man T should give him every support, 
‘Tho Kreach Minister, howdver, wis strongly convinced of the greater: merits of 
‘Ainced:Dowleh and we parted with the widerstanding that wo should put forward 
his highness 

‘fhe afternoon was spout in sounding the leading men as to the composition of the 
Gubinot, und komewhat to my surprive, L must confess, in no quarter did we find: any 
Folhataron to’ serve. undor Saad-ed-Dovlch ax Premion, | Ain-od-Dowleh, promised 
An, Churchill. and M, Evreinof to join the new Government as Minister of the Interior, 
provided that the Russian Legation ageved to arrange a personal matter, an und, 
Ping which was at once givon, while Farman Farina whom I saw myself if not 
cniheainstio, seemed to, be obiefly concerned as to the capacity in which he should give 
His eorvices, Indeed, ao roneral wus the acquivsoenoe that by the evening a eae 


Dovleh Cabinut soemed already to exist on paper. 

KKeoondingly, noxt day T raised no objections to.our adopting Saad-ed-Dowleh 
wvhowe personal Cupneity for vigorous astion éanust bo donbted. | He himself was always 
Ful of fonfidence; though he did tot minimise the difficulties to be fioud. | Fle said that 
the stoppage of silver payments by the Timperial Bank of Persia must be expected to 
aoe a EDA excitement, und pointed out that thy only foros that could be relied on 
wos the polics: Our own. ett showed that this is pone correct; the 


Jundermedto is of very doubsfil loyalty, being commanded by, Swedish officers, ot 
weaved German sympathies; and is for that very feason on, bad! terns with, the 
Goasok brigade, white thy brigade, reduced to-yome 400 men in Tehran, is wipopulae 
Kul te gssetted to be of little military value unless supported by Russian troops, and 
Suad-ed-Dowleh told ug plainly that unless he could count. on thy Rasyin garrison, the 
aration wovldl be dificult to control. Te yas probable that they need never enter 
Mehran: the news that they had started would bave the mecessry effect, but it was 
Geamntial that we sould be ina position to call them up if necessary. Ain-el-Dowleb 
ciko binted wt impending: trouble, and Colonel Merrill represented the situation us fer 
there dangerous than did Saad-ed-Dowleh It is alwaya difficult to tell what, will 
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odie: a sense of panic ti a Persian town, but it is: certain that at this moment aud 
for soiue days Tehran was the prey of the most fantastic terrors. ‘The Armenians 
‘wore arming, to massacre the Moslems, the Turks were already: in Kenmansha and 
Teady to advange on the capital, Rassin, was building forts i Envoli and 80,000 Russian 
Trooke were on their way to Tehran; tho Cossack brigade was going to altask the 

ndarmerie, Sc:, and so ‘real was: thé alarm’ that, on Thursday wight Colonel 
ronilewiteh telephoned to M. de Bach sying that he heard the, Russian Legation was 
to be attacked and inviting him to spend thernight at the quarters) of the brigade, 
while the same night some hulfst-dozen Getman subjects knocked the Amerioan Minister 
pp at alate hour and rewiained in his hiouse til moming, With the nerves of Telit 
je this condition it was clear that auy excitement, such os the’ announcement-of the 
position of the Linperial Banke of Persia, might have resulted in serious disorders and 
Teac it behoved us to take every measure to ensure the maintenance of tranquillity, and 
wwe therefore telegrapiied to our respective Governments wiging that in case of net the 
Tiussian troops at Rasvin might be withorised to move to Tehran, and that, reinfbres- 
ments might be held in readine 

‘he following morning Moin-el-Vizareh called on me ‘and I told Him thot, as for 
various reasons we had come to the conclusion thit*Saad-ed-Dowleh was the moet fitted 
statesmen to cope with the situation, M. de Bach, and I intended to recommend him to 
the Shah as the new Premier, Moin-el-Vizareli sid) that ‘Swud’s unpopularity made 
gush an arrangement impossible, and declared that we could never catsy it ont, and as 
ae hour and half later I recetved a telephone measage from hina at Farahabad to say. 
that the Shah’ desired to receive us the following day instead of ut\ four o'clock as 
previously arranged, it in safe to conclude that he had gone to’ the: ae ‘to work 
against ‘Suadved:Dowleh's appointinent. I declined to be put off.as the bank's position 
reitted of no delay whatevor, and we were received by the Shab ut the. appointed 
Hour, Lexplained t+ His Majesty tho naturo of the civeninatancas that liad induced we 
toute the audience with bitn, and the reasona why we had preferred the conduct of 
aflairs in the hands of Saad-ed-Dowleh rather than of, ‘Aini-od-Dowleh or anyone: ulse, 
the determining reason being that he enjoyed the particular eonfidenée-of Rustin, and 
if our wortt anticipatiens wore unhap) ny realised, itwould be easier to! got material 
support from Russia for a Cabinet under Saad than in guy other circumstances His 
‘Mayesty, who hnd clearly been. primod by Moin-el<Vizursh nn other, enemies of ‘Saad: 
Gd-Docteh, dovelt on hia personal unpopilarity, atid suggested « Cabinet under Ala-ess 
Bultanch or Ain-ed-Dowleh, and it was only aftar two and n half hours conversation 
thut we obtained lin assent to Bad's nomination. On our return to Tehran we valled 
ou our way to Saad's house on Ain-el-Doyleh, where. disagreeable, surprivd awaited 
ti for om our snnouicing our success his Highness fusnly declined ¢0 join, Souda 
Ceiveat The latter, however, wis) korenely Confident, but. on the folloynng day it 
pecatne evident that a vast combination was working to e: clude Sand from office. How: 
far German aid Tarkiah inilaence were exerted, I cannot, say, but the two repre- 
sentatives had been to Herubobad Jato: in the night and liad been! rdoeived by 
the Shab. 

‘Bind-ed-Dowleh was seub for in the courte of the: morning, aud on his returh 
jnfinned va that the Shah had made it'a personal favour thet, Karma Karma, should 
fot be included in tho Cabinet—a condition thet may quite well have been. parniee nye 
‘Assim Bey, ag tho Prince is known t be stron} jy anti-Durkish, Tw return the Shah 
‘promised to induce ‘Ain-ed-Dowleb to take: ollice, The latter, however, ‘though hie 
Peres a deputation of the members of the Modjliss not to oppose Suadl-d-Dovlch, 
wilt destined to join. the Cabinet, whilo Samsam-es-Sultaneh, ‘whose. presenes, vas 
sirable to secive Baklitian! support, alao kung back, Had tims been nvailable, T 
think we could have had-our-way, but with the pressing necessity of reg ating tho 
anke question, and the imminuit gerieal of the German Minister aud his trai of 
uitatars ready to take advantage of any disorder, thiore was no tino (be ost. ‘he 
Hervousness iu the town, moreover, was worse than every and Saud-ed-Dowleh himself 
orvitted that it would scarcely be possible for him to ausime office withaut thio support: 
aeticcian bayonets, and although M, de-Bach bail recsived information from Petrourd 
which showed we conld count on the Kasvin foroe, the wews from Tiflis implied thaw 
Menforeoments could hardly be expected, Thero could, be-no- qupstion of courte 
of using material force or even an wuunixtukablei threat of it to instal Suuled-Dowleh. 
teu wo wiaky with the bare. 400 men available at Kusvin, to support it 
if successful, we stiould have had a Cabinet, it in true, leaded by ‘the mosh: remolite: 
if succes ateoroal, but otherwise. composedof very doubtful elements: and finally it 
would have been’ consonant with’ the views either of London ¢r Petrograd, We 
thereforv agreed that, if we could not induce the Shah to give his honest supporl to 
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Saad-ed-Dowleh, we would agree to the nomination of Ain-ed-Dowleh. To the. outside: 
world, however, wo gave no sign of yielding; and when on Monday morning (the 
26th of April) M-de Bach and Tstarted for Farahabad, no one knew what action we 
‘were going to take, 

The Shah who had not been warned of our visit received us alone and without 
delay, LT reminded the Shah of his promise to nominate Saad-ed-Dowleh, and that we 
lind every right fo expect that His Majesty would give him the Royal support; this, 
however, hid not been the case; His Majesty had prevented Farman Parma from 
eiitering the Cabinet and his promise to induce Ain-ed-Dowleh te join had not been 
fulfilled ; in fuct what His Majesty had given with one hand had been taken away 
withthe other. Sasd.ed-Dowleb had not, bean treated fairly and we still considered 
that his talonts made him the most suitable man for the postiof premier in the present 
Giffioulties of the Government, We could only hope that His Majesty would give 
him’ proper support and fulfill his promise to us in the spirit as well as in the 
letter, As for Ained-Dowleh whon ie Majesty preferred, what confidence could we, 

still more important, could our gata) have in « man who bad, 
on bia word fous? T'need not trouble you with the Shah's reply, but 
uy n that he showed nob merely readiness in retort and talent for evadin, 
difficult: points, but also'a surprisingly just appreciation of the general situation, an 
also, Mr Churchill tell me,.a: considerable power of expression, ‘To make a long 
story short we made the # gracefil concession ” and before we reached Ain-ed-Dowleh’s 
house on our way home his Highness liad received his summons to the Shab, and by 
So'clook hie was back in Twhran with the firman of appointment: as president of the 
Council of Ministers in his pocket, © 

Prince Reuss with his staff of ayitators aud convoy of arms and money arrived 
about the same time, 

Saad-ed-Dowleh out of the way all difficulties in finding candidates for office 
vanished, Fatman Forma, the Shah's personal: objections to whom had evaported, 
‘Accepted the Ministry of the Interior and Ain-ed-Dowleh now that the composition of 
his Goyerninent Was therely a question go fur as Porsians were conoerned of conciliatin 
personal interests proceeded to take in hand the vitally. urgent question of the bank's 
Mina, AvdiaQ) Bil whial Me Maclonafied vory Kull prepared at my request tp 
provide for the temporary: suspension of silver payments by the bank was furnished 
to the president of the Medjliss and by him communicated to a committee of the 
deputies und others, who wave it the shape in which it was eventually voted, the chief 
alteration being thay the period of the Bill’ operation was reduced from three months 
to sixty diye. | Motemiy ul-Mulls, hoy r, intimated to me that there was no chince 
of getting the Bill throngh tho Madjliss unless [ could vive some guarantee, that of 
the leyation ox preferably of His Majesty's Government, of the nank’s ability. to 
resume silver nts; the guaranteo of the Persian Government being, he admitted, 
quite worthless in the eyes of the deputies. In the urgency of the ease, and with 
thi nagurntco/ef Me. Weod tha his fourd ius Londen neal satisfy you as to the 
nicasures that would be taken to ensure the msumption of silver payment, I took on 
myself to-give the desired guarantee in the form of a letter to Ain-ed-Dowleh the only 
Miniator actually holding office, 

Ror once Motemin-ul-Mulk showed real determination, aud rushed the Bill through 
At a single short sitting, and the law appeared in the papers the next morning (29th 
April). By some oversight, however, io copy was sent to the bank and Mr. Wood, 
Alting on ‘tho advieo of the: Govomnment Commissioner appointed to aupcvige the 
working of the bank under the new law, continued to meet small demands for silver, 
but refhsed those for considerable sums, I regret to say that one of the latter was 
presented by the British firm of Zeigler, without any cause that could justify such want 
of consideration for British interests. ‘The bank’s notes were, however, alteady being 
looked at askanee, and the mischief was further increased by a rumour spread abt 
that the amount to be gaiuvanteed under the terms of my latter by the Persian Govern- 
iment included not merely the advatices made to it by the bank in current account, now 

ounting to somethin 200,0001,, but also the Persian loan of 1,250,000/, floated 
by-the bik in London in 1911, “Lo temove this misiiterpretationT addressed at -his 
request a second letter ti Ain-ed-Dowleh, the substance of which was published the 
following day. Copies of this letter, of my earlier letter, of the baok law, ond of 
Mr. Wood's ietter above rofurred to, are enclosed. 

‘Tt was; of course, to be expected that the revelution of the bank situation would 
cause some flutter inthe Bazaars, but Teonfess that I lind hoped, with some confidence, 
that even the Democrats would have shown some geal to further the success of a 
measure for-which they:had themselves voted in che Medjliey But they did uothing 


89 


of the kind, and with every native banker and 
of the Bigger men oe ore ‘the pe vith 
recovery within a cou 18, f ank’s r CUTS 
J si wee he banks: paper curtenoy wae for gon 
Imergetic pressure on the Government, however, resulted jp 

Ss ears tenet Hs seo fed H the a i st i ore Oa 

irly froely af. a discount, of per aeuf., ae eompaced with 15 pop call. 1WO Uy 
eae a Peale due also pana the omens: iF tardily, te atid a 
the Russian Bank. 

So far it must be conceded that Ain-ed-Dowleh's Government: has acted well up 
to. eM ed to stones sae us, but in the Fateh ‘of maintaining Pergian 
peutrality against German ond Turkish violations it hog proved itgall loss, fir le 
Biunseg: Aner ame Advertiged i iva ita hones in Sa Eanes 


ney, charger—and also some 
Heatly oF te sn 


the way 
Prince Reuss for a fey days showed fow signa of ‘activity, but it’ ip abunitan 
lent tha hy has cop been le, I eleaphie pi lie blah BER a 
Was accompanied by a pumerous stati and bringing an enormous amount of bagg 
for the splety of which he tok extraordinary preeautions, and whith pas wlways 
Fepresented us containing arms and amyounition, The Inst fey stages of te 
would appear to’ havy ‘beat performer!’ toy’ hustil hig to can ; 

Fed. news 


from Constantinople, was not tl 


ti ing 
cacort of gears ara ge in Hyco Nae Male oho bas aesauaganed Hie el 
te ogeasion of the demongtyations he a 
fh 


Germans in charge of them haying success{i B« 
file pendarinere ootort Wrage tor tte Wy ae the ree Tolle of 
the Persian ‘Daysport Company. ap. Kum ot Tehran, wd 
competent and of gon 1, thy Gérinah Mipiater 

Tae 
ehtaly 


has 


have, eo, 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Ruglospye 1 in No, 162. 
Sir W. Townley to Vrince Ain-ed-Dowteh 


Witt ty th f the bank een pir be 

TLE regard ty: the question of the bank notes of th iu oi 
if after two month froin the date of thie lawel today’s do dealing withthe mallee 
of the suspension of the paymeit in silver of its notes, by the Impenal Bank of Persia 
for that period, the Imperial Bank, owing to some unforseen eatise, should not bo able 
to mibet ite votes and to pay thom in cash, tho British Goverament will guarantee to 
pay either in gold or in silvar guélt amount of notes then in olretlation after deducting 
the amount of the debt of the Persian Goyernment to tho Imperial Bank, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 152. 


Note sent to tio Persian Government with reference to the guaranteeing of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia's Note by Hie Majeaty'e Govramenhs — ” 
T REGRET to obgerve that the inadvertent publication of letter dated 
» between! this Ivgativn’ aud thé Persian Government on the subject of the 
recent bank noie legislation, his bern the catise of the spread Of fiilde’ tumouis 
amonist the populace. : Femara Avia 
O74 aA 
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‘The debts of the Imperial Persian Government to the Bank, referred to in that 
latter, are the advances’ in current account made by the Bank to the Persian 
Government, and not the British loan of 1,250,0001. 

‘The purpose of the guarantee given by me in the letter given above referred 
to) was to afford support to the Persian Goverament in the assurances which it was 
the desite of the Medjiss th give the public that the notes of the Bank-ate perfectly 
seeure, and ivill be paid by the Bank to the public in acoordance with the law. 


Enolosure 3 in No, 152. 


Lato presented to the Medjliss by thy Prime Minister, Prince Ain-cd-Dowleh, and passed 
by that Body on April 27, 1915, 


Article 1. Tn order to obviate the difficulties which hinder the smooth running 
of financial business in the country, caused by the closing of the means of commu- 
niicition in Europe and the redaced imports’ of silver, and the exchange of the 
Tinporial Bank of Persia's notes, aud in order to protect the proper balance and 
working of the silver currency in business, the Imperial Bank of Persia is uuthorised, 
from the 8th of Saur, 1883 A.rt. (28th April, 1915), for, sixty consecutive days, to\ pay. 
against its bank notes only 10,000 tomans per day in silver Persian currency. 

Art, 2, Over ani above the sum of 10,000 tomans a day the Bank is authorised, 
when paying out notes to the public, to pay out 1 toman of such sums in silver 
currency. 

Art. 3, In all State and Government transactions bank notes will be the currency 
as heretofore, 

‘Art 4. After the lapse of the sixty days mentioned above in article 1 this law will 
become null and void. 

‘Art, 5, This lay relates only to the capital. 

Art. 6, The: istry of the Interior is entrusted with the execution of this law, 


SULTAN ABDUL MAJID 


Enclosure 4 in No. 152, 
Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia at Tehran to Mr. Marling. 


Sin, April 28, 1915, 

WITH refarence to the guarantee which yon have kindly given to the Persian 
Government in connection with the notes of the Imperial Bank of Persia, Ihave the 
honour to say: that Thereby undertake that the Bank in London will provide the necos- 
suvy spoutity required by, His Majesty's Governiabnt in respect of this guarantee, 

Tam informing my directors of the exact position of affairs iu order that they may 
Batintyreny ean ines VNiGh ay Hetmado bY! Hie Majesty'e Govertmsut: 

ft is tmdorstood that during the next two months the Bank will not increase ita 
note citolaton in Portia without the kowledge andl consent of His Majesty's Lezetion 
here, 

Thavo, &e. 
A. 0. WOOD, 





(76210) No. 16: 


Mr. Marling to Sir Hdward Gray —(Recetved June 1. 

(yo. 108) W) 1. —(l ) 

(elegtaphie.) Tehran, June 11, 1915. 
YOUR telegram No. 128 of 9th June, 

Russian Minister aud Tare agreed on the whole it will be better to retain Swedish 
officers for the present, We'beliove, although by incautious expression of their anti- 
Russian feéling, and by their equally imprudent intimacy, with the German Legation 
and agents in the provinces, they haye enabled the German propaganda to make great 
headway, they are now aware of the results of their intervention, that they. are 
showing readiness to carry out instructions of Persian Government, and. that most of 
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‘thein can be relied on to dotheir best to provent the Germans from bringing off any 
serious coup, whereas, if they are removed, gendarmerie under Persian officers, moat of 
‘whom are ardent Germanophils, would hecomé formidable German weapons against 
us, Their departure, moréover, world result in chaos on southern trade routes, It is 
true they are disinclined to recognise our predominance in south, and are often 
troublesome, but it seems far better to tolerate that inconvenience for thw period of thé 
Wor than to leave'a free field to the Germans, Having done so, we should grant a 
subyention for the period of the war at Teast to maintain the gendarmerie at discretion, 
if Persian Government is unable to meet the requisite expenditure. . 

His Majesty's consul at Shiraz, where pro-German leanings of Swedes liave given 
a5 much, ifnot more, trouble than elsewhere, recommends their retention, but Bushire 
Profers to see them withdrawn. 

(Sont to India.) 





176446] No. 154, 


Afr. Marling to Sir Bdiward Urey. —(Recoived Juve 12.) 
(No. 80.) 
Sir, Tehran, May 18, 1915. 

IN my despatch No. 73 of Sth’ May T confined myself to the cirenmstances 
attending the change of Cabinet, and made no attempt to describe contemporaneous 
events in the rest of the country. 1 will now endeavour to do so, but tho record will 
prove to be litte more than « report of the continuous German offort displayed in a 
variety of ways to attack our interests and prestige all over the country, and at all 
events until Ain-ud-Dowleh had actually formed his Government, an almost complote 
indifference of the Persian Government to the most flagrantabnsos of Persian neutrality. 
Th making this charge against the Porsian Government T must not omit to mention 
that they are almost powerless: ‘Their only real force is the gendatinerie, and, as you 
are aware, the Swodish officers who command it pay little or no. attention to the ordots 
of the Government, and they have often through their anti-Rnssian sentiments allowed 
themselves to he drawn by the Germans into action, tho significance of which in 
country like this they have been quite unable to appreciate, Be this as it may, thare 
is no doubt but that the behaviour of the Sworos his bien suki as toproduce the 
impression throughout Persia that they and the gendarmerie are’ thoroughly pro- 
German. X 

‘The Gorman and Austrian Ministers reached the Poriian frontier about the 
18th April; thoy came with a very largo suite, and considering the difficulties of their 
journey, an inordinate quantity of baggage, among which, as they admitted, were somo 
fifty rifles with ainmuniti lo later events prove that the common report that they 
had a considerable sun in gold has heon proved to be trae, Major de Mate, who had 
travelled with them from Constantiuople, loft thom at Bagdad, and made arrangements 
for their journey this side of the frontier, provided convoys, éc., for the baggage, and 
‘wad prasdat at Krinanikah andl in constant: friendly inieveonres with the German. 
consul (unrecognised), while the latter prepared, with the assistance of Dr, Zugmeyer 
and Horr Griesinger, the exceptional honours which greeted their Excellancies on their 
arrival. 'Uhe “consul” also was busy enlisting men, usually Of the lowest type, to 
form a guard for the illustrious travellers. Still, with’all the attentions showered on 
thei, Prince Reuss and M. Logotheti must have found the pleasure of their stay in 
Keritianshah somowhat inarred by the news of Hassan Raouf's incursioniat Kazr-i-Shivin, 
‘The appearance of the hero of the “Hamidich’s” cruise during the'second Balkan 
war was decidedly embarrassing, for it was dilfioult to reconcile with the preaching 
of a Jehad, and the plunder of considerable number of villages by Ruout’s Halbur 
auxiliaries and the attempt. to surround (he Governor and his forces speedily aroused 
the latent hatred of the ‘Turks. Germans and ‘Turks fj once saw the harm that Raout 
was doing to their political campaign, and the vigorons efforts of the German consul” 
at Kermanshah and the frantic telegrams: sent by Assim Bey to Constantinople and 
Bagdad finally succeeded in arresting the ‘Turkish advance, though not before they 
had reached Kerind. Nevertheless, Kermanshal had been panicatricken, and as-you 
are aware from my despatch No, 74, all the Government local forces, the Governor 
Geineral, aud the foreign consuls and colonies abandoned the town. Che episode, which, 
does not seem to be yet by any means ended, hus probably done much to i 
‘Turco-German cause, “The rest of Princo Renss's journey was as much advertised asi 
royal progress, and all native and\niost foreign opinion expected (hat his iauch heralited 
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into ‘Tehran would be the occasion of vigorous action ‘and probably of disturbances. 
‘al'aftival fell'rather flat, although it is probable that the precautions taken by 
rise to the idea that special 

‘wo days later the arrival of 

after flatly refusing 


t as mischievous. far more uumerously 
at of M. de Biter, and th wld drew 1 Own conclusions. 
wept for this the activities of, the German Legation have been carefully concealed, 
Through the ‘Trukish. Embassy great elforts to win over the clergy—more particulary 
the lower ranks—have been made, aud the Democratic party bas been ardently courted. 
Secret recruiting in, the namo of the Democrats has beon carried on at three or four 
stations, and fantastia theories about the Imperial Bank of Persia\intended to discredit 
its notes, a game in which local bankers great and small have leat a willing hand, have 
boon industriously ¢itoulated. A direot attack on the Ministry has been made by a 
demand of the Turkish Ambassador for the removal of Farman Firma froin the 
Ministry of the Inferior on the ground of his anti-Turkish sentiment. 

In the. provinces the German agents have been as busy as ever. When arrived 
in Tehran, T learnt that the notorious Wassmuss at Shiraz, sas endeavouring to induce 
the’ Swedish gendarmerie officers, Major Pravitz and Captains Ocrfengren and 
‘ungman, to organise au expedition nominally. agamat, Kuzeroon, byt really against the 
Kalantar of Kumarij, a local chieftain well disposed to us, while a further developineat 
of the plan was to organise a coalition of the peighbouring, Kans to attack Haidar 
Khm) of Bandarrig, who assisted us in tho artest of Listermann, Mushirnd-Dowleh’s 
feeble Goverment, of course, did nothing but make enquiries, and an the interval 
hofore the accession of Ain-ud-Dowleh to office the expedition actually started. | His 
Highness, however, and Farman Faring showed considerable vigour, but the Swedes af 
Shitag, np everywhere elge, line got so used to acting without consulting the Persian 
Goyernment—Mustusharend-Dowleh hod no influence over them whatever—that for 9 
fow days the order from (Tehran were practically disregarded. Eventually, however, 
tho Ministers puecogded in getting their muthority respacted. Nothing worse than 
throats reached the Kalantax, and WVassmuss deprived of his essort gave up his excursion 
ino Doshtistan and returned to Shiraz, ‘The situation in Fara has bean very 
jingutidfactory. Miikhbar-us-Sultanch, the Governor, with his ayowed pro-Germin 
sympathies, Ins lent himself unreservedly to Wassmuss's schemes, go that the latter by 
fi Jayish expenditure of miouey and a still more lavish expenditure in lying reports of 
dijuator tows nnd our Allies, has hud little dificulty in qreating a Strong curyent of 
public, opinion against us, and has been more particnlarly successful in gaining over 
the noisy and anischievons self-seekers who call themselves the Democratic party. ‘To 
induce any Government in the cireumstquces prevailing at Tehran, to arrest Wassmuss 
would bave heen impossible, and iny. efforts have, therefore, heen directed. towatds 
obiaining the recall of the Gonpranfienais Ain-ud-Dowleh bus promised me thay 
this shall be done, and agresd to my informing Major O'Connor of this promise, sud of 
a further undertaking that Kowem-ul-Mulk will bo selected to act as temporary 
Governor pending the appointment of a successor—probably” the Zill-ys-Sultan—to 
Mukliba-us-Sultaneh, 

Captain Poussetto of the Swedish gendarmerie iy gn his way to replace 
Major. Pravitz, whose Germanophil sentiments made his retention at Shiraz most 
indesirablo, and it is to be hoped that he will he able to restrain the indiscretions of 
Captains Agngman and Ocrteng! 

Txpahian a mouth ago yas sourcely batter than Fars, ‘The notorions Pugin was 
joined later by Zugmeyer and Criesinger, and they carried out the wstul programine 
Of sveruiting volunteers, &e., and wwifh the assistance of Agha Nourolla, Mujtahid, who 
is a brother of the lite Agha Nejefi, and has recently become an Ottoman subject, 
Obtained. the support of the local mullahs, and by pretending sympathy with the 
Democrats was able to count on the support of thut noisy-party, Ag maul also a ran 
on (ho Sniperial Buk of Persiw was'started, but lasted only three days. ‘The Goyernen, 


98 


‘who like everyone else, felt that he could not count on the gendarmerie in any action 
that he might take to put a stop to Turco:German agitation, was almost powerless, the 
more so as his cousin Zargham-us-Sultanch, a rather weak-minded but not entirely. 
‘unimportant Bakhtiari Khan, had come under Pugin’s blanclishments. 

i Mr. Grahame's most, recent. telegrams. show the situation to have somewhat 
improved, and there are sigus that the mallahs and the public generally are coming, to 
their senses. This again is due to the feeling that tho roins of power at Tehran have 
boon grasped by stronger hands, and the Governor now professes to be able to deal 
frmly with the situation, thongh he has not. beon able eo far to remove the wireless 
telegraphic installation which the Germans have erected two miles outside the town. 
‘The first measage (the 17th May) that was despatched by the apparatus was to the effect 
that the ex-Shah has left Odessa for Baku. 

‘At Bushire, an incident in which the Governor appealed to Major Trevor to lend 
him the assistance of our detachment there, after the gendarmerie iad failed hin, has 
heon represented as an attempt on onr part to overasve the gendarmerie, and T regret 
to say that Farman Farma does not appear to have acted very pradently in the matter, 
being disposed apparently to accopt the Persian gendarmerie officer’s totally inaceurato 
Aegaunt of the Hneident. But T'bave no out whatever of wetting the matter put 
right. 

‘At Sultanabad and Hamadan the ‘Uurco-German propaganda has beew earried on 
in much the same way and by the same means, and it is reported that ateps aro being 
taken to open the campaign also at Koom, Kashan, Kirman, and elsewhere. An 
Application for the recognition of Zugmeyer as Gorman consul at Kiran has boon 
rofused by the Porsion Government, but-as an exeqnatur has been granted for w Swiks 
named Weber at Hamadan, in spite of the Minister for Foreign Affairs! assurances to 
mo tbat none would be given, am ot content that iv will not eventually he 
iksued. 

‘hero is no disguising the fact that the Turco-German campaign has achieved a 
very considerable meastire of success. It is built np almost entively on the foundation 
of Persian hutred for Rusria,and is no proof of any alfection for Germany, ‘Theavernge 
Persian would like to see Russia defeated in this war, and tho attitude shown by the 
Swedes who eannot have {ailed to expatiate to their Persian friends on the greatness of 
German military power, has persuaded the Persians that thei wish may be fulfilled, 
Possibly they do not believe all the German accounta of glorious victories, bub they Like 
to read of them, while the more veracious accounts which we. publish of our own 
successes are neglected because they are unpleasant. But no thinking Persian wants 
to go to wor with Russia and England; the consequences, immediate by the stoppage 
of trade which would deprive Persia in'a few weeks of many of the nocessarios of life, 
‘and ultimately, when at theiend of the war we haveiour hunids free to denl with Persiny 
aro too swell recognised ; but there isan acute satinfaction at seeing Russia flootod: hy 
the Germans, and public. opinion, such: a¢ it is, dislikes ancl opposes uny action of the 
Government, either in the capital or the. provinces, swhich' interferes swith Gorman 

‘Tho Persians hops for nothing by our defeatin the war. They think that 

1y is too fur off, andl they believe that Turkey would. be encouraged by Germany 

to recotip herself in Asiw for the expenses of the wat. They do not understand te 

danger of being hustled into the war by the Germans, as wero the Turks, and 50 

continne to play with fire, by hampering the Ministérs in their endeavours to maintain 

Persian neutrality. If the Cabinet was strong it would not mattor, but itis not, and 

therofore, as [ have endeavoured to explain in various telegrams, we are obliged to rely 
‘on our strength. 

In addition to tho wireless installation set up at Ispaban, the Geman Legation has 
calablished » sation herd, and mossqges are already being exchanged 

ig 


OM, MARLING, 





177120) No. 153. 


Sin Edward Groy to Mr. Marling: 
(No.2) 
(Velegeaphic.) Forvign Office, June 12, 1915. 
PERSIAN Minister has intimated that his Government are anxious to obtain sonie 
rmaterial proofs of the good-will uf! His Majesty's Government and of Russian Govern 
ment, and bas communicated heads of a menvrardun: which was handed! to yr and 
fiat 2B 
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Russian Minister hy the Prime Minister. So far as can he judged, this memorandum 
principally contained complaints as to certain Russian action in the past, and the onl 
positive request was for our agreement to pastponement of payment for a cértain perior 
SU iieneicn Pedi tien al eltaiee | Weak ndinast ew ets such proposal 
into fayaurable consideration, and any other proposal which would be of positive benetit 
to Persia and would strengthen Persian Government. The Minister was told that it 
wis of no use to revive at this moment questions as to ulleged Russian action, ¢co. 
What ‘steps can you suggest which would be of real and immediute benelit to the 
Persian Government? 
(Repeated to Petrograd, No. 1144.) 





(77196) No, 156. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived June 14.) 

No, 199.) 

nee raphie.) Tehran, June 13, 1915, 
foun telegram No, 132 of 12th June. 

‘Memorandum referred to was presented to us ¥8th May by way of reply made to 
request made by Russian Minister and myself for figures on which we could prepare 
some proposal for financial assistance to Persia for submission to our Governments: 
(see iny telegram No, 185 of 16th May). Its purport, as regards money, was as 
described in your telegram, but gave us none of the information promised, and was, 
moreoyer, couched, as regards Porsian grievances against Russia, in impertinent terms, 
having been obviously drawn up with an eye to plicatng democrats in Medjligs, It 
was subsequently re) iipeas by another memorandum, inoffensive but equally useless. 

Since then, as Persian Government in spite of repeated request will give ys none, 
we linye been endeavouring to obtain data privately and hope to be ablé to submit 
something shortly. 


(79008) No. 167. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 16.) 
(No. 201.) 
(Telegraphic. ) Tehran, June 16, 1915, 

OUR telegram No, 133 of 13th June, 

I fully concur in Viceroy’s views, and would only noté that withdrawal of this 
mission and of consuls might have to include also that of all British subjects and of 
telegraphic stats throughout the country. 

(Sent to India.) 


(80455) No, 188, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Howard. 
(No. a) 
(Welegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, June 23, 1015, 
‘OUR despatch No. 60 of Sth May ; Swedes in Persia, 

In view of more reasonable attitude of Swedes in Persia recently, His Majesty's 
Minister and his new Russian colleague do not wish for the present to press. objection 
to their retention. His Majesty's Government are considering question of finaucing 
the force in province of Pars, 

You should therefore inform Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs that His 
Majesty's Government do not propose to ayail themselves at present of Swedish offer, 
although His Majesty’s Government appreciate greatly readiness shown by his 
Excellency to meet their wish. Iam asking Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs if he. 
concurs, aud you should not act on this telegram until I telegraph again. 

(Repeated to Petrograd, No. 1250, and Tehran, No. 143.) 





(83699) No, 160". 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
eG 10. 


Foreign Ofice, June 26, 1915. 


MPolegraphic.) 

PERSIAN Minister has expresied earnest hope of Ain-ed-Dowleh that his request 
for withdrawal of Russian troops tony be granted, on ground that. their presence at 
Purell, Kasvin, aud in Khorassin plays into enemies! hand, whereas their withdrawal 
seul ele hig Highness to tus public opinion nanny agsinnt Gorman and 


figitators. Persian Minister added ¢ 
from this request. 

Tow ove, fron your tolegram No. 219 of 24th June, since received, that presence 
of Russian troops his somewhat aggravated situation, 

T should be glad to, have your views, after consultation with your Russian colleague, 
a to whethor it would in the eitcumstances be of advantage, or otherwise, to meet: the 
Porsian PHims Minister's wishes in this matter. 


(Repeated to Petrograd, No. 1277.) 


hit troops in Azerbaijan were expressly excluded 





{i7i4] 
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783698] No. 159. 
Mr. Marling to Sir edward Grey —(Received June 5.) 
(No. 218) 


Telegraphic. 
(TERIA situation, 

Hone elas No, 140 of 23rd June. f 

‘There are certainly disquieting elements sitice arrival! of Russian troops; at all 
‘events centre of German activities has been transferred from Tehran to Tspahin, and 
there are now at the latter place four orfive German agents with perhaps thirty Anstrian 
Soldier prisoners escaped from ‘Transcaspia vid Meshed, and as many as 200 grmed 
Felninere reoruited locally aud from. Nib Hussein's, brigands, It is possible lorman 
Pion is to attack Russian and British consulate, &e., in ope that Rossin will send 
froops to Ispahan aul that Persia will eventually get embroiled in the war, Persian 
Government bave at present about 400 gendarmerie in Tapahan and moro are to bo 
cont from Fars, while ney Governor-General, Sardari-Ashja, whom Russian Legation 
Telove can be trusted, las a considerable force of Rakhtiarl sowars. Governmont, hus 
sont orders that German retainers are to be: disarmed, and if Swedish officers have 
thelx men in hand and are supported by the Governor-General. there should be no 
danger, Rank and file, and particularly untive officers of gendarmerie, however, are 
reported to be very pro:Gorman, while attitude of Bakhtiaris generally was decidedly 
Tefinnt nt time of Rnssian demand for dismissal of Sardar Mohtashem, and-so far ast 
fan see Russia's hold on now Governor-General consists mainly. in is personal 
Stations with Evreinof, and it was mainly on that account that, Russian Legation 
greed to his appointment in succession to Mobtashem. Pervonally. I doprecate 
‘eThdrawal of consuls. It would be sign of weakness, «and presumably with them 
Colonios and telegraph stull would also haye to leave, I chink that Evroinof should 
to sent to Tapahan with a goo supply of money vi which to {group undeoypherabl) 
Governor-General’s friendship. Zilses-Sultan's appointment to Fars was suggested by 
Persian Government about five weeks ago, aad at tho time in theis (group, omitted: 
2 opiuion} soemed unobjectionable, but proposal has not been revived. I have heard 
nothing of his Highness's requost for 1 sguarantes. 

(Repeated to Petrograd and Basra.) 


‘Tehran, June 24, 1915. 





[4044] No, 140. 


Sir G. Burhanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivedt June 25.) 
(No. 906.) 
{Velegraphic.) Polrograd, June 24, 1915, 

TTDEMEMOIRE from Russion Government informs me Persian Minster for 
Foreign Affairs hos communicated to Russian Minister report from Karguar of Soiatan 
to theeffoct that Amecr of Afghanistan has distributed 100,000 rifles to his subjects, 
and yas equipping a detachment of 12,000 men, to be placed under tho orders of ‘his 
son, and to march on Meshed vid Cabul, Candaliar, and Herat. According to Kanguian 
this xpedition is due to instgncay of the Turkish Goverament, which is. trying t0 
erode Ameer oaks paras ace oo force Betis Wo tae part im burugala for deleno6 
of Islam. 

Trussian Minister profited by the occasion to ask if Persian Government 
disposed of sufficiont force to provent caravans of the German agents, with Pugene at 
thee head, from proceeding towards Mested and the Russian and Afghan frontiers, 
Minister having replied there were no gendarmes at Moshed, Russian Minister pointed, 
Out that in that case we should be probably obliged to take. steps to prevent state of 
things arising which would be danger to Persia Herself. 

"Lide-mémoire concludes by stating that Russian Minister considers it to be of 
first (portance to prevent Pugeoe and his companions from reaching, Meshed. 
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(84077) No. 161, 


Mr: Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Reecived June 27.) 


(No. 218.) 
(Tolegraphi ‘Tehran, June 26, 1915. 
Fitko {RAD telegram No, 906 of 24th June. 
Similar information was conveyed to me, though with less detail, by Persinn 
Govetorhent, and I telegraphed to Government of India, who have replied ae 


follows 


“Reference to your telegram No, 58 of 22rd June. 

“Persian consulegencral here has already’ approached us with regard’ to these 
report insane of ik Goverment: ‘Wo atithotised him to report that we have no 
Tnformation regarding’ alleged distribution of wrme in Afghanistan, and regard report 
eee Tey acolied that we cout any report eretting Ameer with rate 
of despatching troops, as our relations with him are particularly friendly and contial/ 


(Sont to Petrograd.) 





No, 162. 
Ars Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received, June 28.) 


(86718) 


(No, 210.) 
(Welegraphic.) 

BERSIAN finances, 

His Majesty's consul at Shiraz has consulted financial agent, who states that 
owing to ravages of locusts und consequent falling. off of looil revenues. he cannot 
‘expect to furnish more thin some 7,000 tomans in cash besides grain and forage, so that 
to meet the balance out of total 32,000 tomans subvention of 25,000 tomans about: 
Would bo required. He suggests that to ensure economy officer commanding should 
present eatin ea moth o the financial agent, who, would discuss them with His 
Majesty's const! and gsttle the proportion to be furnished from local reventies and. by 
His Majesty's Government respectively, and that I should then be empowered to. give 
authorisation for money to be advanced by Imperial Bank of Persia. 

‘Am [to understand that the subyention would be in the nature of gift to Persian 
Government oravadyanos 2 Disadvantage of the latter form is that if it i independent 
of advance contemplated in my tolegram Nu, 205 sinction of Medjliss would by 
requived, und it. would be diffoult, to obtain (group wndecypherable: 1 xeceptabl 
Coutral of expenditure, while if ib is to bo’ taken ont of that advatice value of the latter 
Will bo greatly diminished in the eyes of the Persian “~enment, On the other haid, 
it ibis « gift wo hnye absolute elasticity of expenditure ough we shall be represented 
by Gerinnus as having bought the gendarmerie,” but that is of little moment, 


Tehran, June 28, 1915. 





No. 163. 
Mr: Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 


Tehran, June 28, 1915, 
m No, 149 of 26th June and my telegram No. 218 of 24th June. 


[85780] 


(No. 220.) 
(heer hic.) 
‘OUR tele 


Tu id possiblo thaw the presence of Russian troops at Odessa aggravated local 
situation at Ispahan by eausitig centro of German activities to-be: transferred thither 
from ‘Tehran, but otherwise their presence has been most beneficial, and it would be 

iMoult to ihwgine guecr way of eubiancing German influence and prestige than by 
giving way to Ainced-Dowleh’s request, as concession would. bo rvpresented, aud rightly 
oy by Turkish aud Gorman-owsied press as u concession extorted by German presstre. 

Government have just shown sgn of dealing with quite unwonted energy with 

c 


Gorman agitators, having actually disarmed followers of German agent who was 
proceeding to Meshed, agent himself being sent back to. Tehran, while they have 
induced German: Minister to recall Wassmuss, This is result of presence ‘of Russian 
+r00ps. 
isan Minister bas already given assurances of withdrawal as soon na situstion 
pormits, and lus promised to settle various Pemian geiovauess, ouch ax eallection of 
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inalint by Russian consuls. His attitude is perfectly conciliatory, and, taken together 
Eh contemplated measure of financial support which wo have informed Persian 
Government 4 being favourably considered by the two Governments, should ‘be ample 
ta convince all but most rabid anti-Russian democrats of our good intentions, Presence 
UP Russian troopa hes been interpreted as sign that wo cannot bo tolerant any longer, 
ghd demand for their withdrawal is only put forward by Ain-ed-Dowleh as a sop to 
democrats. * 

Ee 


[85780] No. 164. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
. 154, 
Goa Jia) Boreign Office, June 30, 1916, 
Your telegram No. 220 of 28th June: Russian troops, 


Teconour in view that Ruseian troops should remain for the present. 
(Repeated to Petrograd, No, 1814.) 





